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Abstract 

Modernization is a process ascribed with intricacies; it encompasses all aspects of human society. Thus, 

it develops a route for social change owing to which it brings new outlooks to the social, economic and 

political life of individuals. Likewise, the concept of political modernization is also multi-layered in 

nature. It essentially deals with transformation and changes in the society such as political culture, 

political participation, growth of civil society organizations, free and independent medias, etc. those 

growth is however an ongoing process which differs from country to country. Huntington thus describes 

it as “multifaceted process involving changes in all areas of human thought and activity”. In this sense, 

political modernization has a wide ambit covering the changes in the domains of economy, society, and 

psychology principally due to the process of modernization. It is therefore pertinent to understand the 

dynamics of political modernization in order to ascertain the changes, transformation and efficiency on 

working of different political institutions of a country as contemporary society is marked by people’s 

close involvement in political processes; their communication, approval and disapproval, cooperation, 

and support with the government and in due course of time inclusivity becomes a remarkable feature in 

working of political institutions. Grasping the significant role political modernization plays in shaping 

the political scenario of a state, this research paper delves into the dynamics of political modernization in 

Arunachal Pradesh a state in North-eastern region of India. Arunachal Pradesh was a late starter in every 

aspects of the state thus it is an ideal region to analysis and understands transformation and changes 

taking place in socio-economic and political aspects of people in the state.  As a result of it, this study is 

an attempt to understand political modernization in Arunachal Pradesh by taking two substantial 

constituents viz., political participation and political culture among youths of the state as this section of 

society is exposed more to modernization. 

 

KEYWORDS: Modernization, Political Modernization, Political Participation, Political Culture, Youth 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Modernization is a term referring to the socio-cultural, economic and political transformation and 

changes in society. It is a process of change due to technological advancements, modern education 

system, social mobility, political values, democratic, industrial development, mass media etc. the layers 

of modernization therefore are multifaceted (Marcus and Shrum 2015). Daniel Lerner an American 
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scholar who is renowned for his Modernization theory defines Modernization as “ as a process of 

Change which is mainly related to changes in the way of thoughts and attitudes, increase in urbanization, 

increase in literacy, increase in per capita income and increase in political participation” in this sense 

Modernization includes all the aspects of human life. Political Modernization is also an outcome of the 

modernization process. It is a term used in political analysis to understand the transformation occurring 

in political domains such as political participation, political culture, political institutions etc. leading to 

acceleration of better understanding of the political system as a whole. Samuel P. Huntington, an 

American Political Scientist who is well known for his book " The Clash of Civilization (1996) 

describes Political modernization as a multifaceted process involving change in all areas of human 

thought and activity”. He further asserts that political modernization consists of three significant 

elements namely rationalization of authority, differentiation of structure and augmentation of political 

participation. Lucian Pye has given four essential characteristic viz., equal opportunity for all to 

participate, and to compete office, ii) capacity of political system to formulate policies and to implement 

those effectively iii) differentiation and specialization of political functions of different organs of the 

government not complete integration of all iv) segregation of politics from religion and other influential 

forces (Johari,1972, p. 162-163). In general, political modernization is associated with changes and 

transformation in the political system as a result of contemporary demands and challenges in society. It 

is thus characterized by modern governance systems, democratic institutions, rule of law, inclusivity in 

political processes, refinement in political culture and participation etc. as a consequence of the 

modernization process. 

Political modernization is a multi-faceted term which encompasses all political aspects of society. 

Political participation and political culture are two substantial constituents of it. Political participation is 

an act of citizens participating in the political processes of a country. It is the active participation of 

people that makes democracy vibrant. Hence, participation helps in achieving the true essence of 

democracy. Political participation is a broad concept which encompasses citizens' participation in overall 

working of government; it merely doesn't stand only for people's participation in elections. It also 

includes citizens' approval, disapproval, cooperation, and support to various public policies. In wider 

spectrum political participation includes voting, petitioning, protesting, campaign, contacting officials, 

donating money to candidate and associating with organizations on issues (Uhlaner, 2015). Almond and 

Powell defines political participation as the involvement of members of society in the decision making 

process” further Michael Rush and PhilpAthoff are also of the view that political participation means the 

movement of the individual at various levels in political system” in similar manner Verba, Nie and Kim 

observes political participation as those legal activities of private citizens that is designed to affect 

governmental decision making. In general (Deth, 2021) observes that political participation as citizen’s 

activities affecting politics. He further asserts that political participation has attributes such as an activity 

of citizen, voluntary involvement, participation of non-professionals, or amateurs, and issues concerning 

politics1.Like political participation, political culture is also a significant component to understand 

citizen’s attitudes, knowledge, orientation, beliefs, and cognitions towards political system. In this sense, 

we can assert that citizens political behavior towards political system is determine by political culture. It 

is a learned behavior through the process of socialization which are internalize by the individuals within 

 
1Jan W Van, Deth,  What is Political Participation ?, Oxford University Press,  2016, pp. 2-3, 

https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.013.68 
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their personality; it basically stands for the citizen’s attitudes and orientation towards politics2 which 

influence the citizens understanding and participation in politics. To quote Almond and powell “ 

political culture consist of attitudes, beliefs, values, skills which are current in an entire population, as 

well as those propensities and patterns which may be found within separate parts of that population”. 

Political culture is of various types such as parochial political culture in which citizen don’t have 

understanding about political system 3 hence they don’t participate in political processes; subject 

political culture is another type in which citizens are aware about political process however, they are not 

encouraged by the system to participate in input process of the political system4 in contrary to the above 

types participant political culture exist in those countries in which citizens consider themselves to be an 

indispensable and active  part of political system and thus participate in processes (Johari, 2011). 

Understanding political culture is of utmost importance as it shapes citizens perceptions and actions in 

political system. 

Keeping in view the significance of political participation in democracy; inclusive participation of all 

sections of society becomes a desirable phenomenon to realize the essence of democratic values and 

principles. One of the important sections of society is youth. Their Inclusive participation  is also  an 

essential requisition for building a progressive and developed society as they possess creativity, 

innovative ideas, energy and understanding about existing socio-economic and political problems of 

society thus their participation in political processes and as result they can influence the policy 

formulation, implementation and evaluation. Further, youths have the potential to participate in both 

formal and informal ways such as voting, campaigning, political party youth wings, polling agents’ etc. 

informal ways such as taking part in civil society organizations, democratic movements and social 

action5 hence getting support from young potential people and endorsing their participation in all levels 

of decision making of government is crucial to solve the socio-economic and political problems of 

society6. Today’s youth apply both conventional and non-conventional method in their participation 

process in order to draw the attention from the authority or to change certain public policies.Onyenachi 

(2018) also observes that youths participation is largely determine by the awareness and knowledge 

acquired by youths about the socio-economic, political environment of state. He further asserts that 

youth’s participation is pertinent in fostering diverse ideas, and true representative democracy. Further, it 

also ensures that issues affecting the youths are addressed by the government and helps in cultivating 

engaged and informed citizenry for building a healthier democratic system. 

 

YOUTH POLITICAL PARTICIPATION AND POLITICAL CULTURE IN ARUNACHAL 

PRADESH 

In India as per the National Youth Policy 2014 youth age group consist of 15-29 years and the country 

has the highest youth population of 356 million in the World as per United Nations Fund for population 

Activities.As per the Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of Youth Affairs and 

Sports in Arunachal Pradesh youth constitute a major section of population with 41,1378 in total. 

Arunachal Pradesh is one of the states in North-Easter region of India, once it was called as North-East 

 
2VidyaDharMahajan, PolticalTheory,S Chand and Company, New Delhi, 2013, pp. 172-173 
3 R. C Agarwal, Political Theory,  S. Chand and Company, New Delhi, 2013, p. 425 
4 Ibid., 427 
5 Retrieved from https://aceproject.org/ace-en/topics/yt/yt10/yt210/the-importance-of-youth-participation-in-formal 21st 

February, 2024 9: 52 pm 
6https://nimd.org/what-we-do/youth-political-participation/ 
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Frontier Tract (NEFA). The state is prominently known for its cultural diversity with numerous major 

tribes and sub-tribes such as Adi, Galo, Mishmi, Monpa, Nocte etc. having distinct cultural traits. It was 

a part of Assam for many years, it was in the year 1987 statehood was granted due which introduction of 

modern political system, developmental activities in the state was gradual. Further, political participation 

of people in the state was also in dormant stage due to less exposure about political system. Introduction 

of new modern political set up was very new to the people of the state.  Thus, the process of political 

modernization in Arunachal Pradesh was gradual, starting with the British administration in the region, 

further division of region into various frontier tracts for administrative purpose, followed by introduction 

of Panchayati Raj Institutions, Municipal Corporation, and finally State Legislative Assembly. In 

addition, growths of civil society organizations in the state in the recent times also bear the witness of 

political modernization in the state. Those instances, clearly indicates the evolution of system from 

lower to higher which is a key feature of political modernization. Further, another remarkable attribute 

of political modernization in Arunachal Pradesh is the development of political secularization. 

Prior to the introduction of general assembly election and formal administration in Arunachal Pradesh, 

village councils and local-self-government were the platforms which ensured peoples participations in 

decision making process. Gradually, the growth of various civil society organizations such as students’ 

unions, community-based organizations, and clan based organizations also contributed to the level of 

participation of people especially youths. Further, developments in education, communication, internet 

connectivity, transportation, also greatly contribute to the awareness among youths to understand their 

state politics and country’s political system. 

The existences of various pressure groups and political parties have been the main channel for the youth 

of Arunachal Pradesh to engage in the decisions making and policy formulation. Being an active 

member in any pressure group and any political party group the youth inculcate some political attitudes 

towards the political system which help them to understand the political system better. They create 

political consciousness through different pressure groups in the state. Most importantly presence of 

student’s bodies such as All Arunachal Pradesh Students Union (AAPSU), All Nyishi Student 

Union(ANSU) have been instrumental in developing leadership training, group discussion, mobilization 

etc. thereby paving way for an active and informed citizen 7. These organization provide experience to 

the young people about the working of democracy, besides; they also plays a crucial role as an agent  of 

political socialization, imparting knowledge and understanding about politics. Due to their strong 

presence, youths of the state has been actively engaged in non-conventional methods of political 

participation   by witnessing the present scenario of youth political participation the present study 

focuses on various forms of political participation and political culture of youth in Arunachal Pradesh. 

The rationality behind taking these two components of political modernization is due to their 

corresponding nature. 

 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Bergstrom Liza (2006) in his research work “Political Participation: A qualitative study of citizens in 

Hong Kong” gives a clear picture on the broader meaning of political participation which encompasses 

both conventional and unconventional acts towards the political system such as voting, campaigning, 

membership of political party (conventional method), protest, strike, rally (non-conventional method) 

 
7Joba, Riba, Political Mobilization and Political Participation of Youths in Arunachal Pardesh: A Case Study of 
Selected Districts, Rajiv Gandhi Univeristy, Arunachal Pradesh, 2021.p.204 
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Cordenillo Raul &Gardes(2013) “Inclusive Participation and Representation” in this book authors have 

clearly shown that political participation go beyond the act of voting in elections; it encompasses the 

freedom of citizens to express their opinions and to influence the policy making of the government. The 

popular control of the government is realized through the active participation.  Further, Nekola Martin in 

his research work “Political Participation and governance effectiveness: does Participation matter” has 

shown through empirical evidence that the level of political participation increases the governance 

effectiveness in terms of government effectiveness , control of corruption  and especially the political 

management of developing and transforming countries. The most important finding was the role that 

political participation plays in transforming process. 

Weiss Julia (2020) in review of “What is youth political participation? Literature Review on Youth 

Political Participation and Political Attitudes.” has found that the political attitudes developed by youths 

are largely determined by the primary socializing agent i.e family. It was also found that young people’s 

attitudes appear to be somewhat different from those of adults.  Association membership and established 

institutions also increases the chances of political participation.  Michael Sunday Afolayan (2018) in his 

work “Youth Political Participation in Nigeria: Legality, Trends, Dilemmas and Opportunities” have 

depicted apparently the factors affecting youth mobilization and participation. The major factors such as 

the process of political socialization and political culture, commercialization of politics, greed, bribery, 

corruption, negative influence of role models, wrong political leadership affect youth political 

participation. 

Bath Nani (2009) in his research work entitled as “Electoral Politics in Arunachal Pradesh” has 

highlighted the various factors influencing the voting preference of the people of Arunachal Pradesh. It 

was also mentioned that voters political awareness is based on their knowledge about Political Parties, 

candidates and the issues involved. The author also identified in his book that vast majority of the voters 

don’t know the existence of the opposition party and its associated role.  GogoiTarun(2019) “Youth 

Voters on political change in North-east India: A Survey Among University students”. In this survey the 

author shows that in terms of exercising their elections rights, youth voters from Assam and Arunachal 

Pradesh are mostly active and more participatory in all three levels of elections whereas it was found 

that youth voters from Manipur seems to be more active in state election than national. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The present study is analytical and descriptive in nature. For the collection of data both primary and 

secondary sources were used. Based on the objectives of study an online questionnaire was designed and 

sent to the respondents via Whatsapp and email. Simple random sampling method was applied for the 

present study thus each member of the population got the equal chance of being selected. 100 youths 

were taken as a sample size of the study. Qualitative and quantitative methods were applied in analyzing 

the findings of the study. Simple percentage analysis method was used to ascertain the objectives of the 

study. 

 

OBJECTIVE 

1. To ascertain political participation and political culture among youths in Arunachal Pradesh. 

2. To understand the impact of modernization in political participation and political culture among 

youths in Arunachal Pradesh. 
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The main objective of the present study was to analysis the political modernization in Arunachal Pradesh 

by  taking two significant constituents namely political participation and political culture as both these 

constitutes are corresponding to each other. The political cultures developed by citizens largely 

determine the level of participation in political processes. 

 

Figure 1: Age Groups of Respondents 

 
 

The above chart shows the age groups of respondents keeping in view the age group of youth according 

to National Youth Policy which is between15-29. 100 respondents were taken for the study out of which 

43% of the respondents were of 20-25 age groups and 42% of them were of 26-30 age groups. 11% of 

the respondents were from age group 15-19 and 4% respondents were of 31-25 age group. The 

respondents for the study were selected on random basis by using a closed ended and open-ended online 

questionnaire. 

 

Figure: 2 Educational Qualification of the respondents 

 
 

The above figure shows the educational qualification of respondents;education playsas pivotal role in 

shaping the attitude, understanding, and perception of individual. Thus, for the present study random 

sampling method was applied in which 30% of the respondents were graduates and 70% of them were 

post-graduated youths. The political culture developed by youths are largelydetermine by the 

educational qualifications, their knowledge about political systems, their rights, duties, working of 

government is formally imparted through the educational institutions 

 

11%
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4%

70%
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Figure3:  Gender of Respondents 

 
 

The above figure shows the gender distribution for the study; 58% of the respondents were male and 

42% of the respondents of the respondents were female. Inclusive participation of all section of society 

is pertinent to achieve the real principles of democracy. No one should be discriminated on any ground 

 

Table 1: Politics as per the understanding of Respondents 

STATEMENTS  Percentage (%) 

Activities associated with governance of state  7 

Electoral process, such as voting, political campaign,  6 

Inclusivity of Civil Society Organizations  1 

People’s involvement in decision making of government  15 

Protest, strike of common people in political process  1 

Working of three organs of government  1 

All of the above  69 

Grand Total 100% 

 

The above table shows the respondents perception about politics, majority of the respondents have a 

broader understanding about politics. Out of 100 respondents 69% are of the opinion that politics is 

associated with governance, electoral process, people’s participation in political processes, presence of 

civil society organizations, working of three organs of government. In this sense youths have a better 

understanding of politics by not confining it to only electoral politics and government’s activities. 

Having broader knowledge about politics and political system helps the citizen to be more responsive 

and aware about working of government, and their rights in political system. However, 15% of the 

respondents were of the opinion that politics is about people’s involvement in decision making of 

government, which is just a minuscule part of broader spectrum of politics.  Whereas 6% of the 

respondents still confine the understanding of politics only to electoral process such as voting, election 

campaigning etc. On the other hand, 7% of respondents associated politics with governance of state and 

for rest of the respondents 1% each, associated politics as inclusivity of civil society organizations, 

working of three organs of government namely legislature, executive and judiciary and protest, strikes, 

rallies in political processes. The study thus reveals that majority of the youths in the state have 

42%

58%

Female

Male
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developed a better understanding and broader perspective of politics; consequently leading to an active 

participation in political affairs; expressing their views, bargaining, support, disapproval, approval, 

cooperation and many others. However, apathetic section of youth may also be witnessed in society 

despite having understanding about working of political system. 

 

Figure 4: Respondent’s awareness on functioning of different political structures and level of 

government 

 
 

The above figure represents the respondent’s knowledge and awareness about the function of political 

structures such as legislature, executive and judiciary; levels of government central, state and local 

governments. 74% of the respondents asserted that they are aware about functioning of different organs 

of government and their check and balance system, grassroots democracy, municipal corporations, 

parliament, constitutions etc. however, 16% respondents somehow know about different organs of the 

government and 10% respondents were not aware about the functioning of organs of government. In any 

political processes active participation of citizens is generally determine by their knowledge and 

understanding about political system. Consequently making Informed citizens, and inculcate in them the 

attitude of participant political culture. 

 

Table 2: Percentage distribution of respondents by reason to participate in politics? 

STATEMENTS PERCENTAGE% 

Because citizens' participation make government responsible  and 

accountable  

24 

Because of civil society organizations  1 

Because of family  2 

It is my fundamental  right as a citizen  35 

Participation is way of achieving democratic principles  13 

All of the Above 25 

Grand Total  100% 

 

The above table represents percentage distribution of respondents on why they participate in politics. 

Majority of the respondents were of the opinion that they participate in politics because it is their 

fundamental right as a citizen (35%) whereas 24% of the respondents were of the view that they 

participate in politics because their participation would make government responsible and accountable in 

addition 13% were of the opinion that participation is a way for achieving democratic principles, 

yes 
74%

No
10%

somehow 
16%
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whereas 25% respondents were of the opinion that all the given statements are the factors that  determine 

their participation in politics.1% asserts civil society organizations  as the reason for their participation 

and 2% has given family. 

 

Figure 5: Respondent’s responses on participation in rallies, strikes and protest 

 
 

The above figure shows the respondents participation in political processes by adopting non-

conventional methods such as protest, rally, strike, sit-in-dharna etc. as shown above, majority of the 

respondents participate in non-conventional method of political participation. Non-conventional method 

in the recent times has been proved effective to bargain with the state government in various issues. This 

response of respondent shows that youth of the state is expanding their participation from the voting, 

campaigning etc. to the wider aspects of political participation, which is indeed a positive development 

in the state. The non-conventional methods are best used by the various civil society organizations to 

draw the attention of the government. However, 22% respondents don’t participate in rallies, strikes and 

protest; nevertheless these apathetic attitudes don’t remain same owning to various socio-economic, 

political and psychological environment of the state. Thus, political culture is a dynamic aspect of 

political modernization. 

 

Table 3: The means through which respondents learn about working of government 

MEANS PERCENTAGE % 

Social Media Platforms 

 

57 

Being a part of organizations 

 

5 

Friends 

 

7 

Newspaper 

 

29 

Radio 

 

1 

Television 

 

1 

Grand Total 

 

100% 

yes 
78%

No
22%
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The above table shows the means through which youths learn about the working of government. 

Majority (57%) of the respondents receive information about working of government through social 

media platforms   such twitter, Facebook, telegram etc. With the improvement in the communication and 

internet connectivity, social media has become a most used way of communication among youths of the 

state. 29% of the respondents use newspaper to know about the functioning of government, its policies, 

and schemes in addition 7% of the respondents are informed by friends and 1% respondents each for 

radio and television. With the advancement in means of communication through social media platforms 

the utility of radio and television have been reduced to large extent. 

 

Figure 6: Frequency of respondent’s discussion on state issues 

 
 

The above figures display the respondent’s frequency discussion on various state issues. Majority of the 

respondents were of the opinion that they discuss issues on state affairs sometimes, however 37% of the 

respondents discuss often and 10% never discuss rarely. The topic of discussion among youths are 

pertaining to development, schemes , education, unemployment, election, most importantly youths 

discuss about the increasing corruption in various departments of the state. 

 

Table 4: Respondent’s ways of participating in politics 

WAYS PERCENTAGE % 

Voting 

 

47 

Political Campaigning 

 

2 

Taking membership from political party 

 

8 

Protest and demonstration 

 

5 

Writing letters to authority, representatives 

 

1 

Engaging with administration 

 

1 

Associating with unions and Associations 

 

1 

Often  

37%

Rarely  

10 %

Sometimes 

53%
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Expressing views on Social Medias 

 

5 

All of the above 

 

30 

 

Grand Total 

100% 

The above table represents respondent’s means of participating in politics. In politics are there basically 

two ways of participation namely conventional and non-conventional. Youths in the state use both 

methods to participate in politics, however majority of them that is 47% participate through voting and 

30% of them were of the opinion that they participate in politics via voting, political campaigning, 

taking membership from political party, protest and demonstration, writing letters to authority, 

representatives, engaging with administration, associating with unions and associations and expressing 

views on social media platforms. This result clearly indicates youth of state engaging and adopting 

various means to participate in politics by confining only to electoral process. However 8% participate 

by taking membership from political party and 5% participate by expressing their views and opinions on 

state and central issues. In this finding manifests the understanding of rights of citizens to participate 

through unconventional method consequently impacting the political scenario of the state. 

 

Table 4: Respondent’s ways of participating in the Electoral Process 

WAYS 

 

Voting 

PERCENTAGE % 

 

36 

Campaigning for candidate 

 

1 

Approaching Friends to participate 

 

5 

Distributing Pamphlets 

 

2 

Attending election meetings 

 

4 

Election  Rallies 

 

2 

All of the above 

 

50 

Grand Total 

 

100 

  

 

The above data reveals the ways respondents participate in electoral process. Electoral process is 

basically a way through which representatives are elected. It is a conventional method of participation 

mostly used by citizens to participate in politics. The present study shows that youths of the state 

participate in electoral process not only as a mere voter. 50% of the youths use various means to 

participate in election such as voting, campaigning for candidate, approaching friends to participate, 
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distributing pamphlets of candidates, attending election meetings, election rallies whereas 36% of the 

respondents confine their participation only to voting. 5% respondents participate by approaching their 

friends for participation in election and 4% participate by attending election meetings. 

 

Figure 7 Respondent’s view on active political participation of youth due to modernization 

 
 

The above figure shows the views of respondent’s on active youth political participation due to 

modernization. Modernization encompasses every aspect of human lives; it is a process of 

transformation, changes infrastructure, communication, transportation, technological advancement, 

modern education system, etc. 65% of the respondents they are of the opinion that modernization has led 

to increase of active participation of youth in politics. Internet connectivity, education, social media 

platforms, transportation, infrastructure development have developed in the state; consequently 

contributing to citizen’s exposure about political processes. However 32% of the respondents were of 

the opinion that modernization has contributed to the increase in active participation of youths in the 

state and 3 % of the respondents are not sure about the contribution of modernization in active political 

participationof youths in the state. 

 

Table 5: Respondent’s attitude on their participation in political processes 

STATEMENTS PERCENTAGE 

I Know about the working system but I don’t participate because 

my participation won’t make any difference so I’m not interested 

 

32 

 

I’m well aware about working of political system so I participate 

often 

 

 

35 

I don’t know about political system so I don’t participate 

 

16 

 

I know about political processes so I participate sometimes 

 

17 

Grand Total 100% 

 

Yes 
65%

No
32%

Maybe 
3%
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The above table represents respondent’s attitude   on their participation in political processes basically to 

ascertain the kind political culture they have developed. Majority (35%) of the respondents were of the 

opinion that they know about political system thus they participate in political processes, whereas 32% 

respondents know about the working of political system but they don’t participate because they perceive 

that their participation wouldn’t make any difference.16 % respondents don’t participate because of not 

having knowledge about the political system . Thus, this study reveals that youths of the state have 

developed mixed political culture that is combination of both participant and parochial political culture. 

Further, there is section of youths in the respondents who have developed apathetic political attitudes 

towards the political system.  One of the salient developments among youths of the state is the 

inculcation of participant political culture however; political culture is a dynamic political aspect as 

people change their attitudes with the changing socio-economic and political landscape of state. Thus, 

political culture developed by youths today may change with the passage of time in future. 

 

Figure 8 Respondent’s awareness on social, economic and political issues in the state 

 
 

The above figure represents the respondents’ awareness about the prevailing social, economic and 

political problem. Positively majority of the respondents are aware about the issues of the state. 86% 

responded positively. Some of the important issues which respondents are aware of are corruption, 

education, unemployment, health, rural development etc. awareness of those issues mold the perception 

of youths to participate in political processes. Issues often trigger the youths to actively participate in 

order to bring a solution to an existing issue. For instance, large number of youths participated during 

PRC issue, APPCS fiasco and movement against CAB.  Issues thus, become a motivating factor in 

involvement of youths in politics. However, 14% of the respondents expressed their views negatively. 

 

Table 6: Agents shaping the political perception of respondents 

FACTORS PERCENTAGE 

% 

Education 

 

23 

Family 

 

3 

Friends 1 

Yes 
86%

No
14%
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Political Parties 

 

2 

Social Media 

 

13 

Civil Society Organizations 

 

3 

All of the above 55 

 

Grand Total 100 

 

The above table represents agents shaping the political perception of respondents. Majority of the 

respondents (55%) were of the view that that perception is shaped by all the agents such as education, 

family, friends, political parties, social media, and civil society organizations as these agents act as 

means of political socialization. They impart knowledge about political system and its working. In the 

state, the development and growth of social media and civil society organizationshave tremendously 

affected the political perception of youths. In addition, 23% respondents were of the opinion that their 

political perception is shaped by education and for 13% it is social media platforms such as Facebook, 

twitter, telegram etc. further 3% respondents regarded family as the agent who shape their perception 

and 2% attributed to political parties. 

 

Figure: 9 percentage distribution of respondents keeping updates on working of three levels of 

government. 

 
 

The above figure displays respondents keeping update about the working of three levels of government 

viz. central, state and local government and its associated policies and schemes. Majority of the 

respondents (53%) are aware about the working of different levels of government. They also know about 

schemes and policies of government such a MGNREGA, PradanMantriUjjwalYojna,  

SarvaShikshaAbhiyan,  Arunachal Pradesh State Stipend Scheme etc. however 47% respondents don’t 

keep updates on working of government.  Keeping updates on working of government is essential to 

make oneself as an informed citizen and once citizens are informed they take active participation in any 

issues concerning government as they understand the gravity and crux of the problem. 

 

Yes 
53%No

47%
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

The process of modernization has affected cultural, social, economic and political life of human society. 

It develops a route for social change owing to which it brings transformation and progress in individual 

and community life. It is a dynamic process characterize by technological advancement, modern 

education, shift in traditional outlooks into modern pattern, values, etc. further, it enhances living 

standard of people, improves connectivity and communication.  Just like modernization the concept of 

political modernization is also multidimensional in nature encompassing transformation and changes in 

political institutions, governance, political culture and citizen’s participation. Political modernization in 

general is a process to build a resilient political system.  In Arunachal Pradesh, the landscape of political 

modernization could be witnessed due to the modernization process starting from the evolution of 

Panchayati Raj Institutions and finally to the establishment of state legislative assembly consequently 

leading to the application of modern administration in the state. In context of youth population in the 

state, political modernization could be seen in the spectrum of political participation and development of 

new political culture. The study has revealed that political participation among the youths of the state 

has increased with the introduction of proper internet connectivity, mass media and social media 

platforms, modern education. In particular, social media and mass media have greatly contributed to 

youth’s understanding and engagement in politics. Social media platforms such as Facebook, Telegram, 

Whatsapp, and YouTube have expanded the scope of communication among youths and to keep 

themselves updated about the working of the government. Further, youths have developed a unique 

political attitude towards the working of the government by adopting non-conventional method of 

participation such as strikes, rallies, sit-in-dharna, protest, and demonstration etc. in recent times as they 

have gradually understood the democratic rights of citizens to criticize and fight against government in 

case of misuse of power and authority, or in certain policies and programs of government. In this sense 

we can assert that the horizon of political participation has expanded beyond the simple act of voting as 

youths of the state have developed a better understanding about politics by not confining it only to 

voting and politicians. In terms of political culture, youths of the state have developed a mixed political 

culture (parochialand participant) besides; the study has also found that a section of youth population has 

developed an apathetic political attitude towards the political system. In conclusion, the study remark 

that, youths of the state must continuously strive towards active political participation by making 

themselvesas an informed citizen. Further, right political attitudes must be kindled among youths to 

make a positive impact and changes as youths are potential section of section of society possessed with 

innovation, creativity, ideas an energy. Youth must thus channelize themselves to the right direction for 

the purpose of progressive society. 
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