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Abstract:

Al is now becoming part and parcel of our daily life. We are growing dependent on the quick and easy
availability of data required to finish our day-to-day work. Even in the teaching sector, Al has a significant
influence. The debate is on the benefits and threats of AI. What are those things in our lives that Al will
replace? Which hort of jobs will it curb? Thinkers have highlighted the potential threats due to Als ,but
they have also agreed upon the point that we can not do away with it. It is now our requirement. They have
said that Al can not replace those works which demand original and creative thinking. Literature is one
such field which stands only on creative thinking and human emotions. This article ventures to explore
the impact of Al in literature, which is slowly becoming the new normal of our society.
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“Al” is the most buzzing term of this decade. We are now face to face with the use of Al in technology
and almost every sphere of human affairs. “ Artificial Intelligence”, as it is termed, has the capacity to
think, act, respond and work as human beings do and therefore it poses a serious threat to the very existence
of human beings.

“You are my creator, but I am your master.”!

Yuval Noah Harari, Sundar Pichai, Elon Musk and even Al godfather Geoffrey Hinton have alluded
towards this imposing danger. But so far so good. We are sanguine that just as all the apprehensions,
related to computers, have been proven wrong, similarly, the suspicion related to Als will not sustain its
ground in the future. It will be limited to mere assistance and not overpowering our race.

“Al” is an aftermath result of data collection by Google, Facebook, You Tube, Twitter and other social
media applications. By using the humongous amount of data, Als have become ultra productive in almost
all the fields with its easy, quick and authentic data response that enhances our quality and speed of
productivity.

“Robots are not people. Mechanically they are more perfect than we are.””

America used drones, equipped with these Al tools, to trace and demolish the terror camps in Afghanistan
. Al supported apps can chat with us and read our minds and then give suitable answers. If they have
capacity to please us then they can also displease us or torture us. It has the potential to influence and
persuade our minds. It can very quickly assess our likings and tilts of mind and then surreptitiously
condition it to buy a product or to support a leader or to motivate us to do ethnic cleansing just like Hitler.
Who knows the handlers behind that AI application. It depends upon the creator of a particular Al app, if
he is making it benevolently or malevolently.

Sure, we all feel smart to use such tools but in the back of our minds, a strange fear grips us that “we are
being watched.” We constantly feel crippled of some new online fraud because there is absolutely nothing
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legal we can do against such cheat, money fraud, digital arrest etc.

Al can use our voice to send an extortion call or deceive the loved ones with some mortified photos
developed and shared after digitally tampering with someone’s shared photographs on social media. On
its contrary side we can play and have fun by using Al apps to turn our voice sing like Sonu Nigam or
write a poem like Wordsworth or paint a picture like Picasso. Nothing is impossible for Al. So, Al must
be bounded by some ethical, logical and moral laws as suggested by Isaac Asimov in his “I- Robot” (1950).
Literature is not aloof of its use and there are many applications of Al that helps especially in the field of
research, ensuring error free sentences and opting elegant style of writing. GPT 3, GPT 4, Google Bard
etc. are applications that assist in literary writings. But the question arises here is, can Al replace poets?
Standing at the threshold of Al intrusion into literature, one is not sure whether it will prove to be a
blessing or threat. Literature, as a form of art, is something which has to do with human heart, emotions,
imagination and fancy. It can never only feed on monotonous labyrinth of data. Literature provides path
amidst the concrete jungle of data and facts so that human soul can take a recluse to soar in the world of
imagination and drink from the natural stream of sublime thoughts coming from pure and sensitive hearts.
Literature is the canvas where only an original poet can recreate a world of love and hate, action and
consequence, reform and revolution through the master stroke of words. Al is after all artificial and can
never be original which our soul craves for. So, when it comes to the progress of soul, artificial Intelligence
will fail miserably and hence there is no threat as such of “replacing poets and poetry”. Just as Matthew
Arnold has prophesised about the future of poetry, some two hundred and fifty years ago, that “the future
of Poetry is immense, because in poetry, where it is worthy of its high destinies, our race, as time goes on,
will find an ever surer and surer stay.”®> Al can replace humans from fields such as health, agriculture,
offices and technologies but it can never replace a poet because they are original and novel in everything
they write. Al can think like humans but can never feel like humans.

“Empathy, evidently, existed only within the human community.”*

“I believe that love is what makes us human.””

Having said that, we can not underestimate the quantity and quality of influence Al is already making in
the realm of language and literature throughout the world. From assisting in research-related areas, such
as topic selection, article writing and other academic work to assisting , through various other language
tools, improving the syntax, grammar and expression of the research article or thesis. There is option to
check for plagiarism, use of Al detection, paraphrasing, summarizing etc. Al gives wings to the mediocre,
the scribblers to use some of the advanced tools that help them overcome some of the artistic blockages
like genuine ideas for fresh plots and developing it into a story in few minutes. Tools like NLP and Google
translators can easily translate the language of a written text from English to any other world language.
Someone from Africa can read and understand a Chinese text with the help of this translation tool. He will
not only have a broad horizon of understanding but also an ample options to quote from. In fact, there is
no need to exercise one's brain and memorise the lines, instead, one just need to save such lines in another
word file for future use. Students of literatures are now not bothered to purchase books and read. They
prefer an online search for the text, it’s analysis, related question and answers.

In this regard, some lines from an interesting article on “The Rise of Al in English Language and
Literature” is worth our consideration,

“Machines that can comprehend and produce human language thanks to artificial intelligence have
completely changed language processing and writing support. Through the use of natural language
processing (NLP) techniques, computers are now able to understand and interpret spoken and written
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language. This opens up new possibilities for applications like sentiment analysis tools, automatic
translation services and grammar and spell- checkers. These developments and feedback on grammar,
spelling and style, have significantly improved the writing experience for individuals. Additionally Al
powered writing assistants can provide advice on how to be more succinct, coherent and clear, which can
help authors improve their work and communicate more successfully.”®

Now, It is very much clear that Al can work only through drawing from the collected data already available
on internet. Without it , Al cannot walk even a single step. Thus, the concept of Al was already there when
computers came but first these computers, facilitated with internet, have to play their role in generating
and stalking these data to help in building up of an artificial brain later on called “Artificial Intelligence.”
Al is, in a sense, our collective consciousness or brains without emotion. It has created a parallel world
alongside our real one and both are affecting each other in a positive or negative way.

“Can machines think?””’

Or, if we apply the theory of Roland Barthes, propagated in his memorable work, “The Death of the
Author,” regarding the authorship in Al generated texts and say, “The birth of the reader must be at the
cost of the death of the Author” will it help in a way to understand the problem?

Al has the great potential in developing stories, poems, essay etc. in a more personalized way by assessing
the individual reader’s preferences, likings or say taste. We can already see how You Tube and Facebook
tunes our mind by catering to us with those videos and adds that most likely can draw our attention and
tempt us to open them and watch. We are almost living in a virtual world of mobile or a digital Universe,
called Metaverse, with our avatars. We are open now. There is no privacy and a big boss is continuously
watching our every action. Al has the potential to compromise our liberty, free will and existence.

Every facility comes with a cost and Al in literature is no exception. There are going to be more and more
legal cases regarding plagiarism and copyright issues. The user must be aware that in order to become “
artificially sweet” we must not land in some legal litigations. Otherwise instead of gaining something,
we may have to pay back. Celebrities such as Sarah Silverman has sued Chat GPT on intellectual properly
right issue.

“OpenAl just got sued for the first time over copyright. The writers Paul Tremblay and Mona Awad and
the actress Sarah Silverman sued the artificial intelligence company OpenAl, responsible for the
development of ChatGPT, for having used their works without their authorization to train the language
model, in a judicial proposal that questions the sources of content.”

It is now imperative to safeguard the rights of the content creators, the blog writers, the innovators and
artists to save their original ideas and sensor the pirates to produce a facsimile of the same and claim as
their own. Thus, Al comes with not only opportunities but also challenges. The ethical question is always
facing the writer before using Al tools without thought. The legal landscape that soon will embrace Al
technology related misuses will once again act as deterrent for those mediocre who think of becoming an
authentic writer, with the help of Al Is that so easy? The answer to the question is no. These laws and
detecting tools will, in a way, protect human creativity in the realm of literature and also expand it’s
frontiers. After all, Al is a creation of man and man will never let it overpower him.

On comparing Al in literature with Al in other sectors, the fact is established that no machine can ever
replace artist and scientist because a machine will be a machine, it can never become a human being. If
accidently it does become, as shown in some sci- fi movies and fictions, human beings will dismantle it.
So, let us celebrate the benefits and scope of Al in various other sectors such as banking and finance
services, GPI and navigation, E- Commerce, industrial sector, Healthcare, sales and marketing sector, bio-
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data, gadgets, Ola- Uber type company, farming and robotics etc. We are much to gain then to lose. There
is threat that it can snatch jobs and leave people redundant. Upon this argument a reply can be given that
when it can take jobs then it can also generate new jobs, open up new avenues of work.

But my question to the whole world is that Machines were invented to ease the work load of man not to
completely metamorphose it. This rapid development of technology is taking us to a point where we will
not be left with significant physical activities. Only brain work would be required. Our future generation
will be physically weak and mentally strong. A balance is mandatory. Excess of anything is bad for health.
Nature works on balance and so does human life. We can not just eat, talk and breathe technology. Neither
advance form of Al will help us to procreate super intelligent babies that can lisp theorems in their cradle.
Life begins from zero. Evolution can never make a child start from where his parents have ended. He has
to again learn from alphabets and struggle to survive. Our soul will never find the ultimate happiness that
it seeks for life after life. AI will not stop mental illnesses like depression, anxiety etc. Conversely, chances
are that it will increase the number of such patients, in near future, due to excessive of materialistic
lifestyle. Then we will see literature on Al and it’s impact on human civilization.
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