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ABSTRACT  

From Ancient times women in our land were not given proper treatment. Her social position was never 

at par with men. She was not given the basic rights to live along with the men. They were even equated 

to animals and put to the lowest strata of humanity. Women degraded by the “Manusmriti” the ancient 

Hindu Code-book, in the Indian society.in his word’s Ambedkar said that “women have no right to study 

the vedas”. She was put to the lowest rug of humanity as she was treated at par with animals and slaves 

by the upper community of Hindu Dharma. Such was the placement earmarked to our mothers, sisters, 

and even great grandmothers that humanity ashamed.  

 

Keywords: Social Development, Educational Empowerment, Economic development, Dalit Women 

Empowerment. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Though the economic and social development of women has improved in a significant way but the 

change is visible only in Metro cities or in Urban areas, whereas the situation is not much improved in 

semi-urban areas and villages. In Rural India around 96.51 percent of women engaged in various 

activities of agriculture and industries (Census of India 2011). It reflects the contribution of women for 

the economic progress of the country but still they are not recognised by the mainstream society. In some 

cases the work of women is not treated as productive work. In most of the cases in rural India majority 

of women are socially, economically and educationally backward and have not been given much 

importance by the government or non-governmental organizations for their upliftment. This disparity is 

due to the lack of education and job opportunities and negative mind set of the society which does not 

approve girl’s education even in 21st century.  

 

2. AMBEDKAR’S VIEW ON WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT 

It is the result of some conscious efforts of some great men, who, by their wisdom recognized the 

loopholes in the society and took serious piecemeal steps to perge them out of the system. One of the 

great contributions comes from Dr. Ambedkar, the father and the architect of Indian Constitution. In his 

words Ambedkar said that “until and unless, we defy the Hindu Dharma-Shastras, nothing can be 

changed”. The first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru said: “Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar was a symbol of 

revolt against all oppressive features of the Hindu society”.  Ambedkar blamed Manu for giving women 

a degraded position in the Indian society. It deprived women to acquire knowledge. Women were 

deprived from all the religious activities by the Upper Caste. In Hindu Sastra’s, she has been branded 

just like animals or some objects of enjoyment. In the name of Samskaras, the Hindu women are tied 

http://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR260167883 Volume 8, Issue 1, January-February 2026 2 

 

with the chains of superstitions, which they carry till death. They are also responsible for inculcating 

certain wrong notions learn through baseless traditions and preaching of the shastras, in the budding 

minds of their offspring. Ambedkar’s vision for the women was “all around development”, that 

development should be in all the aspects of women’s life (S. Mohammed Azaad, 2013). All around 

development include both economic liberalization and social needs. He utilized all the facets of his 

personality, his political leadership, his knowledge of economics and law, his visionary thinking ability 

and his philosophical ideologies to work towards the betterment of women community.  

The operations of caste both at the systematic level and at the functioning of patriarchy, the growing 

caste or class divide in feminist political discourse makes Ambedkar’s view on Women’s oppression, 

social democracy, caste and social Hindu order and philosophy, significant to modern Indian feminist 

thinking. For women empowerment, Ambedkar provides a powerful source of inspiration to formulate a 

feminist political agenda which simultaneously addresses the issues of class, caste and gender in the 

contemporary socio-political setup, which still keeps conservative and reactionary values in many 

respects, particularly on gender relations.  

Dr. Ambedkar expressed his views on the state of life of all women. Dr. Ambedkar saw women as the 

victims of the oppressive, caste-based and rigid hierarchical social system. The writings and speeches of 

Ambedkar show what values should India must develop and how they would modernize its social and 

political institutions. He stated that women must be treated equally and given equal prestige. “It is the 

education which is the right weapon to cut the social slavery and it is the education which will enlighten 

the downtrodden masses to come up and gain social status, economic betterment and political freedom” 

– Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. Education brings reduction in inequalities and also acts as a means to improve 

their status. 

As per the Country Report of Government of India, “Empowerment means moving from a position of 

enforced powerlessness to one of power”. Women Empowerment is a process in which women gain 

greater share of control over resources material, human and intellectual like knowledge, information, 

ideas and financial resources like money and access to money and control over decision making in the 

home, community, society, nation and to gain power. A family can be saved from debacle by placing a 

woman in authority over their affairs (Dr. B.R. Ambedkar “The Rise and Fall of Hindu Women”). He 

studied extensively the Hindu Shastra’s  and Smriti’s to find out the root cause of degraded status of 

women in Indian (Godbole 2010).  

In order to fight discrimination against women, Dr.B.R. Ambedkar submitted a modified version of the 

Hindu code Bill to the constituent Assembly on 11th April 1947, which was under consideration since 

1941 (In 1941, the colonial government appointed a four member Hindu law committee, known as the 

Rau Committee after its chairman B. N. Rau). The discussion on this Bill began on February 5, 1951 in 

the parliament. In order to elevate the social status of Hindu women, Dr. Ambedkar proposed seven 

important issues under this codification. They are: The right to property of deceased Hindu, who has 

died intestate without making a will, both female and male, The order of succession among the different 

heirs to the property of a deceased dying intestate, The law of maintenance, Marriage, Divorce, 

Adoption, and Minority and Guardianship.  

 

3. CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS FOR WOMEN EMPOWERMENT 

The constitution provides various provisions, which provides equal rights and opportunities for women. 

It is the contribution of Dr. Ambedkar for the creation of special provisions for women in the 
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constitution. As the chairman of the Drafting Committee, his key work, known as “New Charter of 

Human Rights” included the Articles 14, 15(3), 16, 39(a), etc., which safeguarded various aspects of 

women’s life in India. They are as follows: Article 14 guarantees that the state shall not deny Equality 

before the Law and Equal Protection of the Laws. Article 15(3) empowers the state to make Positive 

Discrimination in favour of Women and Children. Article 16 provides Equality of Opportunity in matters 

of Public Employment. Article 39 (a) enjoys the state to provide Equal means of Livelihood and Equal 

pay for Equal work. Article 51A (e) imposes a Fundamental Duty on every Citizen to renounce the 

practices derogatory to the Dignity of Women. Article 243D (3) provides that not less than 1/3rd of the 

total number of seats to be filled by direct election in every Panchayat to be reserved for Women.  

Since Independence some specific laws were enacted by the parliament in order to fulfill constitutional 

obligation of women empowerment. They are: The Special Marriage Act (1954), Hindu Marriage Act 

(1955), Hindu Succession Act (1956), Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act (1956),  The Equal 

Remuneration Act (1976), The Dowry Prohibition Act (1961), The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act 

(1956), The Maternity Benefit Act (1961), The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act (1971), The 

Family Courts Act (1984), The Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act (1987), The Prohibition of Child 

Marriage Act (2006), The Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and 

Prevention of Misuse) Act (1994), The Sexual Harassment of Women at Work place (Prevention and 

Protection) Act (2013).    

 

CONCLUSION 

Dr. Ambedkar was the first communist thinker who believed in society. He thought that “All the Hindu 

religious books such as Vedas, Shastras, and Puranas etc., are the cause for discrimination in life of 

Women. Dr. Ambedkar has been pioneer in improving the status of women in India. He spent his life for 

the betterment of women and even involved in bad practices and professionals like prostitutions. He also 

created awareness among poor, illiterate women and inspired them to fight against the unjust and social 

practices like child marriages and devadasi system. Ambedkar tried an adequate inclusion of women’s 

right in the political vocabulary and constitution of India. If we talk about the state of women in India 

right now, we have come a long way, but we still have to work a lot. India has definitely progressed 

considerably towards a society considering women as equals. But this fact won’t apply to the whole 

India right now but, we certainly in the right direction. These changes can’t be done over a day, in fact, 

becoming a society absolutely free from gender-biased is practically not possible in a decade. Dr. 

Ambedkar once said that he would gauge the progress of a society by the progress of women. 

Empowerment of women so as to enable them to become equal partners with their male counterparts so 

that they have mutual respect for each other and share the responsibilities of the home and finances 

should be the ultimate goal that we must aspire to achieve.  
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