~ Y International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

IJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

Classroom Voices: Teachers and Educational
Memes

Mary Grace P. Gomez', Angela Gabrielle B. Bacang?,
Erlinda N. Calumpang’®

!San Juan Integrated School, Maite, San Juan, Siquijor, Philippines
’Foundation University, Dumaguete City, Negros Oriental, Philippines
3Foundation University, Dumaguete City, Negros Oriental, Philippines

ABSTRACT

This study examined the lived experiences of teachers integrating educational memes into their
instructional practices. Employing a descriptive phenomenology research design, the researchers
conducted semi-structured interviews with seven (7) secondary teachers from the Division of Siquijor,
selected through purposive sampling. Data were analyzed using Colaizzi’s seven-step method to extract
core meanings from the participants’ descriptions. Three emergent themes developed: (1) From Scroll to
School, (2) Meme-ingful Pedagogy, and (3) Memes in Motion. Findings indicated that when intentionally
aligned with pedagogy, educational memes function as flexible, multimodal instructional scaffolds that
enhance engagement, simplify complex concepts, support retention, and foster creativity, critical thinking,
and real-world application by bridging students’ digital culture with classroom learning. The study
recommended capacity-building initiatives for teachers on responsible digital content use and strategic
alignment of memes with learning competencies, while future research should employ experimental and
comparative designs to examine learning outcomes across subjects and grade levels. By capturing
teachers’ lived experiences, this study contributed to a deeper understanding of digital content integration
and informed innovative instructional practices that utilized memes to enhance learning in contemporary
classrooms.

Keywords: Educational Memes, Lived Experience, Meme Integration, Phenomenology, Teachers’
Experiences

INTRODUCTION

In the digital era, social media transcends geographical boundaries, enabling netizens to freely express
ideas and experiences while shaping global discourse. Technological advancements have embedded social
media into daily life, intensifying cross-cultural interaction and influence (Wibowo et al., 2023). Within
this global space, educational memes have emerged as a distinctive pedagogical discourse. In the Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) strand, for instance, integrating memes has been
found to boost engagement and simplify complex ideas through a culturally relevant, multimodal approach
(Sidekerskiené¢ & DamasSevicius, 2024). Educational memes are also used across learning areas. In fact,
meme-mediated tasks such as guided interpretation of image—text relationships, critical questioning, and
contextual analysis were shown to significantly strengthen students’ critical reading skills and enhance
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engagement with reading activities (Bernal et al., 2023). Still, despite teachers’ recognition of meme
humor’s value for engagement and retention (Brown, 2020), they also caution that it can assert authority
negatively. This supports Youssef’s (2023) claim that offensive memes may harm the learning
environment.

As social media increasingly shapes global discourse, its influence is reflected in localized contexts,
shaping lived cultural and educational experiences in specific regions. In the Philippines, Margarette and
Ballesteros-Lintao (2021) posited that political memes often use intertextuality, parody, and binary
opposition, emphasizing their contextual nature and exaggeration to provoke reactions. Their study found
that internet memes reflect all ten of Walton’s (1997) propaganda techniques: appeal to fear, appeal to pity,
ad hominem attacks, appeal to popular opinion, appeal to authority, slippery slope arguments, false
dilemma, straw man arguments, loaded language, and name-calling. The findings demonstrate that humor
in memes affects political discourse by simplifying and modifying complex political experiences.
Moreover, beyond their political utility, memes have emerged as effective educational tools, especially in
the teaching of Social Studies. Pasicolan (2025) found that students view memes as humorous and
engaging representations of key issues, suggesting their effectiveness in fostering meaningful learning
experiences and encouraging active participation in the classroom.

Although research confirms the effectiveness of memes in enhancing student engagement, conceptual
learning, and academic achievement (Brown, 2020; Sidekerskien¢ & DamasSevicius, 2024; Carlos &
Delocado, 2024), a critical gap remains in understanding teachers’ experiences in integrating memes into
instruction. Existing studies are largely student-centered and overlook how educators navigate the cultural
implications of humor, balance pedagogy with entertainment, and negotiate the influence of social media—
driven discourse within diverse classroom contexts. The intersection of humor, pedagogy, and digital
culture is thus insufficiently examined from the teacher’s perspective. Moreover, within the Foundation
University—Graduate School, no prior academic study has systematically explored memes as a pedagogical
tool. This gap stresses the need for research that focuses on teachers’ lived experience and advances
scholarly discourse on the pedagogical significance of memes.

For this reason, the researchers sought to explore teachers' lived experiences with educational memes
purposely incorporated in the teaching and learning process, and how these experiences shape their
perceptions, interactions, and contributions to educational discourse. This study aligns with the United
Nations' Sustainable Development Goals, particularly Quality Education (SDG 4) by highlighting
innovative and reflective pedagogical approaches to meme integration; supports Gender Equality (SDG
5) by emphasizing the ethical use of memes to prevent gender bias, stereotyping, and discrimination; and
reinforces Reduced Inequalities (SDG 10) by addressing the need for culturally inclusive and socially
sensitive meme use in diverse classroom contexts.

Research Questions

This study sought to investigate teachers’ lived experiences with educational memes, specifically
examining meme integration into teaching practices.

Specifically, it sought to answer the grand tour question: What are the teachers’ lived realities with using
educational memes?
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METHODOLOGY

Research Design

This study adopted descriptive phenomenology, a qualitative approach grounded in the work of Edmund
Husserl (Pula, 2024), which seeks to understand human experience from the first-person point of view
(Gallagher, 2022). The approach was appropriate for examining teachers’ experiences with educational
memes, as it prioritizes how phenomena are perceived and experienced subjectively. Data analysis
followed Colaizzi’s (1978) seven-step method, a systematic and rigorous procedure that allows researchers
to closely engage with participants’ lived experiences while maintaining faithfulness to their descriptions
(Gumarang et al., 2021; Ando et al., 2025). This method supported a thorough and structured exploration
of participants’ perspectives, leading to the identification of the essential meanings underlying their
experiences.

Research Locale

The study was conducted in two public secondary schools in District 1 of San Juan, Siquijor Province,
purposively selected to represent distinct educational contexts. One school is newly established and staffed
largely by young, early-career teachers with greater exposure to digital tools, while the other is more
established and composed primarily of seasoned teachers with extensive experience. Both institutions
serve junior and senior high school learners and employ blended traditional and digital strategies, making
them suitable settings for examining how teachers with varying levels of experience integrate and reflect
on the use of educational memes in classroom practice.

Research Participants

This study involved Junior and Senior High School teachers from District 1 of San Juan, who integrated
educational memes into their teaching practices. They were selected purposively based on the phenomenon
under study and the following inclusion criteria: they must currently be teaching in either the Junior High
School or Senior High School department of the identified institutions; they must represent a range of
subject areas to ensure diversity in pedagogical approaches on how memes are integrated; they must have
experienced incorporating educational memes as part of their instructional strategies as evident on their
lesson plans and lesson exemplars; and they must be willing to share their experiences, perceptions, and
insights regarding the use of memes in the teaching and learning process.

This study employed purposive sampling, a non-probability approach in which participants are
deliberately selected based on characteristics relevant to the research objectives (Avci, 2025). The sample
size was determined through data saturation, defined as the point at which no new information, patterns,
or themes emerge from additional interviews, indicating that the phenomenon has been adequately
explored (Naeem et al., 2024). Accordingly, individual interviews were conducted until saturation was
reached, which occurred after the seventh participant. Nevertheless, an eighth participant was interviewed
to confirm that data saturation had been attained.

Research Instrument

Data were primarily collected through semi-structured interviews using open-ended English questions,
with participants allowed to respond in the local dialect. A dry-run interview was conducted to refine the
interview guide and technique, while all sessions were audio-recorded and kept confidential. Reflexivity
was maintained through journaling to monitor assumptions, minimize bias, and manage researchers’
positionality throughout the study.

Data Gathering Procedure

Data collection was conducted from October to November 2025 through face-to-face, in-depth interviews,
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following the completion of required administrative approvals. The researchers prepared a formal request
letter, secured a recommendation from the Foundation University Graduate School Dean, obtained
approval from the Schools Division Superintendent of Siquijor, and coordinated directly with school
principals. A mock interview with a non-participant was conducted to refine question clarity and
strengthen interviewing skills prior to the actual data gathering. One-on-one interviews were then held in
a quiet, distraction-free setting and scheduled at the participants’ convenience to ensure comfort and
openness. Participants were oriented on the study’s objectives and confidentiality measures, provided
informed consent, and were informed that interviews were audio-recorded using a mobile voice recorder
application. Interviews lasted at least 20 minutes, with probing questions used to elicit richer responses
while the researchers listened attentively and clarified only when necessary. To minimize bias, bracketing
was applied through consultation with an experienced qualitative researcher, and recorded and transcribed
data were cross-checked to ensure accuracy.

Data Analysis Procedure

The study employed Colaizzi’s phenomenological data analysis method (see Gumarang et al., 2021; Ando
et al., 2025). All interviews were audio-recorded using a mobile voice recorder and transcribed verbatim.
The transcripts were carefully reviewed to identify significant statements relevant to the research
questions, which were then extracted and rephrased from a third-person perspective to ensure accurate
interpretation. These interpreted statements were organized into formulated meanings and subsequently
clustered into themes, leading to the development of emergent themes that were repeatedly validated
against the original transcripts. The refined themes were used to construct an exhaustive description of
teachers’ perspectives on the use of educational memes. Participant validation was conducted by
presenting the final descriptions for feedback, and any clarifications provided were incorporated to
enhance accuracy and depth. Through strict adherence to these seven analytic steps and continuous
validation, the study ensured a rigorous and faithful representation of teachers’ lived experiences.

Scope and Limitations of the Study

This study examined teachers’ experiences in integrating educational memes into their teaching practices,
involving Junior High School and Senior High School teachers regardless of subject specialization. Data
collection focused on teachers’ experiences, attitudes, and the contexts in which memes were utilized in
instruction. However, the study was limited by its small and specific group of participants drawn from
only two schools, which restricts the generalizability of the findings to other disciplines or institutions.
Additionally, the research captured teachers’ perspectives at a single point in time, potentially overlooking
ongoing developments in educational technology and shifting attitudes toward digital content. As teaching
practices and online communication trends continue to evolve rapidly, the findings may lose relevance
over time, indicating the need for future studies with larger, more diverse samples and a longitudinal design
to examine changes in perceptions and practices.

RESULTS

After a thorough analysis of the transcripts, as well as the significant statements and formulated meanings,
the researchers were able to extract three emergent themes encapsulating the experiences of teachers
regarding their integration of educational memes into their teaching practices. The first theme From Scroll
to School covers two subthemes, namely, 1) Social feed as cradle of meaning, and 2) Practice of playful
exchange. The second theme Meme-ingful Pedagogy encompasses three subthemes, namely, 1)
Curricular compass, 2) Blueprints of wit, and 3) On-the-spot spark. The third theme Memes in Motion
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elucidates three subthemes namely, 1) Magnetic learning moments, 2) From complexity to comprehension,
and 3) The insight engine.

Emergent Theme 1: From Scroll to School

The first emergent theme centers on the teachers’ familiarity with educational memes, including the
common platforms and sources through which they access or encounter these materials as part of their
instructional integration. Interviews revealed that social media is the primary platform where teachers
encounter educational memes, particularly on Facebook. While most of the participants accessed memes
on Facebook and other social media platforms, these materials were also integrated into learning modules
and were shared during collegial meetings.

Theme 1: Social Feed as Cradle of Meaning. This theme highlights teachers’ familiarity with
educational memes. The participants demonstrated significant exposure to social media, which serves as
the primary platform where they access and integrate memes into the teaching-learning process. This
perspective reflects how teachers are technologically inclined and adaptive in their instructional practices.
Participant 1, for instance, encountered memes on Facebook that contain school-related concepts. She
shared:

“On social media. Sa Facebook. There are plenty of memes there on Facebook. Katong naai, katong
number one nakong basahon kadtong bata sa school gadala gani ug bag.”

Trans: (“On social media, on Facebook. There are plenty of memes there. The usual one that I read is
about a child going to school carrying a bag.”)

Participant 3 also noted that educational memes are widely accessible across various social media
platforms, emphasizing their popularity in the online environment. Moreover, she mentioned that memes
are incorporated in the motivation and discussion part of the lesson plan. She stated:

“So, educational memes, I usually see that one mostly on social media, especially on Facebook. That is
very on trend right now. Um, Facebook, we have also, it can also be seen on threads and Instagram. Then
for, you can also see that one in our classes, especially if it's already in the motivation and discussion part
of our sessions. So, short captions here then because, in editorial, it's somewhat black and white, but in
the meme that are we are using, it is more colorful. Then the students can really interact with it. Since you
know already, students like pictures compared to words.”

Participant 6 further stated that she is highly active on various social media platforms and finds memes to
be effective tools for making her classes more engaging. She shared:

“I'm very familiar on that, especially that I am very fond of using social media like TikTok and Facebook
and, and even Instagram. Um, I find it nice because it is very helpful to us teachers especially during
discussion. It will make our discussion more livelier and it will caught the attention of our students.”

The participants' responses indicated that social media platforms function as the primary channels for the
dissemination of educational memes, particularly Facebook, given their widespread sharing and
accessibility online. In addition to their popularity in digital spaces, participants also observed that memes
are being incorporated into lesson plans aimed at enhancing student motivation and engagement.

In accordance with these viewpoints, Dwivedi (2023) emphasized that social media platforms, where
memes circulate widely, serve not only as sources of entertainment but also as spaces for sharing
information, ideas, and culture. He further explained that memes follow a distinct pattern of distribution
across the internet, significantly influencing cultural discourse. This influence is underscored by the fact
that almost 50% of the world’s population actively engages on social media platforms, creating a virtual
community that fosters a more globalized environment. This idea is solidified by Sheikh and Muzafar
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(2022), as highlighted in their study, stating that Facebook remains the most widely used social media
platform, allowing users to connect, share, and interact with one another anytime and anywhere. Through
such accessibility, memes can quickly go viral as users engage in sharing and commenting. Their study
also highlighted that emerging Facebook practices, including liking, commenting, and tagging friends or
family members, have significantly changed the ways in which memes are shared and circulated online.
Their insights prove that educational memes are propagated and circulated online, making them relevant
for teachers in this 21* century learning environment.

Theme 2: Practice of Playful Exchange. While social media remains the primary channel for sharing
educational memes, professional engagements also play a significant role in their dissemination.
Participants noted that these memes are incorporated into learning modules made by fellow educators,
inspired by a famous public figure known for her hugot-line based meme, shared during collaborative
activities aimed at exchanging expertise.

Participant 2 expressed that educational memes are encountered both on social media and through
interactions with colleagues. She further explained that she is an avid fan of a well-known public figure
who inspires her to integrate memes into her teaching practices. She shared:

“I usually encounter them sa social media, of course, colleagues. I am fan of Senator Miriam Defensor
Santiago pod. So yeah, didto niya always ko maka-hear.”

Trans: (“I usually encounter them on social media, of course, and from colleagues. I am also a fan of
Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago. So yes, that’s where I often hear them.”)

Participant 5 admitted that she is familiar with educational memes as seen on social media platforms, and
during faculty meetings where teachers share resources collaboratively. She shared:

“Yes, in my case, I am somewhat familiar in social media like uh Twitter or a Facebook groups for
colleagues share each other during staff meetings for a clarification or maybe doubts.”

Trans: (“Yes, in my case, | am somewhat familiar with social media platforms like Twitter or Facebook
groups where colleagues share information with each other during staft meetings for clarification or to
address doubts.”)

Participant 7 also accesses educational memes through social media platforms. She further stated that she
first encountered these materials being contextually integrated into learning modules created by fellow
teachers. She shared:

“Actually, the first time I've encountered it is when I handled English 8 subject, specifically with, I think
that is second quarter, with the lesson propaganda techniques. And then, actually, I've seen it first in the
module because the modules that I've been using are also made by teachers from Siquijor Division, and
they were using educational memes to further discuss and deepen the subject, which is or the topic which
is propaganda techniques.”

These insights reveal that educational memes extend beyond online communities; they are shared and
developed within professional circles as well. This reflects the rich professional engagement of the
teachers and how they are influenced by the people around them to restructure their teaching practices that
resonate with the modern generation of students.

Similarly, Lin et al. (2025) demonstrate that medical trainees used memes as a form of digital storytelling
to navigate professional identity and share experiences with peers. Memes facilitated collegial exchange,
reflection, and circulation of professional norms, allowing participants to engage collaboratively with
challenges and insider knowledge. This highlights how memes can function as a tool for professional
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engagement and community building, a concept that can be applied to educators sharing memes within
their own professional networks.

The above finding aligns with the study by Doctor et al. (2024), in which student pharmacists engaged
with self-submitted memes that conveyed insider knowledge, professional pressures, and shared
experiences. Exposure to these memes prompted reflection on the gaps between idealized roles and real-
world challenges, illustrating the influence of informal, peer-generated artifacts on professional
socialization. Similarly, for educators, such artifacts can foster dialogue, reflection, and community
building, highlighting how informal exchanges contribute to professional growth and the development of
professional identity. These findings underscore the value of collaborative sharing and continuous
professional engagement, demonstrating how educational memes can foster reflection, dialogue, and
community building, ultimately supporting both personal and professional growth.

Emergent Theme 2: Meme-ingful Pedagogy

This theme elucidates how teachers utilize and incorporate educational memes into their pedagogical
practices. Given the widespread availability of these materials online, they provide a valuable resource
that teachers can strategically integrate into their lesson plans.

Theme 3: Curricular Compass. With the rich and engaging nature of educational memes, participants
emphasized that their integration into instruction must be clearly aligned with lesson objectives. They also
stressed the importance of ensuring that these materials are appropriate, relevant to the topic, and
thoughtfully planned to enrich learning.

Participant 1 pointed out the importance of ensuring that memes used in instruction are well-aligned with
the learning objectives. She emphasized their appropriateness and relevance, particularly in relation to
real-life scenarios. She stated:

“Yes, number one, it should be aligned with the learning objectives. Number two, it should be appropriate
and respectful. And number three, it should be a real-life situation based on the student's experience para
maka-relate sila.”

Trans: (Yes, number one, it should be aligned with the learning objectives. Number two, it should be
appropriate and respectful. And number three, it should be a real-life situation based on the students’
experiences so that they can relate to it.”)

Participant 3 emphasized that aligning the integration of educational memes with lesson objectives ensures
a smooth and coherent discussion, making the learning experience both more accessible and relevant to
the students she teaches.

“In using educational memes, I see to it that first, that meme is really relevant to our teaching objectives.
So of course, that is really important so as not to complicate the already complex situation of the students.
So that's the first thing, the relevance. Then I also see to it that the meme of that I'm using is actually
appropriate for the students that I'm teaching.”

Participant 4 also shared a similar perspective on integrating educational memes into lessons, emphasizing
that their inclusion should be part of the planning process to ensure direct relevance to the students. She
stated:

“If the phrase is related to my lesson, like in Values Education. Those memes are kanang for me naa ui
impact in their lives as a student, lives as a daughter or a son. I will really integrate it or include it in my
slides... I experience, na ako na jud siya gi part na sa planning.”

Trans: (“If the phrase is related to my lesson, such as in Values Education, those memes, for me, have an
impact on their lives as students, and as sons or daughters. I really make sure to integrate or include them
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in my presentation slides... I experienced that I have already made it a part of my planning.”)

Participant 6 further claimed that the integration of educational memes requires careful and deliberate
planning as an integral part of lesson preparation. Rather than employing them impulsively, teachers
should ensure that the selected memes align with the learning objectives and contribute meaningfully to
the achievement of instructional goals. She shared:

“You cannot just pick one meme from any social media and then use it immediately during discussion.
You have to, for example, you're going to make your lesson plan right now, so maybe, at your vacant time
or when you are trying to scroll your social media and you can see that one, maybe you can connect to
that in your lesson plan first before you're going to put it in your, say it or present it in the discussion. You
really have to connect it in your lesson plan first, so that we can also see if it is connected to our lesson
plan or to our lesson, or is it necessary to use or not.”

The participants collectively emphasize that the integration of educational memes must be carefully and
deliberately planned to ensure alignment with lesson objectives. Thoughtful incorporation of memes
promotes coherent and engaging discussions, enhances the relevance of learning to real-life contexts, and
benefits both teachers and students by making the instructional process more meaningful and effective.
In connection with this finding, Sidekerskiené¢ and Damasevicius (2024) argued that pedagogical memes
can serve as creative and effective tools for teaching STEM subjects when purposefully aligned with
lesson objectives. Their study demonstrated that memes, when integrated strategically into instruction, not
only capture students’ attention but also enhance conceptual understanding and engagement. This stresses
the pedagogical potential of memes as meaningful instructional aids rather than mere entertainment,
reinforcing that effective meme integration must remain consistent with learning goals and outcomes.
Supporting this idea, Arruda et al. (2024) found that integrating memes aligned with lesson objectives
within a Team-Based Learning (TBL) sequence in Portuguese language classes enhances student
engagement, motivation, and collaborative learning. Aligning memes with lesson objectives and
embedding them within structured, collaborative methodologies like TBL can support meaningful
learning, increased motivation, and the bridging of students’ real-life digital literacies with classroom
objectives. Combining their perspectives, ensuring that educational memes align with the lesson outcomes
and goals, fosters a meaningful, relevant, and engaging learning atmosphere. A consistent and careful
integration of these materials into pedagogical approaches is crucial in the effective delivery of lessons.
Theme 4: Blueprints of Wit. Ensuring that educational memes are aligned with lesson objectives is
essential for making the transfer of learning effective, meaningful, and relevant. Participants also noted
that the strategic use of memes was evident during lesson planning, as these materials were thoughtfully
incorporated into specific parts and aspects of instructional preparation.

Participant 2 highlighted the use of educational memes as part of her motivational strategies to target
literacy indicators, particularly during Classroom Observations. She shared:

“...especially mag CT, mag classroom observations. Motivation part, tapos, it could also be part sa
indicators sa literacy, especially didto pod sa indicator wherein strategize, mga planned activities, kadtong
ingon-ato siya nga part.”

Trans: (“...especially during CT (Classroom Teaching) and classroom observations. It’s part of the
motivation part, and it could also be included among the literacy indicators, particularly in the indicator
concerning strategies or planned activities.”)

Participant 3 also shared the same viewpoint, emphasizing that educational memes are integrated not only
in the motivation stage of the lesson plan but also during the discussion. She stated:
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“You can also see that one in our classes, especially if it's already in the motivation and discussion part of
our sessions.”

Participant 4 mentioned that educational memes were also incorporated into her lesson plan as a form of
takeaway activity. She shared:

“T used the memes as a takeaway. Takeaway ba. Every end of the lesson, I will also kanang include the
memes before I end my lesson sa akong slide.”

Trans: (“I used the memes as a takeaway in my Slideshow Presentation, especially at the end of my
lesson.”)

Participant 6 further stated that the incorporation of memes was primarily done during the discussion phase
and through various interactive activities outlined in the lesson plan. She shared:

“During discussion... and sometimes in activities like role playing and charades.”

Trans: (During discussion and sometimes in activities like role playing and charades.”)

Participant 7 solidified these insights, stating that the integration of memes should be deliberate and
purposeful, forming part of the lesson planning to ensure the smooth delivery of instruction. She claimed:
“It should be included in the planning, so that there will be no aftermath or kanang murag distraction after
the class.”

Trans: (“It should be included in the planning, so that there will be no aftermath or distraction after the
class.”)

These statements from the participants emphasized not only the incorporation of educational memes in
accordance with the lesson objectives, but also the strategic integration of these materials into the varied
parts of instructional preparation as a motivation or as a scaffold in the discussion part to effectively
achieve the learning outcomes. This corresponds with the findings of Villamil Rincon (2025), who
supposed that the deliberate inclusion of satirical memes as multimodal texts can be strategically
integrated into a didactic sequence to scaffold student learning. Villamil Rincon argued that when such
learner-centered artifacts are embedded across preparatory, interactive, and evaluative phases of a lesson,
they offer more than mere engagement: they support critical analysis of structural, semantic, and pragmatic
features of texts and foster deeper reflection on hidden messages (Villamil Rincén, 2025).

Moreover, Kyrpa et al. (2022) asserted that internet memes can be strategically integrated into philological
instruction to foster students’ motivation, creativity, and communicative competence. In their study,
memes were incorporated at different points in the lesson, including the beginning, middle, and end, each
serving a specific educational purpose. Specifically, memes were used as warm-up and motivational tools
at the start, as lexical or grammatical scaffolds during the main discussion, and as creative or reflective
prompts in the final phase. The authors noted that lesson tasks followed the principle of moving “from
simple to complex,” thereby engaging both lower- and higher-order thinking skills. They further advised
that educators should select memes purposefully, ensuring alignment with students’ psychological
characteristics, lesson objectives, and educational value.

Collectively, their findings demonstrate that thoughtfully integrated memes function not merely as
entertaining visuals but as structured components that enhance engagement, understanding, and reflection
in language learning (Kyrpa et al., 2022).

Theme 5: On-the-Spot Spark. While some participants intentionally incorporated educational memes
into their lesson plans, others reported integrating these materials spontaneously during instructional
preparation, inspired by real-time classroom dynamics.
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Participant 2 openly admitted that relevant educational memes often come to her mind spontaneously
during discussions, prompting her to immediately present them to the class in connection with the topic.
She stated:

“Usahay mo-pop up lang man gyud siya sa imung utok.”

Trans: (“Sometimes, it just suddenly pops up in your mind.”)

Participant 3 said that, inspired by real-time classroom dynamics, she integrated educational memes she
has encountered during vacant time while scrolling online that has connection with her topic in her next
class. She incorporated such memes as a motivational strategy. She narrated:

“There are times nga murag kuan gani siya, Ma'am, kanang murag spur of a moment. Murag naa kay,
murag naay mu-flicker sa imong mind ba nga, makahuhana, "Uy, nindot ni siya nga meme", especially if,
di ba? If you have the spare time um you will be reading some posts or mga educational kuan, di ba? Then
mura’g out of the moment nakabasa ka or nakakita kay ing-ani nga meme, then "Hala, murag, ma-relate
lagi ni sa akong klase today," di ba? Wala siya sa imong lesson plan pero at that particular time nga vacant
nimo, then next subject nimo to siya. Di ba? Murag makahuna, "hala kuan, related siya sa akong topic
karon." So why not share it as a motivation to the students, para ma-grab ilang attention from the very
start of the lesson daan para continuous ilang interaction throughout the whole session.”

Trans: (There are times, Ma’am, when it feels like it just happens spur of the moment. Sometimes
something just flickers in your mind, you come across a meme and think, ‘Oh, this one’s nice!” Especially
when you have some spare time, and you’re reading posts or educational materials, then suddenly you
come across a meme and think, ‘Wow, this is actually related to my class today.’ It’s not even part of your
lesson plan, but during your vacant time, before your next subject, you realize it’s connected to your topic.
So, why not use it as a motivation for the students, to capture their attention right at the start of the lesson
and sustain their interaction throughout the entire session.”)

Participant 6 also pointed out that educational memes can be utilized flexibly across varied parts of the
lesson plan, as long as it is aligned with the topic discussed. She shared:

“Bisag asa. Basta kay makita ka sa bata ug ana, mag-gama kag memes nga imo i-align of what the topic
nimo nga ge-discuss. Ma-salaag patrol man. So, for me, og unsa tong akong memes gi-apply, will be
aligned of the topic discussion.”

Trans: (Anywhere, really. If you can see that students need it, you create memes that you can align with
the topic you’re discussing, so as to avoid going astray. So, for me, the memes I use are always aligned
with the topic discussion.)

The participants’ responses highlight another perspective in which the inclusion of educational memes in
classroom instruction can occur spontaneously. Such integration may be inspired by the natural flow of
classroom dynamics and the teacher’s intuitive response to the learning context. Educational memes can
be used at various points throughout a lesson, such as at the beginning to motivate students, during
discussions to provide illustrative examples, or at the end to reinforce learning, provided they are always
relevant to the subject matter and aligned with the learning objectives.

Consistent with the findings of Nagamani and Subadra (2025), memes function as flexible, spontaneous
pedagogical tools that teachers can readily integrate at multiple points within a lesson. The findings
showed that memes are effective as instant motivational hooks, quick formative prompts, and discussion
scaffolds because they carry cultural relevance, visual cues, and afford immediate student recognition and
emotional engagement. When used spontaneously, such as to initiate a discussion, illustrate an idiom, or
reframe a thematic issue, memes encourage peer interaction and provide low-pressure opportunities for
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participants to construct meaning. It was further noted that teachers can adapt memes on the fly to respond
to classroom dynamics, thereby using them as both motivational starters and as scaffolds during whole-
class or small-group discussion.

Building on this idea, Sellami (2025) investigated how third-year EFL students engaged with cultural
memes analysis to develop their intercultural communicative competence. The study used a quasi-
experimental mixed-methods design, showing that beyond formal instructional materials, the peer-
generated, multimodal “memes” served as flexible, spontaneous artefacts that encouraged student
participation, motivation, and reflection on cultural knowledge, attitudes, skills, and critical awareness.
The findings suggest that memes were not strictly predetermined, but deployed in the classroom as part of
a semi-structured “treatment” phase where students analyzed and discussed memes in real time, thereby
allowing for spontaneous peer-interaction and emergent discussion of cultural issues.

Emergent Theme 3: Memes in Motion

This theme talks about educational memes as multimodal pedagogical tools that simultaneously enhance
comprehension, engagement, motivation, creativity, critical thinking, and collaborative learning. Across
the participants’ accounts, memes consistently emerged as instructional aids that simplify complex
content, stimulate sustained attention, and transform passive classrooms into interactive learning
environments.

Theme 6: Magnetic Learning Moments. Educational memes capture learners’ attention and sustain
focus through their humor and visual appeal, making lessons more engaging and enjoyable. By combining
entertainment with instruction, memes create a stimulating learning environment that increases students’
receptiveness to new ideas while motivating active participation, deeper engagement, and peer
collaboration.

Participant 1 explained that incorporating humorous memes into lessons creates an enjoyable and engaging
learning experience that captures students’ attention and sustains their focus. She observed that learners
are particularly drawn to love-themed memes, which not only entertain them but also make the lesson
more relatable and meaningful. She shared:

“They are motivated, kai magakataw-anay man sila. Kanang gamiton nako, kanang mga tungkol ba sa
love na mga memes. Kana, ma-focus ilang attention sa imong subject, diba. Instead of kanang brain nila
gahiasa, mofocus sila sa imong subject... Mostly mga 80%. Example, mo-ingon ko nilag “I like Gold pero
walay A.” Kanang “U” man A-U, “YOU”. Dayon magkataw-anan man sila, mo-balik nang focus nila.
Para kanang focus sa estudyante nga usahay ga-salaag. Kanang ilang focus mo-punta gyud nimo, diba?
Dayon ug, especially kanang mga student, after 40 minutes or 45 minutes, wala na ilang huna-huna, ga-
salaag na pod. Mo-memes napud ka ana para ma-balik napod ilang attention.”

Trans: “They become motivated because they start laughing together. I usually use memes about love, and
with those, their attention becomes more focused on the subject, right? Instead of their minds wandering,
they start concentrating on the lesson, mostly around 80% of them. For example, I would say, ‘I like Gold
but without the A.” That means ‘U,” because A-U meaning ‘YOU.’ Then they all laugh, and their focus
returns. It helps refocus students whose attention sometimes drifts during the lesson. Especially after 40
or 45 minutes, when their minds start to wander again, I use another meme to bring their attention back.”)
Participant 2 cited that memes are effective tools for adding humor, color, and creativity to classroom
discussions. She explained that incorporating memes helps clarify lesson concepts while keeping students
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entertained and engaged. By using relatable examples through humorous analogies, she demonstrated how
memes can make abstract ideas more meaningful and memorable for learners. She narrated:

“I would say memes are effective gyod pod siya. Again, that is only to give color lang to that scenario lang
gyod, to give spices siya of the day. Of communication, and I told them nga, “Hindi ko kailangan ng
medium or channel, basta palagi kayong absent, direkta akong pupunta sa inyo.” Mokatawa ra, man.
Usually mo-smile rana sila. Because the topic that time, was actually about mediums and channels, to give
emphasis - what is the meaning of channel? What is the meaning of medium?”

Trans: (“I would say that memes are indeed effective. Again, they simply add color to the scenario. They
serve as the ‘spice of the day’ in communication. I even told my students, ‘I don’t need any medium or
channel, if you’re always absent, I’ll go directly to you.” They just laughed and smiled. At that time, our
topic was actually about mediums and channels, and I used that joke to emphasize their meanings.”)
Participant 3 accentuated that integrating educational memes into lessons significantly enhances student
engagement and interaction compared to traditional teaching methods, as memes capture attention,
stimulate discussion, and encourage students to actively share insights, making learning more enjoyable
and meaningful. She said:

“I have in MIL, Media and Information Literacy. So, by the time that I am discussing first, I'll be providing
educational meme for them to be able to comprehend or to share their insights. I've tried for them to report
on a certain topic. So, they have provided an educational meme for that particular um topic. Then they
will be asking their classmates on what are their inputs or ideas based on the meme that they have provided.
It can make you happy, especially some of the students, if you will be discussing alone, they will just stay
quiet. It's really helpful in terms of first, is gaining the attention of the students. Then you are also
encouraging engagement, since students tend to be more responsive whenever you are providing
educational meme, then ma-motivate na sila, of course ana kay pag motivated sila, mu-interact sila, then
mu-engaged sila within the classroom.”

Trans: (“I teach Media and Information Literacy (MIL). When I start a lesson, I provide an educational
meme to help students understand the topic or share their insights. I also ask them to report on certain
topics, and for these reports, they create and present an educational meme related to their assigned topic.
Afterward, they ask their classmates to share their ideas or interpretations based on the meme they
presented. This approach creates a positive atmosphere because some students tend to remain quiet. Using
educational memes is really helpful, especially in gaining students’ attention and encouraging engagement.
Students become more responsive when memes are used, and once they are motivated, they are more
likely to interact and actively participate in class discussions.”)

Participant 4 added that meme incorporation not only increases student engagement but also encourages
deeper generation of ideas, voice out students’ truths, making lessons more interactive and meaningful
compared to traditional lecture-based approaches. She shared:

“We can also observe nga with those mga ways, strategy in teaching using memes, I can say nga ang
students are engaging in the lesson compared to plain rajud nga imohang ipakita sa unsa ang nakita sa
module. Like the usual is kaning chalk-aided, kaning lecture after then quiz after, without even asking
them what is the impact of our lesson. So with the memes, it's a sort of allowing them to voice out also
what is the impact of a certain phrase found in the educational memes. So, makaingon jud ko nga gamit
jud siya, kuan siya karon sa learning and teaching practices, one of the effective tools pud siya in
elaborating your lesson and in enriching the idea, not just with the content alone but also with the idea of
the learners.”
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Trans: (“We can also observe that, with these strategies of teaching using memes, I can say that students
are more engaged in the lesson compared to simply showing them what is in the module. Typically, it’s
chalk-aided lectures, followed by quizzes, without even asking the students about the impact of the lesson.
With memes, however, students are given a chance to express their understanding and reflect on the impact
of certain phrases found in the educational memes. So, I can confidently say that using memes in teaching
and learning practices is truly effective. They serve not only to elaborate the lesson and enrich its content
but also to expand students’ ideas.”)

Participant 5 revealed that using interactive and creative approaches, such as memes and student-led
activities, promotes active participation, peer-to-peer learning, and deeper understanding, wherein the
teacher acts as a facilitator rather than the sole source of knowledge. She stated:

“There is an active participation like you are going to give a memes and balik ma'am. Pag-resback nila, o,
ma-ma enjoy pud ka. Kai high school baya, dili pod na sila mag-duha-duha na mohatag pod silag ilaha.
Mas chada ang understanding Ma’am kung students to students. Not all the time nga teacher to students,
students to teacher. Dapat students to students, mo-act ra kag facilitator.”

Trans: (“There is active participation when you give a meme, and then they respond, Ma’am. When they
respond, you’ll also enjoy it. Since they are high school students, they won’t hesitate to contribute their
own ideas. Understanding is much better, Ma’am, when it’s students to students, not always teacher to
students or students to teacher. It should be students to students, and you just act as a facilitator.”)
Participant 6 confirmed that integrating memes into teaching transforms lessons from a teacher-centered,
passive experience into an engaging, relatable, and memorable learning process, promoting both
comprehension and practical application. She shared:

“So, it's like a teacher centered approach only, but if you're going to integrate memes, it will be a great
interaction between the teacher and the student, so they can also relate and then they can use it in their
day-to-day life or outside the classroom...and they would not easily forget that kind of lesson.”
Participant 7 also held that allowing students to actively share ideas, collaborate with peers, and engage
with relatable content like educational memes enhances attentiveness, deepens understanding, and
promotes meaningful, real-world application of lessons. She also highlighted the importance of peer-
assisted tutoring, ensuring that there is no monopoly on knowledge. She shared:

“Helpful jud siya and effective because you'll be able to integrate it in our lesson and then the students can
also interact, engage with the lesson if you're going to use these educational memes and they can relate.
So, they can carry it in their daily lives knowing that those memes that they share in their Facebook
accounts, in their social media accounts are not just for a laughing stuff, but also it brings meaning to our
daily life. Like, for example, if they can see memes in their accounts, they would try to dig deeper, unsa
diay meaning ani? kay we have been using it in our kuan. So, it's not just in the four walls of our classrooms
that they can create meaning out of those pictures, but they can also use it in their day-to-day interactions.”
Trans: (“Using educational memes is very helpful and effective because it allows integration with the
lesson, and students can interact and engage more meaningfully. They can relate to the lesson, and they
can even carry it into their daily lives. Memes on their social media accounts are not just for entertainment;
they can also have meaning. For example, when they see a meme online, they might try to understand its
deeper meaning because they’ve already encountered it in class. So, learning is not confined to the four
walls of the classroom; students can also create meaning from these visuals in their day-to-day
interactions.”)
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The majority of the participants consistently emphasized that the integration of educational memes
effectively sustains students’ attention by introducing humor, visual appeal, and relatability that break
classroom monotony. These features not only clarify complex concepts and support retention but also
motivate learners to actively participate. Through meme incorporation, classrooms become more
interactive and collaborative.

Following the same reasoning, Eldeeb (2024) explored how the integration of memes in a pharmacology
course impacted second-year medical students’ engagement and performance. The study found that
students exposed to meme-based review sessions demonstrated significantly higher performance in the
multiple-choice questions aligned with the meme content. Additionally, students rated their satisfaction
with the use of memes highly (M =4.48/5), reporting that the memes made learning less boring, increased
focus, improved memorization, and stimulated peer discussions. Qualitative feedback further showed that
students appreciated memes that were clear, relatable, and linked to real-world clinical practice, and that
such artifacts prompted collaborative reflection and created stronger peer-connections.

In agreement, a multimodal analysis of Internet memes used in the promotional campaign for the Podlaskie
Voivodeship revealed that the deliberate use of humour, particularly through puns, wordplay, and
culturally rooted references, together with the interaction of visual and verbal elements, effectively
challenged regional stereotypes, strengthened local pride, and reshaped the region’s identity. The study
demonstrates how humorous memes, by integrating linguistic and visual elements, function as effective
tools for engagement and identity reconstruction within a digital regional branding context (Bury, 2025).
Theme 7: From Complexity to Comprehension. The integration of educational memes functions as an
innovative instructional tool that simplifies complex and abstract concepts by presenting them in relatable
and visually engaging formats. By breaking down difficult ideas into easily digestible content, memes
enhance students’ comprehension while also strengthening retention and recall, thereby supporting long-
term learning and deeper conceptual understanding.

Participant 1 reported that educational memes serve as effective tools for motivating students, particularly
in subjects that are complex or heavily fact-based, such as Science. By incorporating memes and their
naturally humorous and engaging nature, teachers can make lessons more relatable and easier for students
to understand. According to her, the lighthearted and visual quality of memes helps captivate students’
attention and transform seemingly difficult concepts into more enjoyable and accessible learning
experiences. She shared:

“Educational memes are effective tools in motivating the students. Example, complex nga subject, mo-
gamit ka ug mga tools para mai-simplify mo ang complex ideas to a more related. Ma-relate ba nila sa
mga estudyante ug unsa kabahin imung learning objectives... So complex kaayo ang Science, mogamit
ka ug memes para ma-break the ice para maka-kuan sila murag, sayon na man ni, ana... They make the
subject more simple, aside from that, funny siya... Uh, it's a great help for me as a teacher, because kanang
makuha mo ba ang attention sa mga estudyante, especially Science kay lisod kanunay magmemorize, at
funny ang memes, dayon naa pud kay makat-unan niya, diba? Combination of knowledge and kanang
funny, diba? Ah, kanang kuan man ko sa, education must be fun.”

Trans: (“Educational memes are effective tools for motivating students. For example, in a complex subject,
you can use different tools to simplify difficult ideas and make them more relatable. Students can then
connect better to the lesson and understand how it aligns with your learning objectives. Since Science can
be very complex, using memes helps break the ice and makes students feel like, ‘Oh, this isn’t so hard
after all.” Memes make the subject simpler, and aside from that, they’re also funny. It’s a great help for me
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as a teacher because it captures the students’ attention especially in science, where memorization is often
difficult. With memes, students find it more engaging because they’re funny yet informative. It becomes
a combination of learning and humor. I really believe that education must be fun.”)

Participant 2 also emphasized that educational memes can serve as effective instructional tools for
explaining specific academic terms. This approach helps students easily understand and remember
technical or jargon-related vocabulary. She shared:

“There are also times nga pwede nimu siya gamiton to explain certain terminologies.”

Trans: (“There are also times when you can use it to explain certain terminologies.”)

Participant 3 further reinforced the idea that educational memes have the ability to simplify complex
concepts into comprehensible and easily digestible visual representations. She stated:

“Mga non-linear, then mi-nugbo na, then with that picture. So, it would be easier, mas, ma-simplify ang
mga complex ideas sa students.”

Trans: (" They are non-linear, fragment type, and with picture. So, it would be easier; the complex ideas
for the students would be simplified.")

Participant 5 also added that memes serve as a tool for long-term retention and recall of the lesson
concepts. She highlighted that the visual and humorous nature of memes helps students create stronger
mental associations with the material, thereby improving memory consolidation and supporting the
retrieval of information during review or assessment. She shared:

“They can easily remember on the next day if I will say what about? Okay, there is a certain uh what is
this? kind of pairing on it, ma’am. It could be A + B then there is C. So that A + B + C it could be AC +
B. So very easy for them.”

Participant 6 solidified this insight by emphasizing that learning through memes opens an avenue for
retention and real-world application. She shared:

“Students can relate and bring the lesson outside the classroom. So, that's it, that that lesson from that
meme that they can relate, then it will be, they are going to bring it, and they would not be easily forget
that kind of lesson.”

These perspectives from the participants signified that educational memes play a key role in learning by
using humor, analogies, and visuals to simplify complex concepts. This approach not only improves
understanding and memory retention but also creates an engaging and meaningful learning environment
that supports the practical application of knowledge.

Echoing previous findings, Subbiramaniyan et al. (2022) investigated the use of memes as a learning
strategy in a renal physiology course. Their thematic analysis of student feedback (n=142) divulged that
memes simplified complex physiological concepts, making them more accessible and easier to understand.
Students reported that translating challenging topics into humorous, visual, and concise meme formats
helped break down abstract mechanisms into manageable ideas, enhanced recall, and fostered peer
discussion. This finding suggests that meme-based activities can serve not only as engagement tools but
also as effective scaffolding methods for complex STEM content, supporting both comprehension and
collaborative learning.

Likewise, Aedo and Millafilo (2022) theorized that integrating memes into EFL lessons can enhance both
vocabulary acquisition and retention. Their study with young EFL learners demonstrated significant gains
in pre-, post-, and delayed post-test scores after exposure to multimodal meme texts, indicating that the
combination of visual and linguistic cues in memes supports memory, engagement, and motivation in
language learning. Combining these two insights, exposure to meme-incorporated materials enhances both
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students’ content retention and engagement, demonstrating that the combination of visual and linguistic
cues in memes functions as an effective mnemonic and motivational tool in learning.

Theme 8: The Insight Engine. With their rich combination of visual and linguistic elements, educational
memes not only catch students’ attention but also stimulate creativity and foster the development of critical
thinking skills, which are essential competencies that 21st-century learners need to navigate complex
problems and engage meaningfully with information.

Participant 1 openly stressed that meme-creation activity develops students’ creativity, as it allows them
to draw upon and relate the content to their personal experiences and everyday realities. She claimed:
“Nag-ask ko nila ug sila’y maghimo ug memes. Example, “Periodic table, ga-hilak sila, dayon ga-kuan
silag ML, magkatawa ana.” Ingon ana, para makarelate sila ug unsa nang subject. Example kini, “Things
I studied, dayon things on the exam.” Laayo ra kaayo sa ilang gitun-an, ana.”

Trans: (“I asked them to create memes. For example, ‘The periodic table, they were crying, then they
played ML (Mobile Legends), and it made them laugh.’ It was like that so they could relate to the subject.
Another example is, ‘Things I studied, then things on the exam.’ It’s completely different from what they
actually studied.”)

Participant 3 emphasized the role of meme integration in honing students' critical thinking skills through
strategic questioning and reflection on the connections between the meme content and the lesson
objectives. She stated:

“They will be talking about the particular meme, then you will be asking some questions. Then di ba?
There are questions nga based sa meme, muconnect siya gyud sa imong lesson, so they are able to reflect
or they are able to share their idea about the meme, then after that one, you will be asking questions from
that meme that is related to the topic that you are already having on that particular day... You are also
encouraging critical thinking and creative thinking.”

Trans: (“They will discuss a particular meme, and then you will ask some questions. There are questions
based on the meme that directly connect to your lesson, allowing them to reflect and share their ideas
about the meme. After that, you will ask questions from the meme that relate to the topic you are teaching
that day. In this way, you are also encouraging both critical and creative thinking.”)

Participant 4 noted that educational memes create opportunities for multiple interpretations among
students, reflecting their diverse backgrounds, experiences, and perspectives. This multiplicity of meaning
fosters open-ended discussions, encourages learners to express their ideas freely, and promotes the
development of critical thinking skills by allowing students to analyze, question, and connect concepts in
personally meaningful ways. She said:

“Kay, kuan man ang mga bata nato noh, what you call, diverse noh. So lahi-lahi'g interpretation, maybe
because based on the environment they have at home, or based sa kanang upbringing sa family, noh. Lahi-
lahi silang interpretation... open lang siya, open lang kay, I need to ask their kuan man, idea unsa, and
then mga three or two siguro, so naay gyu'y mahitabu nga lahilahi silag interpretation.”

Trans: (“Well, our students, you know, are diverse, right? So, they have different interpretations, maybe
because of their home environment or the way they were raised by their families. Their interpretations
vary... It’s open-ended, because I need to ask for their ideas, maybe from two or three of them, and then
something happens where each of them has a different interpretation.”)

Participant 5 further strengthened this insight by emphasizing that memes can be integrated as meme-
based tasks to stimulate students’ analytical thinking. She asserted that engaging with memes encourages
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learners to interpret, analyze, and connect visual and textual elements, thereby honing their cognitive
processing of ideas. She stated:

“They can create memes themselves... in a way of game. Pahula-hula, guessing, prediction, inference,
analysis...makatabang sila ma’am. Kay makahunahuna man na.”

Trans: (“They can create memes themselves as part of a game, like guessing, making predictions,
inferences, and analyses. It really helps them, Ma’am, because it makes them think critically.”)
Participant 7 explained that the strategic use of critical questioning through educational memes reinforces
reflective and analytical learning by prompting students to think beyond surface meanings. Through meme
integration, learners become more aware of how media and political messages can shape opinions and
behaviors, allowing them to make informed and responsible decisions. In this way, educational memes not
only stimulate engagement but also cultivate critical consumer awareness and evaluative thinking skills.
She stated:

“We also have to follow it up with HOTS Questions. Mga educational memes, murag magamit jud to nila
in their day-to-day activities and then if they grow old, they can vote now. So, they can also look back on
those propaganda kaning mga gi-istorya aning mga politicians, dili gyud ni sila ingog 100% makuan,
propaganda ra man gyud ni sila. Wise buyer too, every day. Kay mopalit ta, moana man jud tag kadtong
ka Kathryn nga shampoo ako paliton. Dili man gyud na kuan, usa ka kuan, maputi na ka, dili man jud na
siya tinuod. So, kuan, murag dapat ma-aware pud ta aning mga memes, naa man jud siyay meaning nga
gidala, so ato pod na siyang i-apply sa atoang lives.”

Trans: (““We also have to follow it up with HOTS questions. Educational memes can really be used in their
day-to-day activities, and when they grow older and are already able to vote, they can look back on that
propaganda, the things said by politicians, knowing that these are not really 100% true and are just
propaganda. They can also be wise buyers every day. When we buy something, we tend to say, “I will buy
that shampoo endorsed by Kathryn.” But that is not really true, using it will not automatically make you
fair. So, we should also be aware of memes because they carry meanings, and we should apply these
meanings to our lives.”)

The collective responses of the participants revealed that educational memes serve as essential tools in
developing the competencies required for 21st-century learning. Through strategically designed Higher
Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) questions, students are encouraged to engage in deeper analytical and
reflective thinking. Meme-based tasks also foster creativity by allowing learners to connect lesson
concepts with their real-life experiences. Moreover, memes function as powerful instruments for
promoting critical thinking, empowering students to become catalysts for change, particularly in making
informed and responsible decisions about societal and political issues. By engaging with meme-integrated
materials, students participate in meaningful discussions that open avenues for diverse interpretations and
a richer understanding of the lesson.

In the same vein, Tabatabaeiii, Bella, and Victor (2024) posited that Gen Z’s immersion in meme culture
creates both opportunities and challenges for digital citizenship. As memes function not only as humorous
artifacts but also as vehicles for ideological expression and emotional influence, they can easily shape
public perception and discourse. The authors explained that critical thinking equips young users with the
ability to examine the underlying meanings, purposes, and persuasive techniques found in memes,
allowing them to differentiate satire from misinformation and manipulative content. Simultaneously,
emotional intelligence equips users to recognize their affective responses to digital content, such as anger,
amusement, or empathy, preventing uncritical emotional contagion.
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Correspondingly, Nguyen et al. (2022) found that integrating internet memes into ESL instruction
supported learners in developing multiple dimensions of digital literacy, including the abilities to
communicate, use information, collaborate, and (re)design new meanings via digital content
(Pegrum et al.’s framework). The authors provided a practical “Meme Selection and Implementation
Guide” along with an exemplar task, showing that when learners engage in locating, analyzing, and
creating memes, they become more aware of digital practices and gain confidence in participating in online
communities. The study further underscores that memes are not merely humorous add-ons but can act as
multimodal artefacts bridging language learning and digital skill development, thereby enhancing both
language competence and digital literacies in tandem.

DISCUSSION

Theme 1: From Scroll to School

Participants’ initial familiarity with educational memes comes primarily from widespread accessibility on
social media platforms, reflecting their technological adaptability, but this is formally enhanced and
developed through professional sharing within their educational networks.

Social feed as cradle of meaning. This theme highlights that social media platform functions as the
primary channel for the dissemination of educational memes, given their widespread sharing and
accessibility online, particularly on Facebook. Participants noted they encounter memes frequently on
platforms like Threads and Instagram, emphasizing that these materials are "very on trend right now" in
the online environment. This perspective demonstrates that teachers are technologically inclined and
adaptive in their instructional practices.

Practice of playful exchange. While social media remains the dominant channel, professional
engagements are also essential in meme dissemination. Participants noted that these educational memes
are encountered through interactions with colleagues and are incorporated into learning modules made by
fellow educators from the Siquijor Division. Memes are also shared during collaborative activities aimed
at exchanging expertise, such as staff meetings, reflecting the rich professional engagement of teachers
and influencing them to restructure their practices to resonate with the modern generation.

Theme 2: Meme-ingful Pedagogy

The derived insight from the participants indicated that successful integration of educational memes
requires deliberate pedagogical consideration, prioritizing clear alignment with learning objectives and
strategic use within lesson planning, although teachers also utilize them flexibly and spontaneously when
relevant classroom dynamics arise.

Curricular compass. Participants strongly emphasized that meme integration must be clearly aligned
with lesson objectives to ensure appropriateness, relevance, and a coherent discussion. They stressed that
memes should be appropriate, respectful, and related to a "real-life situation based on the student's
experience" so that students can relate. This alignment is considered vital to ensure a smooth and coherent
discussion and to prevent complicating the students’ learning situation. Successful integration requires
careful and deliberate planning as an integral part of lesson preparation.

Blueprints of wit. Ensuring alignment allows for the strategic integration of memes, as they are
thoughtfully incorporated into specific parts of instructional preparation to effectively achieve learning
outcomes. Memes are frequently used as part of motivational strategies (especially during classroom
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observations), included in the discussion part of sessions, and sometimes incorporated as a takeaway
activity at the end of the lesson. This deliberate inclusion acts as a scaffold in the discussion part.
On-the-spot spark. While strategic planning is common, some teachers reported integrating educational
memes spontaneously during instructional preparation, inspired by real-time classroom dynamics. A
relevant educational meme may "just suddenly pops up" in the teacher's mind during discussion, or be
encountered during vacant time while scrolling online and then used immediately as a motivational
strategy. This flexibility allows memes to be incorporated at any stage of the lesson (opener, illustrative
example, reinforcement) so long as they remain aligned with the subject matter and learning objectives.

Theme 3: Memes in Motion

Educational memes function as dynamic, multimodal pedagogical tools that transform classrooms into
engaging, interactive, and student-centered learning spaces. Rather than serving as mere entertainment,
memes emerged as instructional devices that simplify complex content, sustain attention, and extend
learning beyond the classroom, aligning instruction with students’ everyday digital experiences.
Magnetic learning moments. Educational memes serve as effective attention-capturing tools that sustain
focus and motivation. Through humor, visual appeal, and relatability, memes break classroom monotony,
re-center students’ attention, and encourage active participation and peer interaction. As a result,
classrooms shift from passive, teacher-centered settings to more lively and collaborative learning
environments, enhancing students’ receptiveness, engagement, and overall comprehension.

From complexity to comprehension. Memes simplify complex and abstract concepts by presenting them
in concise, visual, and relatable formats. Participants noted that memes help break down difficult content,
clarify terminologies, and reduce cognitive load, making learning more accessible and engaging. Through
the combined use of humor and imagery, memes enhance retention and recall, allowing students to
remember and apply concepts beyond the classroom.

The insight engine. Educational memes enhance engagement while fostering creativity, critical thinking,
and reflective judgment. Meme-based activities encourage students to create, analyze, and interpret
content, linking lessons to real-life experiences. Open-ended interpretations and guided questioning
develop Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS), enabling learners to evaluate meanings, question
assumptions, and engage in informed discussions. Meme-based materials empower students as active
meaning-makers, promoting digital literacy, critical awareness, and responsible decision-making.

Conclusions

Based on the findings, several conclusions can be drawn regarding the lived experiences of teachers
integrating educational memes. This pedagogical approach effectively bridges digital culture and
classroom instruction by drawing from social media as a primary source of meaning and by utilizing
professional networks for the sharing of instructional resources. The successful integration of educational
memes functions as a meaningful pedagogical strategy that requires intentional alignment with learning
objectives and consideration of students’ familiar digital culture. Moreover, educational memes serve as
dynamic multimodal tools that transform traditional classrooms into interactive and student-centered
learning environments. By simplifying complex and abstract concepts into accessible visual forms, memes
support comprehension and long-term retention, particularly in content-heavy subjects such as Science.
Memes also foster the development of essential 21st-century skills, including critical thinking and
creativity, through guided questioning and the exploration of multiple interpretations. Overall, the findings
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indicate that teachers function as essential mediators who translate abstract academic content into the
relatable visual language of the digital generation, sustaining student engagement and reducing
instructional monotony.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of this study, it is recommended that school administrators organize school-based
capacity-building workshops focused on the responsible use of educational memes. These workshops
should include practical strategies for selecting, adapting, and evaluating content aligned with learning
competencies. They should also be supported by lesson demonstrations, content-check tools, and peer-
sharing sessions.

Teachers are advised to carefully screen meme-based materials and should integrate memes deliberately
by aligning activities with curricular objectives. Teachers are also encouraged to address diverse learners’
needs and facilitate guided discussions that strengthen comprehension and critical thinking. Memes should
be used strategically as supplementary instructional resources to enhance engagement and support the
learning preferences of 21st-century digital learners.

Lastly, future researchers are encouraged to examine the evolving role of educational memes within digital
learning environments. They may conduct experimental studies to determine the effects of meme-based
instruction on student learning outcomes, motivation, and retention. Comparative studies across subject
areas, grade levels, and cultural contexts are also recommended to identify variations in effectiveness,
engagement, and cultural appropriateness.
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This study adhered to strict ethical standards to safeguard participants’ rights, dignity, and well-being.
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beneficence, respect for autonomy, and justice throughout the study. Trustworthiness was reinforced
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protect data privacy.
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