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Abstract 

During political movements media has played a crucial role in shaping public opinion during pre- 

independence India,  newspapers were one of the main aspects to spread political ideology, nationalist 

thoughts and beliefs, Indian newspapers explained how the British rule was understood by the people and 

also the relation between different communities. 

The research paper highlights the role of newspaper in shaping the ideology during India’s freedom 

struggle with special mentions for Amrita bazaar Patrika and The Hindu, because of the powerful 

nationalist background. The newspapers were chosen to study about how news reports and editorials 

reflected the ideology of nationalist, sometimes reinforced ideology and communal difference. 

Old newspapers editions history books and official digital prints were used for the research, the results 

suggest that newspaper strongly supported in unity amongst the people and the freedom movement. They 

also included ideology that shaped public thinking, the study ends with that it wasn’t the main reason for 

the partition of India but played an important role in changing the mind-set of the society’s people during 

a very sensitive historical period. 
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Introduction 

The phase from 1930 to 1947 was the most important period in Indian history, it included large scale 

political movements, mass participation, negotiation with the British government, independence and 

partition.  Newspaper became one of the main source of information during those days as radio stations 

was not that upgraded and television didn’t exist, newspaper has a strong influence on public opinion. 

During those days Indian paper was not just used to spread about events, but was used for shaping peoples 

political thinking. Opinions were often clearly expressed by the journalist and editors, which led to clear 

political positions. Newspaper helped in participation of national movements by explaining political 

issues, British Policies and by encouraging people to participate. Social and ideological tensions were also 

reflected at the same time. 

Political debates were becoming more complexed as India was moving closer to independence. Common 

topics were about religious identity, power sharing and future of the nation. This study observes about the 
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contribution of newspaper in ideological thinking during those period and whether their role had any 

connection with the divide that led to partition. 

This study is mainly on The Hindu and Amrita Bazar Patrika , the two important nationalist newspapers. 

This paper tries to understand their role by the relationship between media, history and ideology. 

 

Literature Review 

When we look back at how India gained its independence, it’s clear that newspapers weren't just printing 

the news they were making it. Historians and researchers spend a lot of time debating exactly how much 

power the press really held during those years. 

While everyone agrees that journalists were right in the thick of the political action, there is a big debate 

about their true impact. Some people think newspapers simply acted as a mirror, reflecting the struggles 

and changes happening in society. Others argue that the press did something much more intense: they 

believe certain publications actually sharpened the political and religious divides between people, 

eventually fuelling the fire that led to the Partition. 

 

Press as a Tool of Nationalist Mobilisation 

The Indian national movement wasn't just fought on the streets; it was fought on the pages of newspapers. 

Historians like Bipan Chandra and Sumit Sarkar have long argued that the press was the ultimate 

"classroom" for the public. At a time when most people were cut off from formal political debates, 

newspapers broke down heavy topics like how the British were draining India’s wealth or why certain 

laws were unfair into language that actually made sense to the average person. 

It wasn't just about dry facts, though. Journals like the Economic and Political Weekly highlight how the 

press turned nationalism from a hobby for the wealthy elite into a true mass movement. When people read 

stories about local protests, unfair arrests, or police crackdowns, it sparked a genuine emotional fire. It 

made readers feel like they were part of something bigger, turning passive observers into active 

participants. 

Of course, these papers weren't trying to be "balanced" in the way we expect news to be today. For many 

editors, journalism was a mission, not just a job. They weren't just reporting the news; they were picking 

a side. While this meant they weren't always objective, it gave the papers an incredible amount of 

influence. They weren't just informing the public they were mobilizing a nation. 

 

Ideological Nature of Colonial-Era Journalism 

One big thing you see in the research is just how ideological journalism was back in colonial India. Most 

newspapers didn't even try to be neutral; they almost always had a specific political dog in the fight. 

Whether they were taking a moderate or a radical stance, the goal wasn't just to report the news it was to 

push an agenda and spread ideas. 

As Natarajan points out in his work, editors basically treated their papers like a megaphone to argue their 

points and get people moving. This became even more obvious during massive political shifts like the 

Civil Disobedience or Quit India movements. In those high-stress moments, balanced reporting usually 

took a backseat to ideological messaging. This is a crucial point for my study because it proves that the 

press wasn't just a by stander; it was a powerful tool for shaping how people thought. When those political 

views started mixing with people's sense of identity, the influence of the press became even more intense. 
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Role of The Hindu in Pre-Independence India 

Looking back at India’s fight for independence, The Hindu was way more than just a daily paper it was 

the go-to voice for the country's thinkers and intellectuals. When it started in 1878, it quickly became the 

"adult in the room." While other papers might have gone for flashy headlines or drama, The Hindu kept 

things steady, serious, and factual. People actually listened because it didn't just report what was 

happening; it used sharp, logical arguments to pick apart British policies and build a case for self-rule. 

What’s fascinating is how it played the "moderate" card. Instead of pushing for wild, sudden rebellions, 

the paper focused on legal changes and sitting down at the negotiation table. This made it a must-read for 

lawyers and scholars, but that calm vibe was a bit of a double-edged sword. Some critics felt that when 

social or communal tensions got really ugly, the paper was almost too cautious. It often chose political 

stability over addressing the raw, messy emotions that were pulling society apart. Still, you can’t talk about 

Indian independence without mentioning it. For the people leading the charge, The Hindu was the lens 

they used to see the path to freedom. 

 

Role of Amrita Bazar Patrika and Militant Nationalist Journalism 

The Amrita Bazar Patrika holds a legendary spot in Indian history, mostly because it was just so incredibly 

gutsy. Started back in 1868, it wasn't just a newspaper; it was a loud, defiant voice against British rule. 

While other papers of the time were often polite or "moderate," the Patrika didn't pull any punches. It used 

emotional, fiery language to call out colonial officials and cheer on the growing independence movement. 

The most famous story about its defiance happened when the British passed the Vernacular Press Act to 

silence local-language papers. In a legendary move of "malicious compliance," the editors switched the 

entire paper from Bengali to English overnight just to bypass the law and keep publishing. It was a massive 

win for resistance against censorship. 

Of course, that level of passion was a double-edged sword. On one hand, it was brilliant at firing up the 

public and making people feel a deep, emotional connection to the nationalist cause. On the other hand, it 

could be pretty stubborn. If you didn't agree with their specific brand of nationalism, you were usually met 

with sharp criticism rather than a fair debate. It’s a classic example of how powerful media can be when 

it mixes ideology with raw emotion it can build a revolution, but it also makes it very hard to find a middle 

ground. 

 

Media, Communal Identity, and Political Division 

It’s a fascinating and honestly, pretty heavy topic. When you look at the history of colonial India, it’s easy 

to blame the media for the deep communal rifts that eventually led to Partition. But most historians argue 

that newspapers weren’t the "spark" that started the fire; that credit usually goes to British policies like 

"divide and rule" and the introduction of separate electorates, which essentially baked division into the 

legal system. 

That said, the press definitely acted as an amplifier. Instead of reporting on political conflicts as a struggle 

for rights or resources, newspapers frequently framed them through the lens of religious identity. Every 

time a riot or a heated negotiation was described in terms of "us vs. them," it slowly rewired how the 

public viewed their neighbours. By the 1940s, this wasn't necessarily about journals explicitly calling for 

a split, but rather the way their language made a divided society feel inevitable. Over time, the constant 

drumming of communal narratives shifted the dream of a unified nation into a reality of separate identities. 
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Research Gap 

While many books talk about how newspapers helped win India’s freedom, we don't often look at how 

those same papers actually shaped the mind-set that led to Partition. Most history books either cheer for 

the press as nationalist heroes or put all the blame for the country's split on the politicians of the time. 

This study tries to bridge that gap. By looking closely at newspapers like The Hindu and Amrita Bazar 

Patrika between 1930 and 1947, I’m exploring how the media back then reflected deep-seated tensions 

around identity and politics. Instead of just listing historical dates, I want to show how the stories people 

read every morning actually helped build the ideologies that defined that era. 

 

 
 

Research Methodology 

The method used for this research is qualitative research and is completely based on secondary data. The 

main objective of this study is to interpret rather than statistic. The research focuses on analysing 

meanings, narratives and ideological framing of newspaper content, instead of numerical data collection. 

The data was collected from the editions of The Hindu and Amrita Bazar Patrika that was published 

between 1930 to 1947. In addition, books on Indian journalism, academic journal articles, historical 

studies and official digital archives were taken to provide for contextual understanding. These sources 

helped to identify recurring themes, ideological tone and patterns of representation. 

The primary method used in this research is content analysis. To understand how issues were framed and 

interpreted, the editorials, headlines, political commentary and reports were carefully observed. Attention 

was paid to language, tone, emphasis, and recurring references to identity and ideology. The study 

identifies how ideological narratives were evolved over time by analysing patterns across multiple 

editions. 
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The methodology is descriptive and analytical in nature. It seeks to interpret how media narratives were 

contributing to shape public thinking during a period of intense political change rather than aiming to 

prove a direct causal link between newspapers and Partition. 

 

Findings 

Back in the final stretch of India’s freedom struggle, newspapers were doing way more than just reporting 

the facts they were basically the heartbeat of the whole movement. It’s pretty fascinating because they 

didn't just tell people what was happening; they actually changed how people felt and what they believed 

in. If you were reading The Hindu or Amrita Bazar Patrika back then, you were getting a constant stream 

of stories about protests, arrests, and the heavy-handed ways the British were trying to keep control. This 

steady stream of news changed everything it made ordinary folks feel like they were right there in the 

thick of the struggle, even if they were just reading about it from their own front porches. It turned a bunch 

of scattered protests into one big, shared national story. 

However, you have to remember that these papers weren't just neutral bystanders. The editors had skin in 

the game, and their personal politics totally leaked into the articles. They definitely played favorites, 

hyping up certain leaders while giving others the cold shoulder. Since readers back then really trusted their 

papers, they usually just accepted these biased takes as the gospel truth. This was great for getting people 

fired up, but it also meant the public was only seeing one side of the story. 

The vibe started to shift even more as the 1940s hit. At first, the focus was all about staying united against 

the British, but as the fight for future political power got messy, the reporting started to lean into religious 

identities. You started seeing more talk about Hindu-Muslim differences in the news. Even if a paper 

wasn't trying to be divisive on purpose, just constantly bringing up religious labels changed how people 

looked at each other. So, in a weird way, the press did two things at once: it glued the country together to 

kick out the British, but it also helped dig the trenches for the political and religious divides that would 

follow. 

 

Learnings 

This study learns about the relationship between ideology, media, and society. The most important 

learning about this research is that media influence is slow but powerful at the same time. The ideological 

change through newspaper was not sudden, it was done through repeated ideas and exposure to narratives 

that shaped public thinking over time. This tells us that how long term media can affect society deeply. 

The next learning is that journalism is never neutral especially during political struggles. The belief, 

political environment and social background influences editors and journalists. Many journalists 

themselves were participated as participants in the national movement during the freedom struggle and 

were not as neutral observers. While this made the resistance strong against the British rule, the objective 

reporting was also limited. 

It also highlights the responsibility of reporting, especially during social periods and sensitive political. 

The way newspapers reports communal events which often influence emotions like anger, mistrust and 

fear. This shows that social tension can be increase through unintentional bias or careless language. 

The next thing that was learnt was the lack of media literacy among readers during those days.  Most of 

the audience completely trusted newspapers and questioned the framing of news rarely. It made things 

more vulnerable to influence ideology. Even today, this leaning is important as it shows need of critical 

thinking while using media content. 
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Lastly, this research helps us to understand the study of historical media which is essential for the 

understanding of present day media behaviour.  In today’s media there has been seen that there are many 

patterns of media ideological bias, selective reporting, and opinion journalism that was already existing 

during the freedom struggle. To create more responsible and ethical media practice in the future, learning 

from the past can help. 

 

Conclusion 

Between 1930 to 1947, the role of newspaper in pre-independence India was complex and powerful. 

Newspapers were just not used for reporting history but they were trying to actively shape it. This study 

observes that how newspaper was influencing ideological thinking during this crucial period and whether 

they has any connection to the Partition of India. 

The newspapers like The Hindu and Amrita Bazar Patrika that were used for this research clearly shows 

that they played an important role in spreading nationalist ideas and encouraging done against the British 

rule. Under a common goal of independence they educated people, created political awareness and helped 

in uniting Indians. The freedom struggle would not have reached to the masses without the press. 

The study also shows that newspapers sometimes reinforced ideological and communal divisions. 

Reporting was gradually shifting from national concerns to issues that were related to religious identity 

and power sharing, as the political tensions were increasing. Division appeared due to the indirect 

contributions of newspapers to the mind set of people. 

Partition of India was resulted into multiple political, social and historical factors, as media was not the 

only one who was the part of this large process. However, influencing the public opinion makes this an 

important area to study. This research highlights the responsibility that media holds during times of 

political conflict and social change. 

As this study concludes, it emphasises that the media has the power to unite as well as divide. Today, the 

role of newspapers in pre-independence India helps us to understand the importance of ethical journalism. 

The lesson learned from this period remains relevant, reminding us that media narratives can shape the 

future of societies in lasting ways. 
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