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Abstract

This study examines the electoral performance of regional political parties in Rajasthan Assembly
elections between 2008 and 2023. The analysis focuses on selected regional and minor parties—Bahujan
Samaj Party, Rashtriya Loktantrik Party, Rashtriya Lok Dal, and Bharat Adivasi Party—within a
predominantly bipolar party system dominated by national political parties. The study is based entirely on
secondary data drawn from official statistical reports published by the Election Commission of India.
This paper highlights structural constraints within Rajasthan’s electoral system. At the same time, the
study shows that parties with geographically concentrated social support have been relatively more
successful in translating limited vote share into seats. The paper contributes to the literature on state-level
party systems by offering a comparative and empirical understanding of the role of regional political
parties in Rajasthan.
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1. Introduction

Political consciousness in Rajasthan developed gradually through prolonged resistance to external
domination and internal autocracy. Following British control over the princely states of Rajputana,
administrative and socio-economic reforms contributed to the emergence of political awareness,
particularly in states such as Jaipur, Jodhpur, and Udaipur, where demands for responsible government
gained momentum (Saxena, 1994). National movements, including the Civil Disobedience Movement and
the Quit India Movement, further intensified political mobilisation and led to the formation of Praja
Mandals and Praja Parishads, which challenged both princely authority and colonial rule.

After independence in 1947, twenty-two princely states were integrated to form Rajasthan, with Ajmer
being incorporated in 1956 following the recommendations of the States Reorganisation Commission.
Subhash C. Kashyap characterised Rajasthan as a centre of frequent political defections, identifying three
distinct phases of defection politics and arguing that such shifts paradoxically contributed to political
stability in the state (Kashyap, 1969). The narrow Congress majority in the 1952 Assembly election and
its subsequent consolidation through defections illustrates this pattern.

Caste has remained a central factor in Rajasthan’s political life. Historically dominant communities,
particularly under the princely and colonial systems, continued to influence post-independence politics.
Electoral mobilisation is strongly shaped by caste alignments, with candidate selection and voter
behaviour closely linked to caste composition at the constituency level. Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, despite their dispersed settlement patterns, constitute significant political constituencies. However,

IJFMR260272081 Volume 8, Issue 2, March-April 2026 1



http://www.ijfmr.com/

m International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

ILJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

factionalism, regional loyalties, and personal leadership ambitions have often weakened party cohesion.
The persistence of feudal social structures, limited elite circulation, and weak grassroots political
integration have resulted in slower and less stable political institutionalisation in Rajasthan compared to
neighbouring states.

The political landscape of Rajasthan has historically been shaped by the dominance of national political
parties. Since the formation of the state, electoral competition has largely revolved around the Indian
National Congress and the Bharatiya Janata Party. This pattern reflects a bipolar party system, where
power has alternated between these two parties across successive Assembly elections. Such bipolarity has
strongly influenced voter alignment, campaign strategies, and electoral outcomes in the state.

Despite the dominance of national parties, Rajasthan’s party system has not remained completely closed.
Over time, several regional and minor political parties have emerged and participated in Assembly
elections. These parties have attempted to mobilize voters on the basis of caste, community identity,
regional aspirations, and localized socio-economic concerns. Their presence has been more visible in
specific regions and constituencies, even though their overall impact at the state level has remained
limited.

The emergence of regional political parties in Rajasthan reflects broader processes of social mobilization
and political assertion. Parties such as the Bahujan Samaj Party have sought to consolidate Dalit voters,
while formations like the Rashtriya Loktantrik Party and the Bharat Adivasi Party have mobilized caste-
based and tribal constituencies respectively. Although these parties have remained electorally marginal in
terms of seats, they continue to influence electoral competition in important ways.

Existing studies on Rajasthan’s electoral politics have largely focused on leadership patterns, governance
performance, and competition between national parties. Limited attention has been given to the systematic
analysis of regional political parties and their electoral performance across multiple election cycles. This
study seeks to address this gap by examining the electoral trajectory of selected regional political parties
in Rajasthan Assembly elections between 2008 and 2023.

2. Review of Literature

2.1 Party System Theory

The study of party systems provides a foundational framework for understanding patterns of political
competition. Maurice Duverger emphasized the relationship between electoral systems and party
structures, highlighting the tendency toward bipolar competition under plurality electoral systems.
Building on this framework, Giovanni Sartori offered a more refined classification of party systems based
on the number of relevant parties and their competitive roles. Sartori’s concept of party relevance
particularly coalition and blackmail potential is useful for analyzing the position of smaller and regional
parties operating within dominant party systems.

These theoretical perspectives are particularly relevant for Rajasthan, where a bipolar party system persists
alongside the presence of regional and minor political parties. While these parties rarely challenge the
dominance of national parties, they continue to play a role within the broader electoral structure.

2.2 Regionalism in Indian Politics

Regional political parties have played a significant role in shaping India’s federal political landscape.
Scholars have argued that the rise of regional parties reflects increasing political mobilization based on
social identity, regional aspirations, and demands for greater political representation. Even in states
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dominated by national parties, regional and sub-regional formations can exert influence through vote
fragmentation and constituency-level mobilization.

Studies on state politics suggest that the influence of regional parties is not always reflected in seat share
but often becomes visible through vote share patterns and electoral margins. These insights are important
for understanding the strategic role of regional political parties in Rajasthan.

3. Background of Rajasthan Politics

Rajasthan’s political history is marked by the dominance of national parties and a strong pattern of
electoral alternation. Despite leadership changes and shifting political narratives, the bipolar structure of
competition has remained stable. Electoral outcomes in the state have often been shaped by statewide
political trends and anti-incumbency sentiments rather than fragmented multi-party competition.

At the same time, the persistence of a bipolar system has not eliminated the presence of smaller political
actors. Regional and community-based parties have periodically emerged, particularly in electorally
competitive constituencies, attempting to mobilize voters around localized issues and social identities.
Official election records published by the Election Commission of India between 2008 and 2023 confirm
the continued participation of such parties in Assembly elections.

4. Emergence of Regional Political Parties in Rajasthan

The emergence of regional political parties in Rajasthan is closely linked to social mobilization and
regional assertion. These parties have primarily drawn support from specific caste groups, tribal
communities, and localized socio-economic interests. Their formation often reflects dissatisfaction with
the limited representation of regional concerns within the policy agendas of national political parties.

In recent elections, parties such as the Bharat Adivasi Party have mobilized tribal voters in southern
Rajasthan, particularly in districts with a high concentration of Scheduled Tribe population. Similarly, the
Rashtriya Loktantrik Party has attempted to consolidate caste-based support among agrarian communities
in selected regions. Although their overall vote share remains limited at the state level, their presence has
influenced constituency-level outcomes, especially in closely contested seats.

5. Research Gap

Existing studies on Rajasthan’s electoral politics largely emphasize leadership, governance, and national
party competition. There is limited systematic analysis of regional political parties as independent units of
study. Comparative research examining vote share, seat share, and patterns of regional concentration
across multiple election cycles—particularly for the period from 2008 to 2023—remains scarce.

This gap highlights the need for a focused and comparative examination of regional political parties within
Rajasthan’s predominantly bipolar party system.

6. Significance of the Study

The period from 2008 to 2023 has witnessed the emergence of new regional political formations and
changing patterns of social mobilization in Rajasthan. Despite this, the role of regional parties has not
been adequately examined in existing literature. By analyzing their electoral participation, vote share, and
seat conversion across multiple elections, this study contributes to a deeper understanding of state-level
party systems and regional political dynamics.
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7. Research Methodology

The present study is descriptive and analytical in nature and is based entirely on secondary data. The
primary source of data is the official statistical reports published by the Election Commission of India for
Rajasthan Assembly elections conducted in 2008, 2013, 2018, and 2023.

The unit of analysis is the political party. The study focuses on the Bahujan Samaj Party, Rashtriya
Loktantrik Party, Rashtriya Lok Dal, and Bharat Adivasi Party. Party-wise electoral participation, vote
share, and seat share are analyzed using simple comparative and trend-based techniques. The study relies
on aggregate election data and does not involve constituency-level statistical modeling.

8. Role and Performance of Regional Parties in Rajasthan Assembly Elections (2008—-2023)
Regional parties may be defined as political organizations whose support base is geographically
concentrated within a particular state or sub-region and whose agenda often revolves around regional
identity, caste interests, tribal rights, or localized economic demands. In Rajasthan, prominent regional
parties during the period under study include:

Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)

Rashtriya Loktantrik Party (RLP)

Bharatiya Tribal Party (BTP)

Left parties such as Communist Party of India (Marxist) (CPI-M)

Numerous independent candidates with regional backing

These parties primarily mobilize voters along caste and community lines. For example, the BSP appeals
largely to Scheduled Castes, the RLP draws support from the Jat community in western Rajasthan, and
the BTP focuses on tribal populations in southern districts such as Banswara and Dungarpur.

8.1 Performance in the 2008 Assembly Election

The 2008 Rajasthan Assembly election marked a phase in which regional parties retained a measurable
electoral presence, largely shaped by anti-incumbency sentiments against the BJP government (Election
Commission of India [ECI], 2008). The Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) emerged as the most significant
regional actor, winning six seats in the Assembly and securing a modest but electorally relevant vote share
(ECI, 2008). This performance reflected the effective mobilization of Dalit voters and growing
dissatisfaction with mainstream political parties in specific constituencies.

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) maintained a limited presence, particularly in constituencies with
a historical legacy of peasant movements and agrarian mobilization (ECI, 2008). Independent candidates
also performed strongly, often representing local elites or dissident leaders denied party nominations.
Although the Congress ultimately formed the government, the combined performance of regional parties
and independents indicated that Rajasthan’s electorate was not fully polarized. Instead, voters in several
constituencies prioritized localized leadership and candidate credibility over party ideology, reflecting the
persistence of candidate-centric politics in North India (Heath, Kumar, & Yadav, 1999).

8.2 Marginalization in the 2013 Assembly Election

The 2013 Assembly election produced an overwhelming victory for the BJP, resulting in a high degree of
electoral consolidation and a sharp reduction in the space available to regional parties (ECI, 2013). The
BSP’s seat tally declined substantially, while left parties were virtually eliminated from the Assembly
(ECI, 2013). Voting patterns during this election exhibited strong alignment toward a single party, a trend
commonly associated with heightened anti-incumbency against the incumbent government.
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In such polarized electoral environments, smaller parties struggle to sustain support, as voters prioritize
either defeating or endorsing a major party rather than expressing community-specific preferences. This
pattern is consistent with the structural effects of first-past-the-post electoral systems, which tend to
disadvantage smaller parties unless their support base is geographically concentrated (Chhibber &
Kollman, 2004). The 2013 election therefore highlighted the institutional vulnerability of regional parties
within Rajasthan’s predominantly bipolar party system.

8.3 Resurgence in the 2018 Assembly Election

The 2018 Assembly election marked a revival of regional parties in Rajasthan, coinciding with the
inability of the Congress to secure an absolute majority despite emerging as the single largest party (ECI,
2018). This electoral outcome enhanced the bargaining power of smaller parties and independent
candidates within the Assembly.

Several regional actors achieved representation, including the BSP, which won six seats, and the Rashtriya
Loktantrik Party (RLP), which emerged as a new Jat-based political force in western Rajasthan (ECI,
2018). The Bharatiya Tribal Party (BTP) secured seats in the tribal belt of southern Rajasthan, while the
CPI-M retained a limited presence, and independent candidates won a substantial number of constituencies
(ECI, 2018).

The electoral success of the RLP reflected agrarian distress and caste-based mobilization among Jat
communities, particularly in drought-prone regions. Similarly, the BTP capitalized on long-standing
grievances related to tribal underdevelopment and political marginalization. Collectively, these regional
actors played a decisive role in post-poll negotiations by extending support to the Congress government,
illustrating how even a small number of seats can translate into significant political leverage in hung
assemblies (Kailash, 2014).

8.4 Regional Parties in the 2023 Assembly Election

The 2023 Assembly election once again reinforced the dominance of national parties in Rajasthan, with
the BJP returning to power with a decisive majority (ECI, 2023). This outcome reduced the legislative
representation of regional parties, although their influence persisted at the constituency level. The RLP
maintained pockets of electoral support in western Rajasthan, though its vote-to-seat conversion declined,
while the BSP contested widely but failed to secure meaningful representation (ECI, 2023).

The influence of the BTP weakened due to organizational fragmentation and increased competition from
mainstream parties. Notably, independent candidates once again demonstrated electoral resilience,
winning multiple seats and affecting outcomes in closely contested constituencies. In several cases, the
vote share secured by regional parties exceeded the margin of victory between major parties, underscoring
their role as vote splitters in Rajasthan’s electoral contests (ECI, 2023).

9. Comparative Perspective: Regional and Local Parties in Rajasthan (2008-2023)

A comparative assessment of Rajasthan’s Assembly elections from 2008 to 2023 reveals a cyclical and
context-dependent trajectory of regional and local political parties rather than a pattern of linear growth
or decline. In 2008, regional parties and independent candidates retained visible electoral relevance,
benefiting from anti-incumbency against the ruling BJP and voter openness toward localized leadership.
The presence of the BSP, CPI-M, and a significant number of independents indicated that the electoral
arena was partially de-polarized, allowing space for non-mainstream actors.

This space contracted sharply in 2013, when electoral consolidation in favor of the BJP produced a highly
polarized contest. Regional and left parties were marginalized, not necessarily due to a collapse of their
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social bases, but because strategic voting under a first-past-the-post system reduced voter willingness to
support smaller parties. The 2013 election thus represents a phase of structural exclusion of regional
actors within a bipolar electoral environment.

The 2018 election marked a temporary re-expansion of space for regional parties. The emergence of
new formations such as the RLP, alongside the revival of the BSP and the electoral success of the BTP,
demonstrated that regional parties regained relevance when electoral competition between national parties
became closely balanced. Importantly, this period illustrates a shift from mere representation to post-
electoral influence, as regional parties and independents assumed a kingmaker role in government
formation.

By 2023, the pattern again shifted toward electoral contraction, with national parties reasserting
dominance. While regional parties continued to secure localized vote shares, their ability to translate
support into legislative representation declined. Independents, however, displayed relative continuity
across election cycles, underscoring the persistence of candidate-centric and locality-driven politics
even when regional party organizations weakened.

Taken together, the comparative trajectory from 2008 to 2023 suggests that regional and local parties in
Rajasthan are electorally resilient but institutionally fragile. Their success is contingent upon levels of
polarization between national parties, rather than sustained organizational expansion. This comparison
highlights that regional parties in Rajasthan function less as stable competitors and more as contextual
actors, whose relevance expands in fragmented contests and contracts in highly polarized elections.

10. Conclusion

The trajectory of regional parties in Rajasthan from 2008 to 2023 reveals a pattern of fluctuating influence
shaped by electoral polarization, social cleavages, and leadership dynamics. While national parties retain
overwhelming dominance, regional actors continue to shape outcomes through localized mobilization,
vote splitting, and post-election bargaining.

The study demonstrates that regional political parties occupy a limited yet meaningful position within
Rajasthan’s party system. Despite consistent participation across elections, most regional parties have
struggled to secure legislative representation due to the dominance of national parties and the competitive
nature of constituency-level contests.

At the same time, the analysis shows that regionally concentrated mobilization strategies have been more
effective than broad statewide participation. While regional parties have not altered the fundamental
bipolar structure of Rajasthan’s electoral politics, they continue to influence electoral dynamics by shaping
vote margins, constituency outcomes, and localized political representation. The study thus contributes to
a more nuanced understanding of regional party politics in Rajasthan.
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