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Abstract 

This paper explores migration and displacement in Amitav Ghosh’s Gun Island as consequences of 

ecological crisis rather than merely economic or political conditions. In the contemporary world, climate 

change has become one of the most significant forces influencing human mobility, particularly among 

socially and economically vulnerable communities. Through eco-critical and postcolonial perspectives, 

the study examines how Ghosh redefines migration as a form of survival shaped by environmental 

instability and global ecological imbalance. The novel portrays migration not only as physical movement 

across geographical borders but also as a process of cultural, emotional, and psychological displacement. 

By interweaving mythology, history, migration, and environmental realities, Gun Island presents the 

interconnected relationship between ecological destruction and human suffering. The paper argues that the 

novel challenges anthropocentric assumptions and emphasizes the urgent need to reconsider humanity’s 

ethical responsibility toward nature and environmental sustainability. 

 

Keywords: Climate Change, Migration, Displacement, Eco-criticism, Postcolonialism, Environmental 

Crisis, Identity 

 

Introduction 

Migration has traditionally been understood as movement caused by economic aspirations, political 

instability, war, or social conflict. However, in recent decades, environmental degradation and climate 

change have emerged as major factors contributing to large-scale human displacement across the world. 

Rising sea levels, cyclones, floods, droughts, and ecological destruction have forced vulnerable 

populations to abandon their homes and livelihoods in search of safety and survival. 

Amitav Ghosh, in Gun Island, presents migration as a consequence of ecological crisis rather than a purely 

voluntary human choice. As Ghosh observes, “the climate crisis is also a crisis of culture and imagination” 

(Ghosh 9). This statement reflects humanity’s inability to adequately comprehend and respond to 

environmental transformation. Through the interconnected settings of the Sundarbans and Venice, the 

novel demonstrates that climate change is not confined to a single geographical region but is a global 

phenomenon affecting societies across continents. 

The novel portrays migration as both a physical and symbolic process. Individuals are compelled to move 

because environmental instability disrupts their social, cultural, and economic existence. Consequently, 
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migration becomes an important narrative framework for examining climate change, ecological anxiety, 

and global interconnectedness. 

 

Homi K. Bhabha’s Postcolonial Concepts in Gun Island 

Postcolonial theory provides an important framework for understanding displacement, identity crisis, and 

marginalization in Gun Island. The novel presents displacement not as an isolated condition but as an 

ongoing consequence of colonial history, globalization, and environmental exploitation. Many of the 

migrants portrayed in the narrative belong to socially vulnerable communities, thereby reflecting global 

inequalities that continue to shape human movement. 

Homi K. Bhabha describes identity as existing within a “third space” (Bhabha 2), where individuals 

negotiate between cultures and construct new forms of identity. This concept is clearly reflected in the 

character of Deen, the protagonist, whose experiences are shaped by both Indian and Western cultural 

influences. Cities such as Kolkata and Venice function as multicultural spaces where languages, beliefs, 

traditions, and identities intersect. 

Ghosh demonstrates that postcolonial identities are fluid, fragmented, and continuously shaped by 

migration and transnational movement. The novel challenges the assumption that colonialism belongs 

entirely to the past. Instead, it reveals how climate change, migration, social inequality, and ecological 

exploitation remain deeply connected to colonial histories and capitalist expansion. The migrants in the 

novel experience cultural uncertainty and fragmented identities, reflecting the instability associated with 

displacement in a globalized world. 

 

Rob Nixon’s Concept of Slow Violence 

Rob Nixon defines slow violence as “a violence that occurs gradually and out of sight” (Nixon 2). Unlike 

immediate physical destruction, slow violence unfolds progressively over long periods of time, often 

remaining unnoticed until its consequences become severe. Climate change in Gun Island operates 

through this form of invisible and cumulative violence. 

The regions most affected by ecological destruction are often those that were historically colonized and 

economically exploited. Colonial powers extracted resources, transformed landscapes, and disrupted 

ecological systems, leaving many communities environmentally vulnerable even in the present era. In the 

novel, the Sundarbans experience rising sea levels, cyclones, flooding, and ecological instability, gradually 

forcing people to abandon their homes and migrate. 

Poor and marginalized communities suffer the most despite contributing the least to environmental 

destruction. As ecological conditions worsen, migration becomes unavoidable. Many migrants attempt to 

move toward Europe in search of security and survival, only to encounter discrimination, exclusion, and 

social marginalization. Ghosh therefore presents climate-induced migration as a long-term consequence 

of ecological injustice and structural inequality. 

 

Environmental Crisis and Forced Migration 

The Sundarbans is portrayed in the novel as an ecologically fragile region constantly threatened by 

environmental disturbances. Cyclones, flooding, erosion, and rising sea levels destabilize everyday life 

and create conditions of uncertainty and fear. Ghosh describes landscapes that appear to be “slipping away 

beneath their feet” (Ghosh 62), symbolizing both physical destruction and existential insecurity. 
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As environmental conditions deteriorate, migration becomes a necessity rather than a choice. Individuals 

are compelled to leave their homes because survival itself becomes impossible within damaged ecological 

environments. In this way, the novel reflects the reality of climate-induced migration witnessed across 

many parts of the contemporary world. 

Ghosh further emphasizes that environmental crisis affects not only local communities but also global 

social structures. Migration therefore emerges as both a humanitarian and ecological issue requiring 

collective international attention. 

 

Displacement and Identity Crisis 

In Gun Island, displacement extends beyond geographical movement and includes emotional, cultural, 

and psychological dislocation. Migrants lose not only their homes but also their connection to land, 

memory, tradition, and community. Such displacement often results in alienation, loneliness, and identity 

fragmentation. 

Bhabha’s concept of hybridity becomes relevant in understanding the condition of migrants who exist 

between cultures and struggle to negotiate new identities. The migrants portrayed in the novel attempt to 

adapt to unfamiliar environments while simultaneously carrying the memories and traumas of 

displacement. 

Thus, migration in the novel is represented as both a physical journey and an emotional experience 

shaped by uncertainty, insecurity, and cultural transformation. 

 

Globalization and Transnational Migration 

The movement between India and Europe in Gun Island reflects the transnational nature of environmental 

crisis. Ghosh notes that “events that once seemed improbable were now becoming everyday occurrences” 

(Ghosh 147), emphasizing how climate-related disasters have become increasingly normalized across the 

world. 

The novel suggests that ecological destruction cannot be confined within national boundaries. Climate 

change affects societies globally and creates interconnected patterns of migration and displacement. 

Consequently, migration becomes a transnational phenomenon linking geographically distant regions 

through shared environmental vulnerability. 

Ghosh thereby highlights the need for global cooperation and collective responsibility in addressing 

ecological crises and human displacement. 

 

Myth and Ecological Symbolism 

The legend of the Gun Merchant functions as an important symbolic framework connecting past and 

present within the novel. Through this mythological narrative, Ghosh demonstrates that migration has 

historical roots while simultaneously acquiring new significance in the context of environmental crisis. 

The blending of myth and reality reinforces the interconnectedness between human life and ecological 

systems. Nature is not portrayed as passive scenery but as an active force capable of influencing human 

history and destiny. This perspective aligns closely with eco-critical thought, which emphasizes the 

relationship between environmental processes and human existence. 

Myth in the novel therefore becomes a literary tool through which environmental anxieties, migration, 

and ecological imbalance are symbolically represented. 
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Socio-Economic Inequalities and Climate Justice 

Migrants in Gun Island encounter exploitation, poverty, discrimination, and legal insecurity throughout 

their journeys. Their experiences reveal the unequal social and economic consequences of climate change. 

Rob Nixon argues that “the poor are the first to experience the effects of environmental disaster” (Nixon 

4). This observation is strongly reflected in the novel, where vulnerable communities bear the greatest 

burden of ecological destruction despite contributing least to the causes of climate change. 

The novel therefore, raises important questions regarding climate justice and environmental inequality. 

Ghosh illustrates how ecological crisis intensifies existing social divisions and disproportionately affects 

marginalized populations. 

 

Eco-Critical Perspective and Ethical Responsibility 

Eco-criticism examines the relationship between literature and the natural environment. In Gun Island, 

nature is not merely a backdrop but an active force shaping human experiences and historical processes. 

Environmental disturbances repeatedly disrupt social stability and expose the fragile relationship between 

humans and nature. 

Lawrence Buell states that “environmental crisis involves a crisis of the imagination” (Buell 2). This idea 

strongly resonates with Ghosh’s representation of a world struggling to understand ecological 

transformation. 

From an eco-critical perspective, the novel challenges anthropocentric thinking by presenting nature as 

dynamic, powerful, and responsive to human actions. Cyclones, rising sea levels, animal migrations, and 

ecological disturbances are central to the narrative structure, emphasizing the interconnectedness between 

human and non-human worlds. 

The Sundarbans environment is portrayed as unpredictable and powerful, constantly shaping human 

existence. Nature is therefore treated as an active and central presence rather than a passive backdrop. 

Through this representation, Ghosh reinforces ecological awareness and urges readers to reconsider 

humanity’s relationship with the environment. 

The novel ultimately calls for ethical responsibility, environmental consciousness, and sustainable 

practices necessary for ecological survival. 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, Gun Island presents migration and displacement as direct consequences of ecological crisis 

and climate change. Amitav Ghosh redefines migration as a form of survival shaped by environmental 

instability, social inequality, and global ecological imbalance. 

Through eco-critical and postcolonial frameworks, the novel highlights the interconnected relationship 

between environmental destruction, cultural displacement, and social injustice. It demonstrates that the 

climate crisis is not only an environmental issue but also a humanitarian, political, and ethical concern. 

Ultimately, Gun Island serves as a powerful warning about the consequences of ecological neglect. 

Migration in the novel is not merely physical movement across borders but a reflection of a world 

experiencing profound environmental imbalance. Human survival, according to Ghosh, depends upon 

recognizing ecological interconnectedness and adopting collective responsibility toward environmental 

protection and sustainability. 
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