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Introduction 

The Munda tribe is one of the major indigenous communities of India, predominantly inhabiting the states 

of Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, and Assam. Ethnologically, the 

Munda people are associated with the Proto-Australoid group, and their language, Mundari, belongs to 

the Austro-Asiatic language family. This linguistic and cultural heritage forms a significant component 

of India’s diverse tribal traditions. 

Within Munda society, children’s folk songs occupy a central position as an informal yet highly effective 

mode of early childhood education. These orally transmitted compositions function as "living textbooks," 

facilitating the natural acquisition of language skills. Through rhythm, repetition, and melody, children 

develop phonological awareness, vocabulary, and comprehension prior to the commencement of formal 

schooling. 

In addition to their linguistic significance, these folk songs contribute substantially to the socialization 

process. They inculcate essential communal values such as cooperation, participation, and collective 

identity, often embedded within group singing and play activities. Furthermore, lullabies and other 

nurturing song forms play a crucial role in emotional development by providing psychological comfort, 

security, and a sense of belonging. 

Moreover, repetitive engagement with these traditional songs enables children to internalize the cultural 

ethos, belief systems, and collective memory of the Munda community. In this way, children’s folk songs 

not only support holistic child development but also act as vital instruments for the preservation and 

transmission of cultural heritage across generations. 

  

1. Maternal Melodies: The First Bond 

The journey of sound begins with the mother. Songs like the Guṛulu/Bende grass song are not just playful 

rhymes; they are tools for physical and emotional grounding. 

 

The Song: 

 Guṛulu busu: hon cina Bende busu: hon 

Tuṛu didi didi cina Sega didi didi 

Dhik lososr posor  na dhinak lososr posor. 

 

 A child of Gudlu grass, a child of Bende grass. 

The squirrel stands upright, the Sega stands upright 

Dhik losor posor, or dhinak losor posor. (Dhik, Dhinak and losor posor is rhythmic sound) 

By comparing the child to a squirrel (Tuṛu) or a jungle broom squirrel (Sega), these songs connect the 

infant to the natural world. Developmentally, these songs provide "emotional anchoring," where the 

mother’s heartbeat and the song’s rhythm synchronize to reduce infant stress and build secure attachment. 
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2. Lullabies: The Architecture of Language 

Mundari lullabies, or songs for sleep, utilize soft dental sounds and repetitive structures. 

The Song:  

Nini Babu/mai-a nini 

Makhan, roti, cini 

Bubu/Mai-a kha-e guṛup.   

 

Sleep baby sleep 

Butter, bread, and sugar 

Baby eats it up quickly 

 

The Song:  

de ca-u mama 

Babu/mai-a nong, nong, nong 

Give Moon uncle 

Baby keeps eating, eating, eating. 

 

The Role: These songs introduce the "phonemic awareness" necessary for language. Even before a child 

understands the word for "sugar" (cini), they are learning the melody of their mother tongue. The reference 

to "Moon Uncle" (Ca-u mama) introduces the child to the personification of nature—a core tenet of 

Mundari worldview. 

 

3. Rituals of Care: Bathing and Massage 

Daily chores are transformed into learning opportunities through song. The repetition in the Datun (tooth-

cleaning twig) song helps children predict routines. 

 

The Song: 

Datun bandho, kathi bandho, 

Datun bandho, kathi bandho, 

Datun bandho, kathi bandho, 

Datun bandho, kathi bandho. 

 

Tie the datun (tooth-cleaning twig), tie the stick, 

Tie the datun, tie the stick. 

Tie the datun, tie the stick, 

Tie the datun, tie the stick. 

 

By singing "Tie the datun, tie the stick," the caregiver turns a mundane hygienic task into a rhythmic game. 

This builds cognitive sequencing—helping the child understand the steps involved in daily life through 

a musical "map." 

 

4. Play Songs: Cooperation in the Commons 

Unlike modern solitary play, Munda baby play is deeply communal. Songs like the appeal for rain and sun 

(Ju da: ju da:) reflect the community's agricultural roots. 

The Song: 

Ju da: ju da: Buru jnar te, 

ela jete, ela jete, baṛe Suba te. 

 

Go, water, go—along the edges of the hills. 

Come, sunshine, come—beneath the banyan tree. 
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Social Development: When children sing together beneath the banyan tree (baṛe Suba), they learn 

synchronicity. They must move together, breathe together, and stop together. This fosters a sense of 

collective identity and teaches the child that they are a vital part of a larger whole. 

 

5. Bal Mantra: The Language of Nature 

The "Ant Mantra" (Hoṛo kata haṛada) is a fascinating example of folk psychology and environmental 

interaction. 

Mantra for the ant: 

Hoṛo kata haṛada, 

Sadom kata Sibila, 

Hoṛo kata haṛada, 

Sadom kata Sibila. 

 

A human’s foot is bitter, 

A horse’s foot is tasty. 

A human’s foot is bitter, 

A horse’s foot is tasty. 

 

“A human’s foot is bitter, A horse’s foot is tasty.” 

These chants are used as "child-magic" to navigate the world. From a developmental perspective, these 

mantras foster curiosity and resilience. They give the child a sense of agency over their environment, 

turning a frustrating search for forest food into a rhythmic, hopeful ritual. 

 

Conclusion: Preserving a Living Heritage 

Munda children’s songs are a holistic developmental toolkit. They sharpen the ears for language, the heart 

for empathy, and the mind for cultural logic. In an era of digital distractions, preserving these oral 

traditions is not just about saving the past—it is about ensuring that future generations grow up with the 

same sense of rhythm, community, and connection to the earth that has defined the Munda people for 

centuries. 
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