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ABSTRACT 

This research paper aims to analyze crimes against women which global phenomenon and can take many 

forms, including physical, sexual, and emotional abuse, harassment, trafficking, and honor killings. 

Women are often targeted because of their gender, and these crimes can have severe and long-lasting 

impacts on their physical and mental health, social status, and economic opportunities. Despite significant 

efforts to address these issues through legal reforms, education, and awareness campaigns, many women 

continue to experience violence and discrimination. Addressing crimes against women requires a multi-

faceted approach that involves addressing cultural and social norms that perpetuate gender-based violence, 

providing support and resources for victims, and holding perpetrators accountable through effective law 

enforcement and judicial systems. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Crimes against women have serious implications for the physical and mental health of the victims. They 

can result in long-term physical injuries, psychological trauma, and social stigma. The consequences of 

these crimes can also have a significant impact on the economic and social well -being of the victims and 

their families. 

Addressing crimes against women requires a comprehensive understanding of the root causes and factors 

that contribute to them. It is important to examine the social, economic, cultural, and political contexts 

that perpetuate violence against women and to develop effective policies, programs, and interventions that 

can prevent and respond to violence against women. Research on this topic is critical to developing 

evidence based strategies that can help address the problem. 

This introduction provides an overview of the issue of crimes against women and highlights the 

importance of addressing this issue. In the following sections, we will discuss the prevalence, nature, and 

consequences of violence against women, as well as the legal and policy frameworks that exist to address 

this problem. We will also explore the challenges and gaps in the implementation of these frameworks 

and suggest recommendations for future research, policy, and practice. 

Cyber Violence And Victimization Against Women in India 

Cyber space has become a tool for offender to exploit the woman, the most crimes done after the children 

is women in the cyber space. There are many critical issues are arises against the women security like 

cyber stalking, cyber defamation, harassments, email spoofing, pornography, psychological torture and 

sexual abuse. 

A Bollywood actress file a suit in Mumbai against the two foreign websites upload her picture on the 

internet, there are many websites which target the women and child easily on the internet by using their 

personal data. 
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CERTAIN TYPES OF CYBER CRIME 

1. Cyber stalking – it refers to the, by mean of electronic, stalk her and harass her on the internet. It 

include making threat, identity theft, spreading false statement about her on social media damage the 

reputation of the woman by making her accusation. Cyber stalking is defined as the use of electronic 

communication to repeatedly harass, intimidate, or threaten someone. This can include sending 

unwanted messages, monitoring someone’s online activity, or posting personal information about 

them without their consent. Cyber stalking can be particularly harmful to women as it can be used as 

a tool of harassment and abuse in intimate partner relationships, and can also be a form of online 

gender-based violence. It can have a significant impact on the victim’s mental health, emotional well-

being, and sense of safety. In many countries, cyber stalking is considered a criminal offense and can 

result in significant legal penalties, including fines, imprisonment, and restraining orders. If you are 

being cyber stalked or know someone who is, it is important to seek help from law enforcement or a 

trusted support organization. 

2. Cyber defamation - against women is often used as a form of harassment, and can be particularly 

damaging to their personal and professional lives. Women may be targeted with false and damaging 

statements about their sexual behaviour, relationships, or professional reputation, which can cause 

significant harm and embarrassment. Many countries have laws that protect individuals from cyber 

defamation, and victims may have legal recourse to seek damages and have the defamatory content 

removed. However, pursuing legal action can be time-consuming and costly, and may not always be 

effective in stopping the harassment. If you or someone you know is a victim of cyber defamation, it 

is important to document the evidence and seek support from trusted friends, family members, or 

professionals. It is also important to report the harassment to the relevant authorities or online 

platforms where the defamatory content is being posted. 

3. cyber pornography – Cyber pornography refers to the use of digital technologies, such as the internet 

and mobile devices, to create, distribute, and consume sexually explicit content. This type of 

pornography includes images, videos, and audio recordings of sexual acts, as well as sexually 

suggestive content. It can involve both adults and minors and can be accessed by anyone with an 

internet connection. Cyber pornography has become increasingly prevalent in recent years due to the 

widespread availability of digital technologies and the ease of access to explicit content online. 

However, it can have serious negative consequences, such as addiction, relationship problems, social 

isolation, and mental health issues. It can also contribute to the sexual exploitation and abuse of 

children and other vulnerable populations. To address the problem of cyber pornography, various 

strategies have been implemented, such as laws and regulations to criminalize the production and 

distribution of child pornography, education and awareness programs to promote responsible online 

behaviour, and technological tools to prevent access to explicit content. It is important for individuals 

to also take responsibility for their own actions online and practice safe and responsible browsing 

habits. Provision In India Under IPC, sec 499 the defamation are defined – whoever by words either 

spoken or intended to be read, or by signs or by visible representation, makes or publishes any 

imputation concerning any person intending to harm, or knowing or having reason to believe that such 

imputation will harm, the reputation of such person, said, except in cases hereinafter expected, to 

defame the person.1 Under section 498A. Husband or relatives of husband of a woman subjecting her 

                                                           
1 Section 499 of Indian Penal code 1860. 
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to cruelty - whoever, being the husband or relatives of the husband of woman, subjects to cruelty shall 

be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three year and shall also be liable for 

fine.1 

 
Under section 509 of IPC – word, gesture or act intended to insult the modesty of a woman – whoever 

intending to insult the modesty of any woman, utters any word make any sound and gesture, or exhibit 

any object, intending that such word or sound shall be heard , or gesture or object shall be seen by such 

woman, or intruder upon the privacy of such woman, shall be punished with simple 

imprisonment for a term which may extend to three year, and also wit fine.3 

Sexual harassment at workplace 

Harassment due to power imbalances or cultural biases. Women have historically been subjected to sexual 

harassment and discrimination in the workplace, and this can have a negative impact on their careers, 

personal lives, and mental health 

Sexual harassment can create a hostile work environment for women, which can lead to feelings of 

discomfort, anxiety, and fear. It can also impact their job performance and opportunities for advancement, 

as they may feel unsafe or unwilling to speak out against the harassment. Furthermore, sexual harassment 

can perpetuate harmful gender stereotypes and reinforce patriarchal power structures, where men are seen 

as dominant and women are objectified and devalued. This can perpetuate a culture of sexism and 

discrimination that can harm women in various ways. 

It Is important for employers to take action to prevent and address sexual harassment in the workplace, 

and to create a culture of respect and inclusivity for all employees. This can involve providing training 

and education on sexual harassment, implementing clear policies and procedures for reporting and 

addressing harassment, and taking swift action to investigate and address any claims of harassment. By 

doing so, employers can help to create a safer and more equitable workplace for all employees. 

Case :1 Vishakha vs. State of Rajasthan 

In 1997, the Supreme Court passed a landmark judgment in the same Vishaka case Laying down 

guidelines to be followed by establishments in dealing with Complaints about sexual harassment. Vishaka 

Guidelines were stipulated by the Supreme Court of India, in Vishakha and others v State of Rajasthan 

case in 1997,regarding sexual harassment at workplace. The court stated that these guidelines Were to be 

implemented until legislation is passed to deal with the issue. The court decided that the consideration of 

“International Conventions and norms Are significant for the purpose of interpretation of the guarantee of 

gender equality, Right to work with human dignity in Articles 14, 15 19(1)(g) and 21 of the Constitution 

and the safeguards against sexual harassment implicit therein’. 

Cases:2 Apparel export promotion council V. A.k Chopra . AIR 1999 SC 625 Two judges bench of 

Supreme court yet again deal with the sexual harassment of a lady secretary by a male superior the court 

rely on the convention or elimination of all form of discrimination against woman 1979 SIDO convention 

and other instruments of Human right. 

Acts in India 

The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 

                                                           
1 Section 498A of Indian Penal code 

1860. 3 Section 509 of Indian Penal code 

1860. 
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The Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929 

 
The Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986 

The Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987 

Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 

The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 

 

Critical Analysis 

Cyber crimes against women have become a serious issue in the digital age. While technology has 

improved communication and access to information, it has also given offenders new ways to target 

women. This includes cyber stalking, cyber defamation, online harassment, identity theft, and cyber 

pornography. Women frequently suffer gender-based abuse on social media and other digital platforms, 

which impacts their dignity, privacy, and mental health. 

India has put legal measures in place under the Indian Penal Code and the Information Technology Act to 

deal with these crimes. Still, the rising number of cybercrime cases shows that laws alone are not enough. 

Many victims hold back from reporting incidents due to fear of social stigma, lack of awareness, and 

privacy concerns. The slow pace of investigations and challenges in tracking anonymous offenders make 

the problem even worse. 

Although awareness about cyber security has grown, there is still a noticeable gap in digital literacy, 

especially among young women and girls. We need to put more focus on teaching cyber safety, effective 

law enforcement, support for victims, and stricter enforcement of existing laws. A combined effort from 

government agencies, educational institutions, technology companies, and society is crucial for creating a 

safer online space for women. 

Thus, we should not see cyber crimes against women simply as technological offenses. These are breaches 

of fundamental rights, including the right to privacy, dignity, and security. We need stronger legal 

protections and public awareness initiatives to tackle this increasing threat effectively. 

 

Suggestion 

Cybercrime is a growing threat in the digital age, and it is important for individuals and organizations to 

take steps to prevent and respond to cybercrime. Here are some suggestions and steps to tackle cybercrime: 

1. Use strong passwords: Create strong passwords that are difficult to guess and use two factor 

authentication whenever possible to add an extra layer of security. 

2. Keep software updated: Keep your software and operating system updated to prevent vulnerabilities 

that can be exploited by cybercriminals. 

3. Educate yourself: Stay informed about the latest cybersecurity threats and how to prevent them by 

reading up on cybersecurity news and best practices. 

4. Use antivirus software: Install antivirus software on your computer and keep it updated to protect 

against malware and other types of cyber threats. 

5. Be cautious online: Be careful about clicking on links or downloading attachments from unknown 

sources, and avoid giving out personal information online. 

6. Backup your data: Regularly backup your data to a secure location to prevent loss in case of a cyber 

attack. 
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International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR260482655 Volume 8, Issue 4, July-August 2026 5 

 

7. Report cybercrime: If you are a victim of cybercrime, report it to the appropriate authorities, such as 

the police, the Federal Trade Commission, or the Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3). 

8. Cybersecurity training: Organizations should provide cybersecurity training to their employees, 

including how to recognize and prevent cyber threats and how to respond in case of an incident. 

9. Implement security measures: Organizations should implement security measures such as firewalls, 

intrusion detection and prevention systems, and encryption to protect their networks and data. 

10. Incident response plan: Organizations should have an incident response plan in place to respond 

quickly and effectively to cyber incidents, including steps for containment, investigation, and 

recovery. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, cyber crimes against women are a growing concern in the digital age. As more women 

participate in online activities and use technology in their daily lives, they become vulnerable to various 

forms of cybercrime, such as online harassment, revenge porn, and identity theft. These crimes can have 

a significant impact on the victim's mental health, personal life, and professional reputation. 

However, there is a lack of awareness and understanding of cyber crimes against women, and many 

victims do not report the incidents due to fear of retaliation, shame, or lack of trust in the legal system. 

There is a need for more research and awareness campaigns to understand the extent of cyber crimes 

against women and develop strategies to prevent and respond to them. 

To address cyber crimes against women, various stakeholders, including governments, law enforcement 

agencies, tech companies, and civil society organizations, need to work together to create a safe and 

inclusive online environment for women. This can involve developing and enforcing laws and policies to 

criminalize cyber crimes, providing support and resources for victims, educating the public on online 

safety and ethics, and promoting gender equality and diversity in the tech industry. 

In short, cyber crimes against women are a serious issue that requires a multifaceted and collaborative 

approach to address. By taking steps to prevent and respond to cyber crimes against women, we can create 

a safer and more equitable digital world for all. 

. 
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