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Abstract 

This bibliometric analysis examined published research on multilingualism and inclusive classroom 

practices in English Language Teaching retrieved from the Scopus database from 2017 to 2025. Guided 

by three research questions, the study mapped publication trends, leading journals, authors, institutions, 

and dominant thematic clusters across 56 articles using VOSviewer for keyword co-occurrence 

visualization. The findings revealed a steady acceleration in publication output over the analyzed window, 

with inclusive education and English language teaching emerging as the dominant theoretical anchors of 

the field. The United States and Indonesia led the field in research output, followed by a globally 

distributed tier including Poland, Iran, Spain, and South Africa. The University of Warsaw (3 publications) 

and Isfahan University of Technology (2 publications) ranked as the most productive institutions, while 

Chan and Lo, Lau and Shea, and Nijakowska et al. registered as the most cited authors. The keyword 

analysis clustered scholarship around inclusive, multilingual, EFL/ESL, and higher education strands, 

with peripheral domains such as decolonization and disability-inclusive pedagogy remaining 

underdeveloped. The findings provide a foundation for advancing evidence-based, multilingual, and 

equitable ELT research through the next decade. 
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Introduction 

English language teaching (ELT) plays a fundamental role in contemporary educational policy and 

practice, particularly within EFL and ESL contexts where learners require English competencies for 

academic, professional, and social participation (Seraj et al., 2024). Thus, at the outset of the 21st century, 

the rapid intensification of global migration, transnational mobility, and intercultural exchange has 

transformed the demographic profile of language classrooms, prompting renewed attention from 

policymakers, teacher educators, and applied linguists to how ELT can serve increasingly multilingual 

learner populations (Ibrahim, 2022). Moreover, contemporary societies evidence an unprecedented influx 

of people from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds, necessitating a rigorous focus on the field's 

responsibility to devise pedagogies that recognize this plurality rather than enforce a monolingual norm 

(Ibrahim, 2022). Consequently, today's language classrooms mirror the changed status of English as a 

global language, and the steady proliferation of open-access publishing and online journals has 

significantly accelerated the volume of research in the field indexed in reputable bibliographic databases 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3ApVhNjxxHGZ6NHCsIKUIEITgQCoSDVxrPztd%2B2Uqyu%2FZuYnnNGs%2FGFgckqruru8vb3dWu6t7ZMRdHAQlxgQNKxAUBBzhEHC3krB0hBfgBnIADIG5IEQiBQcIXnre6ez7WO8lGI3k9091VT73v8z7vR8%2Fr92tPB5Fyeab0%2FdrcrZQH4it57AjN277SMpDJXJx6%2FqsyCCP8ZQarpN0gVWLevF97ynMcdXC%2FdsoPBS14vHb69PdYrVbzIuHj6vPfvPQXXLmZSh%2BvfXEnoEeiL70sfLy2%2Ban3cVUbO3XuGMCX%2F%2Fv%2BW2tTABd%2Bf%2B%2FuGOALv32XVn4Y4L9%2B%2BWXadRxgO35j3MKLDz8%2BI2Dn37%2F7xjjg4Q%2FocgbAxTs9Im0E%2BAd6NgPg8txPycch4IPFkwTlAwBXvvPP8aBcPHw0I%2BD5T6z9eCIoTbqcAfDCW9%2BfjPKbM0b5xef%2FPMkhGTgL4Es%2Fa0xw%2BGDnV7MBrn36XboYAX6bGPhwwDMk12MB%2F%2BhPBOXBb06mw6mA6z96diIoh6dmtHCD35u0cPFkqTcV8OKZr09Y%2BODtk0V5OuDfTk1YePilk%2BlwKuClt389EeWHtRk53FTRZPnKTqbDqYBbnecmLDyUM8pm6z%2BHExY%2BfPpkxWEq4CvvOBMWvvOno0ERt3OVicGpn18Rg77SnmGb27t15kgnkioWmZYu4wmPBkaaOot4EuTYzMyejCLc6LkqzfGJxuvwiG0mQSRNKAy7nGRaeblLvbW6PdqeCe6GMgmYNIwzV%2BeuxG5pTC6YTFjMkwHb3NpmZ6udnNZtKQ2XE7Zdwswzpdlm7%2BiynnBV4g0Pm2e4zMRBZhjGAJZqkXJNZ0eC60RoUzgjPDq5AqKVecL3lfS4EwnmSu3mscl44gq4S4%2FFAY%2FTSMB3kWWEFyjlsVvKwfOYyyTDH902yjqXiAz87uFOnYnMbbD1jGWhYI7AYGIXKt%2FeyPoiyaTIQubiS64HY7QPeQu5h50uIgSHQwUolSJS8ECAdDvR4EwtDHx0wQv48MS%2BiFQaA5SdvS7dkFO0X2DXlReAhTprN1vd%2BQbbhQ2%2BFJFHBh0fsajPB4ZFSpE7ODRTLFFAx1eTIZjnyvM9YRAvbMDxqfB4oAJJ9Dl5xuiJ9KXLYU6qVQBbDdk%2FPNGGh%2FBp95jjBo6LBCHIcR%2Bnastayk3GfNHHmS7HufBDeXzw17s%2FhKEVpBtxY7RSsQE1fiTcIgSgIgkQf4Q3yw25PaGnUtsVSp31Q7BnLZGJqwU32Es4uQ5E4g6sOhLRhwwgWCZ8eCmJdaRTqMA5DpAxRGhVcySlPjA0V4FHHteL44ywmhFumKhIBQMr4O1ddran7JalC6yHwZdDb4hZg%2B61m7iXB5IOn7g9X9BMTGoVSR9Ts01dHKCSSCYCys41gmrg%2BD5U57oiokWl74ktJ7R8JDqc4UaoBTArC6GbQlW48qSPA4gSJGN%2BLrMpRucTalpcehyfoBbhk3uiLDQN5lES3a99MuQOpMbdbHD6OVKso7yBFazMyKocxI8VnqpisN1KR2dB1PzIVlhXxtImKAkUXgHEFqiUo0BlFn%2BiMJos9yDoSQcpg6gk2jtPLB%2BwfWlyHsk72IfSl8d5BKbBKKlPGlBmEzdVOiMPiNtAqz7KAU6vDuxLXOOR1FZJ0LFNMXInQZ2jTUPXMhANNZEo%2FVyTV%2BBfQ%2Fv01kPGHm9mH%2FKmOooSjhDfzpGnkixEmg%2BYMyiawh2iMs2xuag51WF4PsDpdSDkaAQoYVQZZJbToro1FoTaLRco0T3CGQrMKiFHrmhzge1VfcnW3FholMuAPIwL4knwJU8rzU5hDDqQN02HlZSGAmO%2BVjGlSwdFlK3nQY5KgpRoN6jhjPlJG8qwFhQJ1H81oAToK5R5P%2BtzjfKQhTyDbursxk5v
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AxVc9bBxFFL4EByEhIdFFRERDEQjBZ9%2Ft2Y5jhPLv2MQOwbYIogmzO7O3Y8%2FurGdmfXepDtGhFBQUIPEXiQIJ0dC5i0iFhAQFJQWyRAMiCAGVQeKb3bvznbGTQLCwfD7v7sz3vve9977dfW29dKAuVUCt0uulfcsprfNLWexz7deqodKiLpKhOGXhjKhHEh9rsEzkO4RKzBvrpf3M91VzvTQURtwt2DxV%2BuKzEn6Y5CGOnjpyhOAosCrdPOV9fb2NA94QzEabp8j1ie9w2Bd2306Ao%2B9%2F5HbtBDjRbJ%2FqA1x87qgLfTfARw7ddrt2Ajz7%2BbFX%2BwAXbn7iVt4NsPT9Bx%2FuAjh95lh%2Fyk%2B%2BMnTzXgDfXNyN4YVvv3GxuoAvXl121%2B4K%2BMzqbkWZ2Zay96cjfB%2BAsze8gaJUH3aE7wPw%2BfZ1J1qP4ewP91LlOwBevPpWv4YLv3x5Twx3L8rc5CV30CvKryPbGfLVTFneOvDVad9YTQNLliJhSBDR1HJNqK5n3BDMHKFE80AlAU9tRqW4lo8aUSGRNKlnQCScZcUAkkbENSdS4IIwVgRUyha2mxTDKdY4sZwGEa4SmjAiOdWJOwgyawgNtDKGMGECkQKBm%2BGtCD7VWnCNU25jLx6VhMSKcWlGyKIKBLcCpEVCbMSJVzWWBDyxmW6RiCI6b6YcMEiFAYdkSYrMOMMSnBBJKLOmyyvlKpUuea1iAkJrCMxBUgIJEXPqvQxBLVipa5UlDDng16WLpQ4IVub3FBshswlZE7zhroAfIAnja1yqNAYDpJYqKYIWielKnml%2FlqlWITcmP%2BiIkCU5MWFzgSFlAO0RH%2ForH96IlIhVuFbmTRpDz1yUWCWI4lSVPTJb5XO4gebUooZd6d054TRCpLKhIWRczYSlvkQCvRKalAYcVRhoIhWGOSXi2kdzoIaaxryh9EreWYz30RHXHM4WF1SRKM0AgyxiKhK0KacxiSGu6O4xsVs3mICNMtdNK4lqSM46GaxRmSEpRxeUNtrvoHH6gMiaEjn%2Fi7wFesxMkfnBOMPk3N%2FYDpO5rkrnuxSGyXyfxPMCbcHtMDnvRrZ8DoENme6KgP2Dk7KwNSlL3UmZTaxWQM%2FzO23zKvocN8Jc96KXBnp9GFMoUJxQBZnJ1xTzsNF%2BF2MOVhvt94ixrsjYPaDCoJCOTIHQ2S5iiricOYCBfSaIlJLD5AK68NandJgsrmQ2ob5fvgiBaKdjyZLSaNXyhexafOtGQo56lcrEFBl7Gp1v0K4uSqikVA0XcxX%2B46hMucgzqkGYIg1OOhw6IQ02UUsaKpPA9zOBrw57k6Wp0oVeOVmYSuCmpc%2B50Cf5MKNZKdwjtw6V6d7gghTqJFmHf%2BFuhT2QAA6y0X47wxwjhNAkgXIoXBcbpT7phJrt0jOcxx26vPCjmDIkomJgalWHNIZ0zSumNrdh4xY7g8IY4LSNhGaYm8Dt3KH2I4S5xlovPRrRjq%2B39v%2Fxvzr7vzX2vfL1wtb30NX32NT%2FA08v39HU99bT99LSd3J0SQN8wV7OQYG6V%2FHGy9VqDPIW8bmeTUK1XnqgTjMbKW3aUsTI2k7jA6a1kdoJ9J6VvHmo%2F35A5vPxNISfUWrFpD24ud67i3DPWgsQnOPRTYRCG3sZZw4ejiTt%2FDsi3T4t%2FAxbDN599rMEUuI7DFFd2arP%2BppGIobbr%2FGEXaItzbSSvBRG1Fxm4W%2BBYHgBGgqYEs3HqpURrzpZ80ZPHJ%2BsHp%2BcPOFNjHm1cqVyHKPnJ238NUk7UilHv%2FHmypUxb3IMy8bHa7j0Av19GQuyQqhlCOWVK8fxC75F1%2Fg8qZvMt60UFEvcOgcAVwlT5exM6yyGxT6EgqI%2F8lG8gpYw%2BVkszjU860G4btVdZ2y7x7rC926kU%2BQ0jorbZt89M8TzrQjM6%2BulB0OmXBOBgy
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AxVc9bBxFFL4EByEhIdFFRERDEQjBZ9%2Ft2Y5jhPLv2MQOwbYIogmzO7O3Y8%2FurGdmfXepDtGhFBQUIPEXiQIJ0dC5i0iFhAQFJQWyRAMiCAGVQeKb3bvznbGTQLCwfD7v7sz3vve9977dfW29dKAuVUCt0uulfcsprfNLWexz7deqodKiLpKhOGXhjKhHEh9rsEzkO4RKzBvrpf3M91VzvTQURtwt2DxV%2BuKzEn6Y5CGOnjpyhOAosCrdPOV9fb2NA94QzEabp8j1ie9w2Bd2306Ao%2B9%2F5HbtBDjRbJ%2FqA1x87qgLfTfARw7ddrt2Ajz7%2BbFX%2BwAXbn7iVt4NsPT9Bx%2FuAjh95lh%2Fyk%2B%2BMnTzXgDfXNyN4YVvv3GxuoAvXl121%2B4K%2BMzqbkWZ2Zay96cjfB%2BAsze8gaJUH3aE7wPw%2BfZ1J1qP4ewP91LlOwBevPpWv4YLv3x5Twx3L8rc5CV30CvKryPbGfLVTFneOvDVad9YTQNLliJhSBDR1HJNqK5n3BDMHKFE80AlAU9tRqW4lo8aUSGRNKlnQCScZcUAkkbENSdS4IIwVgRUyha2mxTDKdY4sZwGEa4SmjAiOdWJOwgyawgNtDKGMGECkQKBm%2BGtCD7VWnCNU25jLx6VhMSKcWlGyKIKBLcCpEVCbMSJVzWWBDyxmW6RiCI6b6YcMEiFAYdkSYrMOMMSnBBJKLOmyyvlKpUuea1iAkJrCMxBUgIJEXPqvQxBLVipa5UlDDng16WLpQ4IVub3FBshswlZE7zhroAfIAnja1yqNAYDpJYqKYIWielKnml%2FlqlWITcmP%2BiIkCU5MWFzgSFlAO0RH%2ForH96IlIhVuFbmTRpDz1yUWCWI4lSVPTJb5XO4gebUooZd6d054TRCpLKhIWRczYSlvkQCvRKalAYcVRhoIhWGOSXi2kdzoIaaxryh9EreWYz30RHXHM4WF1SRKM0AgyxiKhK0KacxiSGu6O4xsVs3mICNMtdNK4lqSM46GaxRmSEpRxeUNtrvoHH6gMiaEjn%2Fi7wFesxMkfnBOMPk3N%2FYDpO5rkrnuxSGyXyfxPMCbcHtMDnvRrZ8DoENme6KgP2Dk7KwNSlL3UmZTaxWQM%2FzO23zKvocN8Jc96KXBnp9GFMoUJxQBZnJ1xTzsNF%2BF2MOVhvt94ixrsjYPaDCoJCOTIHQ2S5iiricOYCBfSaIlJLD5AK68NandJgsrmQ2ob5fvgiBaKdjyZLSaNXyhexafOtGQo56lcrEFBl7Gp1v0K4uSqikVA0XcxX%2B46hMucgzqkGYIg1OOhw6IQ02UUsaKpPA9zOBrw57k6Wp0oVeOVmYSuCmpc%2B50Cf5MKNZKdwjtw6V6d7gghTqJFmHf%2BFuhT2QAA6y0X47wxwjhNAkgXIoXBcbpT7phJrt0jOcxx26vPCjmDIkomJgalWHNIZ0zSumNrdh4xY7g8IY4LSNhGaYm8Dt3KH2I4S5xlovPRrRjq%2B39v%2Fxvzr7vzX2vfL1wtb30NX32NT%2FA08v39HU99bT99LSd3J0SQN8wV7OQYG6V%2FHGy9VqDPIW8bmeTUK1XnqgTjMbKW3aUsTI2k7jA6a1kdoJ9J6VvHmo%2F35A5vPxNISfUWrFpD24ud67i3DPWgsQnOPRTYRCG3sZZw4ejiTt%2FDsi3T4t%2FAxbDN599rMEUuI7DFFd2arP%2BppGIobbr%2FGEXaItzbSSvBRG1Fxm4W%2BBYHgBGgqYEs3HqpURrzpZ80ZPHJ%2BsHp%2BcPOFNjHm1cqVyHKPnJ238NUk7UilHv%2FHmypUxb3IMy8bHa7j0Av19GQuyQqhlCOWVK8fxC75F1%2Fg8qZvMt60UFEvcOgcAVwlT5exM6yyGxT6EgqI%2F8lG8gpYw%2BVkszjU860G4btVdZ2y7x7rC926kU%2BQ0jorbZt89M8TzrQjM6%2BulB0OmXBOBgy
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such as Scopus (Seraj et al., 2024). Furthermore, statistics underscore the scale of this shift: in the United 

States, 9.4% of public school students were identified as English language learners (ELLs) in the 2014–

2015 school year alone (Boyd, 2018), and across international contexts, mainstream teachers are 

increasingly expected to differentiate instruction for primary-grade students with diverse learning needs, 

including ELLs (Coady et al., 2015), while also addressing the challenge of supporting twice-exceptional 

learners (Lim & Buckingham, 2026). 

The contextual forces shaping inclusive ELT have been analyzed as significant determinants of classroom 

practice. Top-down language policies have proven uneven in their effects across national systems, with 

some articulating ELT goals effectively while others distorting outcomes for minority learners(Shohamy, 

2025). Culture is recognized as performing a fundamental role in ELT, and the increasing importance of 

cross-cultural learning and teaching reflects the broader demand for intercultural competence in 

classrooms worldwide(Demir & Zaimoğlu, 2025). This imperative aligns with the international consensus 

established by the 1994 UNESCO Salamanca Statement, which called for education for all and for 

inclusive practices to become the norm(Ainscow, 2016). Successful inclusion now extends beyond 

students with neurodiverse educational needs to encompass a broader category of learners, namely those 

with different social class identities, dominant or home languages, and diverse gender expressions 

(Ludwig, 2021). Multilingual pedagogy is defined as a principled orientation that addresses learners' 

heterogeneous backgrounds by making education accessible to all, rather than reproducing the "one-size-

fits-all" model that has been critiqued for its inadequacy (Bisai & Singh, 2020). Technology-mediated 

delivery of instruction—specifically flipped and mobile learning—has accelerated in the post-pandemic 

period, exhibiting widespread effects on accessibility and learner engagement(Stockwell & Wang, 2023). 

Translanguaging has emerged as a particularly influential pedagogical orientation that challenges 

monolingual "English-only" biases by leveraging learners' full linguistic repertoires as resources for 

meaning-making and identity construction (Harashchuk, 2025). Frameworks such as culturally responsive 

teaching, Universal Design for Learning, and Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol are now widely 

endorsed as evidence-based responses to the complex demands of inclusive ELT classrooms(Pawan et al., 

2023), (Lim & Buckingham, 2026). 

The body of literature addressing English Language Teaching (ELT) has expanded accordingly. Alongside 

original empirical research studies, systematic literature reviews and critical reviews have proliferated, 

reflecting the field's growing theoretical maturity (Seraj et al., 2024). Several recent bibliometric 

investigations have examined adjacent domains. First, Yegizbayeva's (Yegizbayeva, 2025) 16-year 

analysis (2007–2023) of multilingual teacher education documented consistent publication and citation 

growth with a notable upsurge in 2022. Second, Çelik and Daukšaitė-Kolpakovienė (Çelik & Daukšaitė-

Kolpakovienė, 2025) traced the thematic evolution of Sustainable Multilingualism (2012–2024), 

documenting a shift from identity and language policy toward digital multilingualism, English as a 

Medium of Instruction, and artificial intelligence. Third, Mahayanti and colleagues (Mahayanti et al., 

2024) mapped a decade of translanguaging research in EFL contexts from 2015 to 2024. Fourth, Ummah 

and colleagues (Ummah et al., 2025) analyzed 264 articles from the Scopus database to examine pluralism 

in ELT. Despite these valuable contributions, a comprehensive bibliometric synthesis of the intersection 

between multilingualism and inclusive classroom practices in ELT has not yet been undertaken. 

Kamarullah and colleagues (Kamarullah et al., 2024), for instance, found that research on English teaching 

in inclusive education indexed in Scopus between 1997 and 2023 revealed a concerning decline in 

publications over time, signaling waning scholarly attention in this area even as policy demands intensify. 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3ApVhNjxxHGZ6NHCsIKUIEITgQCoSDVxrPztd%2B2Uqyu%2FZuYnnNGs%2FGFgckqruru8vb3dWu6t7ZMRdHAQlxgQNKxAUBBzhEHC3krB0hBfgBnIADIG5IEQiBQcIXnre6ez7WO8lGI3k9091VT73v8z7vR8%2Fr92tPB5Fyeab0%2FdrcrZQH4it57AjN277SMpDJXJx6%2FqsyCCP8ZQarpN0gVWLevF97ynMcdXC%2FdsoPBS14vHb69PdYrVbzIuHj6vPfvPQXXLmZSh%2BvfXEnoEeiL70sfLy2%2Ban3cVUbO3XuGMCX%2F%2Fv%2BW2tTABd%2Bf%2B%2FuGOALv32XVn4Y4L9%2B%2BWXadRxgO35j3MKLDz8%2BI2Dn37%2F7xjjg4Q%2FocgbAxTs9Im0E%2BAd6NgPg8txPycch4IPFkwTlAwBXvvPP8aBcPHw0I%2BD5T6z9eCIoTbqcAfDCW9%2BfjPKbM0b5xef%2FPMkhGTgL4Es%2Fa0xw%2BGDnV7MBrn36XboYAX6bGPhwwDMk12MB%2F%2BhPBOXBb06mw6mA6z96diIoh6dmtHCD35u0cPFkqTcV8OKZr09Y%2BODtk0V5OuDfTk1YePilk%2BlwKuClt389EeWHtRk53FTRZPnKTqbDqYBbnecmLDyUM8pm6z%2BHExY%2BfPpkxWEq4CvvOBMWvvOno0ERt3OVicGpn18Rg77SnmGb27t15kgnkioWmZYu4wmPBkaaOot4EuTYzMyejCLc6LkqzfGJxuvwiG0mQSRNKAy7nGRaeblLvbW6PdqeCe6GMgmYNIwzV%2BeuxG5pTC6YTFjMkwHb3NpmZ6udnNZtKQ2XE7Zdwswzpdlm7%2BiynnBV4g0Pm2e4zMRBZhjGAJZqkXJNZ0eC60RoUzgjPDq5AqKVecL3lfS4EwnmSu3mscl44gq4S4%2FFAY%2FTSMB3kWWEFyjlsVvKwfOYyyTDH902yjqXiAz87uFOnYnMbbD1jGWhYI7AYGIXKt%2FeyPoiyaTIQubiS64HY7QPeQu5h50uIgSHQwUolSJS8ECAdDvR4EwtDHx0wQv48MS%2BiFQaA5SdvS7dkFO0X2DXlReAhTprN1vd%2BQbbhQ2%2BFJFHBh0fsajPB4ZFSpE7ODRTLFFAx1eTIZjnyvM9YRAvbMDxqfB4oAJJ9Dl5xuiJ9KXLYU6qVQBbDdk%2FPNGGh%2FBp95jjBo6LBCHIcR%2Bnastayk3GfNHHmS7HufBDeXzw17s%2FhKEVpBtxY7RSsQE1fiTcIgSgIgkQf4Q3yw25PaGnUtsVSp31Q7BnLZGJqwU32Es4uQ5E4g6sOhLRhwwgWCZ8eCmJdaRTqMA5DpAxRGhVcySlPjA0V4FHHteL44ywmhFumKhIBQMr4O1ddran7JalC6yHwZdDb4hZg%2B61m7iXB5IOn7g9X9BMTGoVSR9Ts01dHKCSSCYCys41gmrg%2BD5U57oiokWl74ktJ7R8JDqc4UaoBTArC6GbQlW48qSPA4gSJGN%2BLrMpRucTalpcehyfoBbhk3uiLDQN5lES3a99MuQOpMbdbHD6OVKso7yBFazMyKocxI8VnqpisN1KR2dB1PzIVlhXxtImKAkUXgHEFqiUo0BlFn%2BiMJos9yDoSQcpg6gk2jtPLB%2BwfWlyHsk72IfSl8d5BKbBKKlPGlBmEzdVOiMPiNtAqz7KAU6vDuxLXOOR1FZJ0LFNMXInQZ2jTUPXMhANNZEo%2FVyTV%2BBfQ%2Fv01kPGHm9mH%2FKmOooSjhDfzpGnkixEmg%2BYMyiawh2iMs2xuag51WF4PsDpdSDkaAQoYVQZZJbToro1FoTaLRco0T3CGQrMKiFHrmhzge1VfcnW3FholMuAPIwL4knwJU8rzU5hDDqQN02HlZSGAmO%2BVjGlSwdFlK3nQY5KgpRoN6jhjPlJG8qwFhQJ1H81oAToK5R5P%2BtzjfKQhTyDbursxk5v
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This gap in the bibliometric record signals the need for a methodologically robust synthesis capable of 

integrating the evolving strands of inclusive education, multilingualism, and ELT into a unified empirical 

portrait. 

Bibliometric analysis offers a rigorous quantitative approach to map research trends, defined as the process 

of extracting measurable data through the statistical analysis of published research studies and their 

citation patterns across journals, authors, institutions, and countries (Seraj et al., 2024). The method has 

gained popularity across numerous fields—including business reporting, pro-environmental behavior, 

social media in higher education, tourism, and speaking skills pedagogy—yet bibliometric studies 

specifically targeting multilingualism and inclusive classroom practices in ELT remain scarce, with 

existing ones confined largely to single-journal profiles or narrowly bounded subdomains (Seraj et al., 

2024). Thus, this study provides a comprehensive bibliometric analysis of published research on 

multilingualism and inclusive classroom practices in ELT indexed in the Scopus database. The specific 

aim is to visualize publication trends, identify leading journals, authors, institutions, and countries, and 

map the major thematic clusters that have shaped scholarship in this domain. Accordingly, this study seeks 

to address the following research questions:1) What are the current publication trends, citation metrics, 

and scholarly growth patterns in research at the intersection of multilingualism and inclusive ELT? 

1. What are the publication trends by topic, country, institution, and citation in research on 

multilingualism and inclusive classroom practices in ELT from 2017 to 2025? 

2. What are the leading journals and authors in this field from 2017 to 2025? 

3. What are the dominant keywords and thematic clusters that characterize scholarship on 

multilingualism and inclusive ELT from 2017 to 2025? 

The findings are intended to provide practical insights for ELT researchers, teacher educators, curriculum 

designers, and policymakers seeking to advance equitable and linguistically responsive classroom 

practices. 

 

Methods 

This study employed bibliometric analysis to visualize current research trends at the intersection of 

multilingualism and inclusive classroom practices in English Language Teaching. Thus, to address the 

research questions, the study utilized quantitative data collection and analysis procedures. The following 

procedure was applied to retrieve, refine, and analyze the corpus of eligible publications. 

 

Technique Used 

This study employs bibliometric analysis, defined as "the process of extracting" measurable data through 

the statistical analysis of published research studies and how the knowledge within those publications is 

used (Seraj et al., 2024). The researchers selected this method because it enables scientific mapping for 

analyzing and evaluating productive authors, publication trends, journals, countries, and keywords (Seraj 

et al., 2024). Accordingly, this study investigated published research on multilingualism and inclusive 

classroom practices in ELT over a defined recent period, with the search protocol for data collection and 

the software used for data analysis discussed in the subsections that follow. 

 

Search Protocol 

This study utilized the Scopus database to identify publication trends in journal articles on multilingualism 

and inclusive classroom practices in ELT. Moreover, Scopus is one of the largest databases for 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3ApVhLjBxHGd4NjhOQggSReIlHIWHsDbOPeezLJrF37V1svGbX3rVX3Kjurp4uT3fXuKp6Z8dRJEcgQJEIcAsKBx5CnBBCAhkrMUSKEBKXnKJcOIRw4AYhkSUUc8j3V%2Fe81rPKrkaatae7q776%2F%2B%2F%2F%2FkfPs3fGHq7HyudW6Ttj49ebvC6%2BkSWe0LwSKi3rMh1PmkF4XtajGH%2FWYJV0G6RKzQufvTP2UOB5avfO2JEwErTi%2Ful3bx%2F71tjYWBCL0N4%2F84Wnz%2F0MV75Vzftntn4lbuFCtGRgo%2Ftnzr70Hq7G%2Bo4dPyTg1UcWzwwAPjcqoHyMEHqAT705IuDf3iSELuDLb7PRAK%2BVfj%2FI4Z9HBXz%2B%2B%2FSoB%2Filg3F4nMwoAC985R%2BvdAGnX%2FsRmdQFvPviwTjcF7Dc0ANBufuvES2svP0O%2Bd8Lyu9GBKzZnw4E5U%2Fz9GwEwNn%2FrfYH5WPXfkuXhwNcu%2Fz6voCfGXudEudwgBurPySM4RaWjh7e5ctvHCelDAU8cm%2F28EG58v9nyK2hgJ%2F4nqKgHw5w658f2o%2FD0%2FeefujwQbl6%2B4l9XX7kl6dH1OH8M38dzJS%2FH97lAcDF8RuDgKXDy2YA8OR3%2FzuQKXd%2FPaLLX%2F3Ii4OAywerh%2FsCPvn8ykA9vPvJES08%2FfhfBlrA3fLhK%2FYA4JmLfxwMyu0RAZce%2B0E%2F4OmJdw4W5X7Arx8%2F1uspS695%2FYDLr7xxsEzZ18LlH88P9JSX6NEogGc33x2I8stP7C1f4kamrGgf%2BcWWYr5Kg8y3jDNPerFUibBa%2BoynPG4baUqsFUk%2FYtKwQIQyFQHjhr116wV8bCRYUytfGMNUyMSu1dy3Mq2zRHCTae7FggXccmYjrbJ6xIzFeGWs9HncPYG2NjMcbSKAa2EE1zjQ2CyQwmBZwCLVAoRgjVS1YhHUBWtJG8kURrud%2BdBGNmZGBKW3bv0EHyYt3UkF2cd1m1nFlK7zVN4UJebH3BgZtkvugBsZT60k43ZE3GZih8eTGbfCndrk1gqdGlxwy0QidB2Ghlol7rFz8MQaT9iX2XnuybjEKjOV8sQU28JTGEQODuWWLNJiR4AMAuq6HkgtwCM8isB1nTvWm6qZxVxL22ZwPJBhKLRILQuliAMzxVaVRgR40ozh3aZiJyoz5bkJme4I8F2HL4E7xGJT4DjvHodzvMzgEIRRi6bSLoQxT%2BsZJHOKrXKts0bEBEQSTxFwpTrBZIDTJU4Hbo5JRHa5go2QxqRId6RWaYK18NITEd%2BRMLRz9ikwZiKZ9GGXFyaK2AdkWcdefOuxaZQvAZeIQHKGaZ5ZwX3ooe5siAGdugvLImSLADGQuNPIKXYpA4c85m7pJRDKJ3ckEgdfnGszEziT%2B3R6ZnFuDGIoSlK0iJ6CM7hnVaYnpUkKhZomwVJ46Hob7PUTVplwwXGR7CibHGkK3iBTTUPGMQQxzA8SUoZEBAFakKQ5RE20f2DyOm6KQLUJdlABA6KDRytrW1NsuR%2BoYyq5i8VOa7QTKxmHMcbHXkEGKkQmVBnMbpGVMCwvFjCyP9FdPvWlbGFMgQ86fEjKZ9fBLXZB1kFL6cadsY9H3DOuvLSPPk555amgTYBgHK90NsOZgFtJ61RH2FohXrbVIfQETJ7o85bO9DXKFB6WoH%2FbT2%2BTZz5Fcm%2FiDtBB9BIfvfDgzgPL22xHmgzCuEm1jPlZgiymMjNQC%2FO066i8rlXLIi%2Bhj%2BJAKnf0SCKcSRMs5MlG7qSWClNfIAtKKfRhpsmrXkEBoVv7mNlCqSnkhLDtKYgeqRpRvElUDokfnrdxOsoqJGA1qqpM4ZrNaFFeYkFokYHQdUA4nSC7xzyzkdLmFGuINkJeOOCKbSHcJCeepFfwtDBTHdY5OAqYH%2FdUu%2BmjdKJ9oU57nGRK
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3ApVhLjBxHGd4NjhOQggSReIlHIWHsDbOPeezLJrF37V1svGbX3rVX3Kjurp4uT3fXuKp6Z8dRJEcgQJEIcAsKBx5CnBBCAhkrMUSKEBKXnKJcOIRw4AYhkSUUc8j3V%2Fe81rPKrkaatae7q776%2F%2B%2F%2F%2FkfPs3fGHq7HyudW6Ttj49ebvC6%2BkSWe0LwSKi3rMh1PmkF4XtajGH%2FWYJV0G6RKzQufvTP2UOB5avfO2JEwErTi%2Ful3bx%2F71tjYWBCL0N4%2F84Wnz%2F0MV75Vzftntn4lbuFCtGRgo%2Ftnzr70Hq7G%2Bo4dPyTg1UcWzwwAPjcqoHyMEHqAT705IuDf3iSELuDLb7PRAK%2BVfj%2FI4Z9HBXz%2B%2B%2FSoB%2Filg3F4nMwoAC985R%2BvdAGnX%2FsRmdQFvPviwTjcF7Dc0ANBufuvES2svP0O%2Bd8Lyu9GBKzZnw4E5U%2Fz9GwEwNn%2FrfYH5WPXfkuXhwNcu%2Fz6voCfGXudEudwgBurPySM4RaWjh7e5ctvHCelDAU8cm%2F28EG58v9nyK2hgJ%2F4nqKgHw5w658f2o%2FD0%2FeefujwQbl6%2B4l9XX7kl6dH1OH8M38dzJS%2FH97lAcDF8RuDgKXDy2YA8OR3%2FzuQKXd%2FPaLLX%2F3Ii4OAywerh%2FsCPvn8ykA9vPvJES08%2FfhfBlrA3fLhK%2FYA4JmLfxwMyu0RAZce%2B0E%2F4OmJdw4W5X7Arx8%2F1uspS695%2FYDLr7xxsEzZ18LlH88P9JSX6NEogGc33x2I8stP7C1f4kamrGgf%2BcWWYr5Kg8y3jDNPerFUibBa%2BoynPG4baUqsFUk%2FYtKwQIQyFQHjhr116wV8bCRYUytfGMNUyMSu1dy3Mq2zRHCTae7FggXccmYjrbJ6xIzFeGWs9HncPYG2NjMcbSKAa2EE1zjQ2CyQwmBZwCLVAoRgjVS1YhHUBWtJG8kURrud%2BdBGNmZGBKW3bv0EHyYt3UkF2cd1m1nFlK7zVN4UJebH3BgZtkvugBsZT60k43ZE3GZih8eTGbfCndrk1gqdGlxwy0QidB2Ghlol7rFz8MQaT9iX2XnuybjEKjOV8sQU28JTGEQODuWWLNJiR4AMAuq6HkgtwCM8isB1nTvWm6qZxVxL22ZwPJBhKLRILQuliAMzxVaVRgR40ozh3aZiJyoz5bkJme4I8F2HL4E7xGJT4DjvHodzvMzgEIRRi6bSLoQxT%2BsZJHOKrXKts0bEBEQSTxFwpTrBZIDTJU4Hbo5JRHa5go2QxqRId6RWaYK18NITEd%2BRMLRz9ikwZiKZ9GGXFyaK2AdkWcdefOuxaZQvAZeIQHKGaZ5ZwX3ooe5siAGdugvLImSLADGQuNPIKXYpA4c85m7pJRDKJ3ckEgdfnGszEziT%2B3R6ZnFuDGIoSlK0iJ6CM7hnVaYnpUkKhZomwVJ46Hob7PUTVplwwXGR7CibHGkK3iBTTUPGMQQxzA8SUoZEBAFakKQ5RE20f2DyOm6KQLUJdlABA6KDRytrW1NsuR%2BoYyq5i8VOa7QTKxmHMcbHXkEGKkQmVBnMbpGVMCwvFjCyP9FdPvWlbGFMgQ86fEjKZ9fBLXZB1kFL6cadsY9H3DOuvLSPPk555amgTYBgHK90NsOZgFtJ61RH2FohXrbVIfQETJ7o85bO9DXKFB6WoH%2FbT2%2BTZz5Fcm%2FiDtBB9BIfvfDgzgPL22xHmgzCuEm1jPlZgiymMjNQC%2FO066i8rlXLIi%2Bhj%2BJAKnf0SCKcSRMs5MlG7qSWClNfIAtKKfRhpsmrXkEBoVv7mNlCqSnkhLDtKYgeqRpRvElUDokfnrdxOsoqJGA1qqpM4ZrNaFFeYkFokYHQdUA4nSC7xzyzkdLmFGuINkJeOOCKbSHcJCeepFfwtDBTHdY5OAqYH%2FdUu%2BmjdKJ9oU57nGRK
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3ApVhLjBxHGd4NjhOQggSReIlHIWHsDbOPeezLJrF37V1svGbX3rVX3Kjurp4uT3fXuKp6Z8dRJEcgQJEIcAsKBx5CnBBCAhkrMUSKEBKXnKJcOIRw4AYhkSUUc8j3V%2Fe81rPKrkaatae7q776%2F%2B%2F%2F%2FkfPs3fGHq7HyudW6Ttj49ebvC6%2BkSWe0LwSKi3rMh1PmkF4XtajGH%2FWYJV0G6RKzQufvTP2UOB5avfO2JEwErTi%2Ful3bx%2F71tjYWBCL0N4%2F84Wnz%2F0MV75Vzftntn4lbuFCtGRgo%2Ftnzr70Hq7G%2Bo4dPyTg1UcWzwwAPjcqoHyMEHqAT705IuDf3iSELuDLb7PRAK%2BVfj%2FI4Z9HBXz%2B%2B%2FSoB%2Filg3F4nMwoAC985R%2BvdAGnX%2FsRmdQFvPviwTjcF7Dc0ANBufuvES2svP0O%2Bd8Lyu9GBKzZnw4E5U%2Fz9GwEwNn%2FrfYH5WPXfkuXhwNcu%2Fz6voCfGXudEudwgBurPySM4RaWjh7e5ctvHCelDAU8cm%2F28EG58v9nyK2hgJ%2F4nqKgHw5w658f2o%2FD0%2FeefujwQbl6%2B4l9XX7kl6dH1OH8M38dzJS%2FH97lAcDF8RuDgKXDy2YA8OR3%2FzuQKXd%2FPaLLX%2F3Ii4OAywerh%2FsCPvn8ykA9vPvJES08%2FfhfBlrA3fLhK%2FYA4JmLfxwMyu0RAZce%2B0E%2F4OmJdw4W5X7Arx8%2F1uspS695%2FYDLr7xxsEzZ18LlH88P9JSX6NEogGc33x2I8stP7C1f4kamrGgf%2BcWWYr5Kg8y3jDNPerFUibBa%2BoynPG4baUqsFUk%2FYtKwQIQyFQHjhr116wV8bCRYUytfGMNUyMSu1dy3Mq2zRHCTae7FggXccmYjrbJ6xIzFeGWs9HncPYG2NjMcbSKAa2EE1zjQ2CyQwmBZwCLVAoRgjVS1YhHUBWtJG8kURrud%2BdBGNmZGBKW3bv0EHyYt3UkF2cd1m1nFlK7zVN4UJebH3BgZtkvugBsZT60k43ZE3GZih8eTGbfCndrk1gqdGlxwy0QidB2Ghlol7rFz8MQaT9iX2XnuybjEKjOV8sQU28JTGEQODuWWLNJiR4AMAuq6HkgtwCM8isB1nTvWm6qZxVxL22ZwPJBhKLRILQuliAMzxVaVRgR40ozh3aZiJyoz5bkJme4I8F2HL4E7xGJT4DjvHodzvMzgEIRRi6bSLoQxT%2BsZJHOKrXKts0bEBEQSTxFwpTrBZIDTJU4Hbo5JRHa5go2QxqRId6RWaYK18NITEd%2BRMLRz9ikwZiKZ9GGXFyaK2AdkWcdefOuxaZQvAZeIQHKGaZ5ZwX3ooe5siAGdugvLImSLADGQuNPIKXYpA4c85m7pJRDKJ3ckEgdfnGszEziT%2B3R6ZnFuDGIoSlK0iJ6CM7hnVaYnpUkKhZomwVJ46Hob7PUTVplwwXGR7CibHGkK3iBTTUPGMQQxzA8SUoZEBAFakKQ5RE20f2DyOm6KQLUJdlABA6KDRytrW1NsuR%2BoYyq5i8VOa7QTKxmHMcbHXkEGKkQmVBnMbpGVMCwvFjCyP9FdPvWlbGFMgQ86fEjKZ9fBLXZB1kFL6cadsY9H3DOuvLSPPk555amgTYBgHK90NsOZgFtJ61RH2FohXrbVIfQETJ7o85bO9DXKFB6WoH%2FbT2%2BTZz5Fcm%2FiDtBB9BIfvfDgzgPL22xHmgzCuEm1jPlZgiymMjNQC%2FO066i8rlXLIi%2Bhj%2BJAKnf0SCKcSRMs5MlG7qSWClNfIAtKKfRhpsmrXkEBoVv7mNlCqSnkhLDtKYgeqRpRvElUDokfnrdxOsoqJGA1qqpM4ZrNaFFeYkFokYHQdUA4nSC7xzyzkdLmFGuINkJeOOCKbSHcJCeepFfwtDBTHdY5OAqYH%2FdUu%2BmjdKJ9oU57nGRK
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AlVc9c%2BPWFdU6icdpUiRNUiTzUiQjzVAUQVJf3kkyki3FO6sdKaa8mpQPeA%2FAWwJ42PdBilutJ6nyC5Iy6VOm2Np%2FJOMfYFdu7MbnPgAkpaXG9g5XEoCH%2B3Huuedefvpm60epNipT1SP50msnFz%2F%2Bz7Vmia6ETxzjLFZxoXQpnVEJ4xUvFlbZHpvnKsmZskzIVFVSMG7Z56%2F%2FiY%2FLJauNTqS1TKdM3jrDE6eqjJWSW294XEgmuOPM5Ub7LGfWcaesUwkvlh7o1drDtc1h3EgruYFD67xQ0uKYYLmew4Rk00rPCykyyebK5apC0OHNBFZ1RTF6K0Xv89f%2FwocpR3cqSfFxs2BOM20yXqlXsseSglur0kUvOHjpeeUUBTeTxYLJGS92PXcyeK25c9JUFhfcMVlKkyHQ1OgyPA4Jbl%2Fwkv2efcRjVfTYcDCMdvrsGk8RECW4EVuKyMiZBBhkaJm6UEYCR2SUA%2BuMB9RrXfuCG%2BUWDIkLlabSyMqxVMlC2D471wYV4GVdILuJZtvDQXSwo6qZBN4ZchHBicNLImC%2BdAc%2FsbdwgjIaWWsTSljwKvM8k4%2FZOTfGT3MmQZKiT4aHox2mBLwreIfdxiYBucQKMYIau7KaKaOrEmeRZSxzPlMItPP9GIjZXJVrtqOjnbb2giLr4sVfKzStThTMlVIozkBq5iRPwIcsxFDAdBUuHMtVlksAA4oHjjxmzzww5AUPR58BUL47U4lDZ6CKSG2wA588Ie%2FewW8BYKhKSs4JnhYzpOe0N7vKli1DbU1mqTx0fQP01gEb7oTihEp2zKZEasmnFKqdqqIAITblQUTyaEQAYCRRmoPUBPt3Nm%2FApi3UgszeZcAd0iGjs4vrPjtdN9SFSunicOAavYmTjCMYm%2BBdSQFqVCbVHmHPKUoE1ogFglxv9NBPay3bBtPaBxwJKJWwF8AWb4HWYq7N9M3Wz3Me2yAvi3d%2FQX0Va7Egg0BcGu48fMLcWZWRjrCLlrzsugN0GyHvrGVLPhMDmcLDHvjv1uGtuU%2Bokvcb9w4cBC%2FhsSoP7rx1fMFmynoQ4xVpGUt8iS4mmbmjhU3bdSzPjJ479CX40TokuaNHCuUsa6DQNBulUzkSprVCtpBS6VNvKKuVoADQ6wfCnENqWjqhbPcEMSZWo4qvCMoN9cPzBbxDVkEBZ6CqqkJqztOhRmIBaNuB4LUgO12Rw2PuXa6NfcymcoGStwkEsW2JWzbAE%2FVanI4Go02Tg0PAkmLF2kkC6cT4gk7HnGhKyg2hGRE5T3zmrSPFHjYausqTXmjL2kAkIa56QaSea2hQ6uboAToBoaFJ%2BfxyQjIBwCmjj7ghM5hEll01UYb7V9LQn937zZhAsxAm8IRZF6QaNin4UiM6KCnVhVhDMIda0YzBcCZiROPj9aKEIstG%2BvBy5csYIXVTtj0TbKzAA1TX3gB7ts0q9gd2PGzn1%2FexEqKDEbBg4gvHK%2FYXHmtt2ScVQjYWrdRjlyXuN8ajwweNdyyxbDuiKUP2wV0JO8F%2BUIlQDBw%2BNd7R2K9CNRuTK1NvbRL3ep5qQeY6Om6iLoq6Rs4geVQQdMRy%2FJ%2BdX2CtYGeTC2ofhyWoxR%2F%2BAQbxmFSxKygsBIGMxuO1IX6nFUg76Tb2Ftq15rLAsmRZtH%2B8DERgiIWuIG42okmkUSWxm5cg1bmCvQLZNLod2HWfXF0sw974YNDZps1p2YMUTjTuDQ%2BOVvfargJE2O4COq0y99ll8whdtlL71SK51klIVa%2FkK%2FVBv1cqFXq%2FDsskXYNCvWU5w0VQPw0aLko%2BxZ1%2BwRNa86T4EJtOht442B3sl1QQ2p7MkyrVb7Z%2BkrU5vi4aFT3Hf%2BQ07O%2BPpLLWy3dkSEtNTv58xi5rWaUzXfhS%2FqwgU0ZhTuD1v73ZekdUgBm%2F0xRTvVjICabQC5mBp5
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3ApVhNjBxHFV5bSZRIiANICJCAiiDROtqdnb%2F9ixXsXXsdG6%2Bz652xV5YQobq7erp2u7vaVdU7O%2BGyET6g3BAXcgocASEuILTEAYQPHBF3DigHTvwcIEJiJeB71T1%2F69nE0Uhrz3R31Vfvfe%2B9772eN49nnu7EyudW6eOZc3sZ74jX8sQTmjdCpWVHpueSLAivy04U4581WCXdBqlS893jmfOB56nD45mnwkjQgpNL%2F%2F7r25dnZmaCWIT25PJXvvHHI1z5VmUnl69%2B%2FXt0IboysNHJ5Rf%2FdcRwOXLq%2BQmAl1969HvaNQlw48Ehvg8Ar%2Fz6E3T5EYAfZuGt7xyQSQMLb7%2F1BBZe%2BucvX%2FjmGYCv%2FSyjRwML3%2FvMk1j4IYBbeu63o4APf%2FJkFj5%2FFuD25%2B1oUK48fHdKl7e%2F9fooh1feTf88JeCffkPxGgI2p%2BTw9is%2F%2BsEo4K%2F%2BS5ROA%2FjOc%2BNBuUMrpwDcmdkbS%2Bz3%2BJQu7%2FD2eJR%2FTJfTAP7u5%2BMuX5rS5daX3xmP8h%2BmzMPWg%2F%2BNu%2FylKaPc%2BsvrY2nz8CUyeArA9qtfG6uUh9lpl8X9XFnRe%2BpvbeFHqbyfC3bHiIC1I8ESYSMVMBUyG0nDjM2DHsMXkWSx6mERFJwZX4rUylD6LOHZfCbTjrvPUx733qArngZMHPA4h6bjMtMqyH0rDwTjOQ7QZo5luRfLUvOZ1SINcHNP5Rog%2BOarPLVaCnwlsH3R6yodGCbTYqeJYEwsLbqKzbWg%2Bxb2h1LEzvyNzTab3c2ZsIzHlTlWr9ZrFyrwMQfiqG%2FpgTBWdrgFHiFoYQTXfsRw3r6hw%2BbL08ojYm4sW2U9rAJUqFUC8FqDWcXW8k6OhzirPjfJIjpfsBIfpFjlq9hRh89YgCGQFXDLnc9GhbbL4duAfAc5MH2ccjqr2IodgTR%2BbiiofSuAr7pYV2Gt4vjt%2FvHXADNEJXIEa%2Fkqy43D87gRrMsNywkOTgqETdrR%2BJXh6581jA%2FXVvqxMGeyNJmk8nSYpFJR5KJgnux0EKmBTQCF4Z7EWaqjeRYhG2WKe0lhU4lslC95XKSsL0yF3bAsgjeeELTGVzpTSCHHFGxL80RohcMzLQfwKAoNdMc1HVxCBzIMBTy3hfmwNmQiyOdLUgaJNLvJE%2FYiu849GReJeJHtcoRsJDfrF9k9pTJh%2FYiua6uUq%2BA6NZTcNuK0NB4vmi4OR%2BJgSQz7i8CV5XWqgF3oODmH%2Bqdnp1LQAOZAaEojqpu%2B5UW6ylRaR2GxB3KhnSR0UM4pA5Wzs%2B0b7c2N%2BbX11vzNjXts9v2j7%2BNvI%2B1QGrBNuJpDfVhbcD%2FCGe8fvY2%2FC2xrh03euNkul7iCHRQMzIKnOFikVPVwaWWuurh0ihQJAnKwlfaIm1CmIkGIKiygej6e%2BVTEPWM1923vmU8TuKdAECgZ0RIE70zj2SzMuzAMLohAFmnBDR7OMQ9HIw4kSAaMZzxHrTj8sVSisEDbBgXtEmhMnR5b3mMH0uQ8lm9gH2d%2BnuQxfIakGotPaJiPIGmBdLbkAWVDR6uujVzAywOJHnokNZNJBhac0mTkTgpqxwSwrGoqszDX5BVSXpNKgWgydrKZpBVgngQfIbqfc7QKsvBAxD3m9UYka4KE4DkJa1%2F%2FIUcyhWs2p0VFKwChbstFFgseEE6%2Fa7jHZQVcHLYMcgBJoPHi4WQyKYinTC95Wqk2RlRrQMBAvsqCP62KZ6laxWnq0E%2FaMNZ0BoJuu2og87QCZS6RAXe3WgdSoL6dR9e5JhgUhGHbhZXu%2FjYqFl%2F7%2B4taQcITJzgpUl3X0oBJxicK1o00YqLZxYoEaa5IjFpzdayaCsgIMwcp71A%2BxisOGEPyQFU71%2BCezbKUvcJW62URPw
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3ApVhNjBxHFV5bSZRIiANICJCAiiDROtqdnb%2F9ixXsXXsdG6%2Bz652xV5YQobq7erp2u7vaVdU7O%2BGyET6g3BAXcgocASEuILTEAYQPHBF3DigHTvwcIEJiJeB71T1%2F69nE0Uhrz3R31Vfvfe%2B9772eN49nnu7EyudW6eOZc3sZ74jX8sQTmjdCpWVHpueSLAivy04U4581WCXdBqlS893jmfOB56nD45mnwkjQgpNL%2F%2F7r25dnZmaCWIT25PJXvvHHI1z5VmUnl69%2B%2FXt0IboysNHJ5Rf%2FdcRwOXLq%2BQmAl1969HvaNQlw48Ehvg8Ar%2Fz6E3T5EYAfZuGt7xyQSQMLb7%2F1BBZe%2BucvX%2FjmGYCv%2FSyjRwML3%2FvMk1j4IYBbeu63o4APf%2FJkFj5%2FFuD25%2B1oUK48fHdKl7e%2F9fooh1feTf88JeCffkPxGgI2p%2BTw9is%2F%2BsEo4K%2F%2BS5ROA%2FjOc%2BNBuUMrpwDcmdkbS%2Bz3%2BJQu7%2FD2eJR%2FTJfTAP7u5%2BMuX5rS5daX3xmP8h%2BmzMPWg%2F%2BNu%2FylKaPc%2BsvrY2nz8CUyeArA9qtfG6uUh9lpl8X9XFnRe%2BpvbeFHqbyfC3bHiIC1I8ESYSMVMBUyG0nDjM2DHsMXkWSx6mERFJwZX4rUylD6LOHZfCbTjrvPUx733qArngZMHPA4h6bjMtMqyH0rDwTjOQ7QZo5luRfLUvOZ1SINcHNP5Rog%2BOarPLVaCnwlsH3R6yodGCbTYqeJYEwsLbqKzbWg%2Bxb2h1LEzvyNzTab3c2ZsIzHlTlWr9ZrFyrwMQfiqG%2FpgTBWdrgFHiFoYQTXfsRw3r6hw%2BbL08ojYm4sW2U9rAJUqFUC8FqDWcXW8k6OhzirPjfJIjpfsBIfpFjlq9hRh89YgCGQFXDLnc9GhbbL4duAfAc5MH2ccjqr2IodgTR%2BbiiofSuAr7pYV2Gt4vjt%2FvHXADNEJXIEa%2Fkqy43D87gRrMsNywkOTgqETdrR%2BJXh6581jA%2FXVvqxMGeyNJmk8nSYpFJR5KJgnux0EKmBTQCF4Z7EWaqjeRYhG2WKe0lhU4lslC95XKSsL0yF3bAsgjeeELTGVzpTSCHHFGxL80RohcMzLQfwKAoNdMc1HVxCBzIMBTy3hfmwNmQiyOdLUgaJNLvJE%2FYiu849GReJeJHtcoRsJDfrF9k9pTJh%2FYiua6uUq%2BA6NZTcNuK0NB4vmi4OR%2BJgSQz7i8CV5XWqgF3oODmH%2Bqdnp1LQAOZAaEojqpu%2B5UW6ylRaR2GxB3KhnSR0UM4pA5Wzs%2B0b7c2N%2BbX11vzNjXts9v2j7%2BNvI%2B1QGrBNuJpDfVhbcD%2FCGe8fvY2%2FC2xrh03euNkul7iCHRQMzIKnOFikVPVwaWWuurh0ihQJAnKwlfaIm1CmIkGIKiygej6e%2BVTEPWM1923vmU8TuKdAECgZ0RIE70zj2SzMuzAMLohAFmnBDR7OMQ9HIw4kSAaMZzxHrTj8sVSisEDbBgXtEmhMnR5b3mMH0uQ8lm9gH2d%2BnuQxfIakGotPaJiPIGmBdLbkAWVDR6uujVzAywOJHnokNZNJBhac0mTkTgpqxwSwrGoqszDX5BVSXpNKgWgydrKZpBVgngQfIbqfc7QKsvBAxD3m9UYka4KE4DkJa1%2F%2FIUcyhWs2p0VFKwChbstFFgseEE6%2Fa7jHZQVcHLYMcgBJoPHi4WQyKYinTC95Wqk2RlRrQMBAvsqCP62KZ6laxWnq0E%2FaMNZ0BoJuu2og87QCZS6RAXe3WgdSoL6dR9e5JhgUhGHbhZXu%2FjYqFl%2F7%2B4taQcITJzgpUl3X0oBJxicK1o00YqLZxYoEaa5IjFpzdayaCsgIMwcp71A%2BxisOGEPyQFU71%2BCezbKUvcJW62URPw


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR260484185 Volume 8, Issue 4, July-August 2026 4 

 

bibliographic information in the social sciences and has been incorporated into numerous prior 

bibliometric analyses in education research (Seraj et al., 2024). To ensure comprehensive coverage, the 

researchers constructed a Boolean search query using the TITLE-ABS-KEY field in Scopus, which 

simultaneously searches for the specified terms within the article title, abstract, and author keywords: 

TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ( "inclusive English language teaching" OR "inclusive language teaching" OR 

"inclusive English education" OR "inclusive pedagogy" OR "inclusive classroom*" OR "inclusive 

education" OR "inclusive teaching" OR "inclusive instructional practice*" OR "inclusive learning 

environment*" ) AND ( multilingual* OR bilingual* OR plurilingual* OR "multilingual education" OR 

"multilingual classroom*" OR "translanguaging" OR "linguistic diversity" OR "language diversity" OR 

"multilingual learner*" OR "English learner*" OR "English language learner*" OR ELL OR ESL OR EFL 

) AND ( "English language teaching" OR ELT OR "English language education" OR "English teaching" 

OR "English language learning" OR "English as a Second Language" OR "English as a Foreign Language" 

OR TESOL OR TEFL ) ) 

The query was constructed by combining three thematic clusters—inclusive teaching terminology, 

multilingualism-related terminology, and English language teaching terminology—joined by the Boolean 

operator AND to retrieve only studies situated at the intersection of these strands, whereas OR was used 

within each cluster to maximize recall. To ensure the methodological rigor and replicability of the search, 

a retrieval protocol was then applied to filter the initial results. Thus, four filtering conditions were applied: 

(a) time span, restricted to publications from 2017 to 2025 inclusive; (b) language, restricted to English-

language publications only (LIMIT-TO LANGUAGE "English"); (c) subject area, restricted to the 

Scopus subject categories of Social Sciences, Psychology, Multidisciplinary, and Arts and Humanities; 

and (d) exact keywords, restricted through a controlled vocabulary including Inclusive Education, EFL, 

Translanguaging, Higher Education, Teaching, English as a Second Language, English as a Foreign 

Language, TESOL, Teacher Training, Students, Inclusion, English Language Teaching, ESL, Teacher 

Education, Inclusive Teaching Practices, Inclusive Pedagogy, Bilingual Education, Multilingualism, 

Foreign Language, Secondary Education, Second-language Learning, Language Learning, Language 

Learners, English Language Learners, English Language Education, English for Speakers of Other 

Languages. Furthermore, the search was confined to articles (DOCTYPE "ar") published in journals 

(SRCTYPE "j"). After applying the retrieval protocol, 56 publications from the initial search were 

identified as suitable for inclusion in this study. 

 

Table 1. Retrieval Protocol 

Conditions Content 

Time span 2017-2025 

Subject area Social Sciences, Psychology, Multidisciplinary, and Arts and Humanities 

Exact keywords Inclusive Education, EFL, Translanguaging, Higher Education, Teaching, 

English as a Second Language, English as a Foreign Language, TESOL, 

Teacher Training, Students, Inclusion, English Language Teaching, ESL, 

Teacher Education, Inclusive Teaching Practices, Inclusive Pedagogy, 

Bilingual Education, Multilingualism, Foreign Language, Secondary 

Education, Second-language Learning, Language Learning, Language 

Learners, English Language Learners, English Language Education, 

English for Speakers of Other Languages 
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Language English 

Articles Journals 

 

Software 

To analyze the retrieved data, this study employed VOSviewer (version 1.6.19), a widely validated 

bibliometric software tool. The study conducted the analysis in two stages: first, the study utilized 

VOSviewer to examine author and index keywords alongside frequent terms in titles and abstracts; second, 

it produced scientific mapping to visualize the connectivity among keywords, authors, institutions, and 

countries(Moral-Muñoz et al., 2020). This software was chosen because it creates and presents 

bibliometric networks more effectively than conventional spreadsheet-based approaches (Maliha, 2024), 

supports co-occurrence analysis at multiple aggregation levels (Moral-Muñoz et al., 2020), and has been 

successfully applied in recent multilingualism and ELT bibliometric studies (Çelik & Daukšaitė-

Kolpakovienė, 2025), (Kamarullah et al., 2024). 

 

Results 

To address the research questions, this study proceeds as follows: first, the study details quantitative 

publication trends; second, it maps thematic clusters. 

RQ1. What are the publication trends by topic, country, institution, and citation in research on 

multilingualism and inclusive classroom practices in ELT from 2017 to 2025? 

 

 
Figure 1. Publication Trends 

 

Publication Trend by Topic. The descending frequency pattern across the top keywords reveals a clear 

thematic hierarchy in scholarship on multilingualism and inclusive classroom practices in ELT, with 

inclusive education and English language teaching forming the dominant core and showing a sustained 
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upward trajectory across the 2013–2024 publication window (Seraj et al., 2024), (Kamarullah et al., 2024). 

The mid-tier cluster—higher education and EFL—has gained momentum following the post-2022 

acceleration documented in adjacent bibliometric studies, suggesting that inclusivity has increasingly 

migrated from generic advocacy into specific instructional contexts and learning tiers (Çelik & Daukšaitė-

Kolpakovienė, 2025), (Yegizbayeva, 2025). The lower-frequency but persistent presence of inclusion and 

ESL indicates that scholars prefer specialized, pedagogy-specific labels over generalized ones, reflecting 

the field's maturation toward concrete, context-anchored inquiry (Ludwig, 2021), (Ummah et al., 2025). 

Thus, these patterns imply that the field's thematic center of gravity has shifted from broad definitional 

debate to applied, inclusive, and multilingual pedagogical practices situated within identifiable teaching 

contexts (Lim & Buckingham, 2026), (Mahayanti et al., 2024). 

 

 
Figure 2. Top 15 Countries with Publication 

 

Distribution of Publications by Countries. The geographic distribution of publications reveals that the 

United States leads the field with 10 publications, followed closely by Indonesia with 9, reflecting the 

dominance of these two countries in advancing scholarship on multilingualism and inclusive classroom 

practices in ELT. Poland and Iran are tied at third position with 5 publications each, whereas Spain and 

South Africa share fifth place with 4 publications each, demonstrating that the field has meaningfully 

extended beyond its Anglo-American origins into European, Latin American, and African contexts. A 

substantial cluster of 7 countries—Turkey, Thailand, the Philippines, Norway, Japan, Israel, and 

Australia—each contributed 3 publications, and a final tier of 6 countries—the United Kingdom, 

Malaysia, Kuwait, Cyprus, China, and Canada—each contributed 2 publications, bringing the total to 

19 contributing nations across the 2017–2025 window. Thus, this broad geographic spread suggests that 

inclusive multilingual ELT is a growing research front, though the concentration in two leading nations 

indicates opportunities for more diversified, cross-regional collaboration in future empirical work. 
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Figure 3. Top 15 Contributing Universities 

 

Most Productive Institutions. The institutional distribution of publications reveals a fragmented but 

globally diverse authorship network, with the University of Warsaw leading all contributing institutions 

(3 publications), whereas the Isfahan University of Technology follows (2 publications) [Figure 

3](Yegizbayeva, 2025). A broader cluster of 13 universities—Universitas Islam Negeri Antasari, 

Universitas Sultan Ageng Tirtayasa, Universitas Muhammadiyah Sumatera Utara, Universidad 

Nacional de Educación a Distancia, Universitat de Lleida, Universidad Juárez Autónoma de 

Tabasco, Seattle Pacific University, University of Łódź, Oslo Metropolitan University, University of 

Cyprus, Yazd University, University of A Coruña, and McGill University—each contributed 1 

publication, reflecting a dispersed rather than concentrated pattern of scholarly output [Figure 3](Ummah 

et al., 2025). This breadth signals that research on multilingualism and inclusive classroom practices in 

ELT is institutionally distributed across Europe, Asia, North America, and the Middle East rather than 

anchored in a small cluster of dominant research centers (Mahayanti et al., 2024). The presence of 

academic journals such as DIGILEC, hosted at the University of A Coruña, further indicates the gradual 

institutionalization of the field within higher education systems worldwide (Çelik & Daukšaitė-

Kolpakovienė, 2025). 

 

Table 2. Summary of Citation Analysis 

Publications year 2017–2025 

Citation year 9 (2017–2025) 

Paper 56 

Citation 492 

Citation/year 54.67 

Citation/paper 8.79 

Authors/paper 2.3 

h-Index 13 
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Citation Analysis. The distribution of keyword frequencies across the 56 retrieved publications reveals a 

clear thematic hierarchy in research on multilingualism and inclusive classroom practices in ELT (2017–

2025). Inclusive education dominates as the most frequent keyword at approximately 150 occurrences, 

followed by English language teaching at approximately 120, indicating that the scholarly conversation 

has been anchored by these two foundational concepts and reinforcing their centrality as the theoretical 

backbone of the field. The middle tier of the distribution—higher education (95) and EFL (85)—suggests 

that researchers have increasingly situated their inquiries within specific institutional and pedagogical 

contexts rather than framing them in general terms, reflecting the field's movement from broad advocacy 

toward context-specific, applied scholarship. The lower-frequency band—inclusion (65) and ESL (48)—

indicates that while these terms remain relevant, scholars have favored more precise, pedagogy-specific 

terminology, signaling a maturing field with clearer conceptual vocabulary. Furthermore, the overall 

trajectory of topic frequencies mirrors the publication growth documented in adjacent bibliometric 

investigations—particularly the post-2022 acceleration reported by Yegizbayeva (Yegizbayeva, 2025) and 

Ummah et al. (Ummah et al., 2025)—suggesting that the thematic diversification observed here is 

consistent with broader shifts in ELT scholarship toward multilingual responsiveness and inclusive 

practice (Mahayanti et al., 2024), (Seraj et al., 2024). Thus, this descending frequency pattern across the 

six leading topics demonstrates that the field has progressed from foundational, definitional inquiry to 

applied, context-grounded research, with implications for teacher preparation programs and curricular 

design that increasingly prioritize inclusive, multilingual frameworks over monolingual traditions. 

RQ2. What are the leading journals and authors in this field from 2017 to 2025? 

 

 
Figure 4. Top 15 Leading Journals 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AtVZNbxtFGHYRFK699QJ6VYQoUrJe20macEFO6lK3bhPVSavcGO%2FM7k49O7OamXWykZAK%2FJLyL3IGrtwRvwG40BMXntl1nBRVVELi4Cg7%2B34%2B7%2FM%2Bs9%2Bcd95JjZWZ1O%2FzE2Pn550bOZs5b1ni6%2BvRWJMVidCeasGsW6OiUl4qqbOKKfKCJbmwJHiVMC%2BNppw5ypjVwgpOrkIgpr2EKfMeUWAS0TNBopgxO4cJXBglpiityIV2ciFoJmdKmkJ4KxNimqnaSUeuZFojLfW22lLodj%2BO76z34%2F7gM%2FKGpFJVITXzgnwOB7EwahEcUikUj2hUlMrU4WCamLJyxJlnM%2BYEcnDaNUYJpsmUwjJvQqcnAoVpdOZDK0iJVh1JTSOdKenyNapcCOdzQbuXNZ9SyZI5y0QwfTL1FZemTdHYuFzqGrFnxMrSEbBf9RjRfmXhtRDOy6zFs8KTVCgApcAkYEhlhUBLvEPgRPr2IbPmxOdkFhhJqKpkzq%2FwQkMSL9FjVbrKoj4zc8IuEBuFAsZ%2BREMK8%2BKm8sQKs%2BzNmzKkgB03SVWgAkcnGPNQWlF%2F6uDa6yMVgFuDF3MNKL2drVVdaGxi6PgYUxfIywnOIXBhUF5pjZJpmHTlc4MQaBQozirfYCt0GxoepnFaTvOxwfBUvdac3RprLyxGj2Sg2gNT4UGRSYH5BVVHK4q2s1ieS1fcohwhAw3RmoUpKgIp2hpLKwtma3rexozoEIdHGjy1Tvo65HhQL5ib14pRwbh4jfSXvQCFNXJolcu0IaEEiqVBjKYkh%2FTgH2%2FeaIzfNz4RTUsm9RrtgTUM8KL0UNXRQzDIBqIvUcSyhtVJTBUSipArNycJuyCotGHJCunD%2BAKUb1ljK1rCR4GRqx3MZZYr%2FAIXQmonMx1mx3QCNqUrrzAuEBuakiGtUmxmsFQBg5aD4DeGhxUKXGjGjv7R2pXOwZkxD4LRonURmXLjXYlfY58xbFCICAI3Oz8LvDaNTDQ8IZyVzILLwGWNsgrwh3eVr4DeKqjQXLAFqgjjDWHeqEBg6kJySAADQxgvWNls79WmnRDzBnFzOXpMCMKC07RSqr6gMa81KxDdCqaKgN2%2FDySi3ZoSVmKjlDwLKTCkqzCiSw%2FRhboAkoANVNtgOo3tXNTEkMmFRDLsClzXXqscMyTNFkF2lvrJTQHqkUhT0ZArLBu3spFUQJHB%2B2Jq2izaKhVLEhwLfhdhMmjK5nqvVwQoEErYsU7Neee9bDnzF0oW0Ep%2FDz9jeRz1toV0rhLXBGigxOnt%2BxBo%2B9PLOqIDwVlmMjln9OPLWtUFD1sJ%2FZI%2FfO%2FqFFoPZbp5pFawI3642zhgFuGOSwG3qufHIpNnM1aLBcN%2FC6HTCTs7Y56Hpe%2BkuL4OePoqkdydd95NuIGc9%2BJos7e9vdPt72zurG%2Fe2epHobNoezPqRXG8yaWb6Rf46%2FS3cmmzuXHx31Y%2Fx50CDonT%2BbONjXhnqz%2FYjgcw32evnjftNmg9b9CKB%2BtxL1cs0CATM6HngBnSk4gjq04Pcu9L93m3OwOVgJFeL1tY6mjOznRZRfOzrgSZT6MyL7t42QUtZKJEl5sTrcDa7mArHnR3du50d7bubGcQK1%2BXAaD50vIQj9cwS2HShwh19ViAfKqGrWqug916L6xVx1uRglHQAP4MHxCuOb2xHOHd6d7%2BwdF0fXc4Hd2l3fHuZLz%2FaHT4ZLxHw8fDyfF0PKX9e%2FToaHI4nowff3k0nNDhaLh3f%2FSERneP9oaH4%2F3HKa4gmbjvzjvX05aWKGImOes34zVTkwS1nSYyVOFEs%2FutyazX2rihXYrG%2FarAOnqIJF6nh73%2B5kZrcvrJFDsDi8kSfppgPRoxCX6HYSfxIFxirPjriz9%2B%2FoU6nU4OCK%2Fk471%2BvN2G%2B2gClKB7QW
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AfVbLbhxFFB1HBFiwY4WQULFAgLBn3OMHTligPIwcMnkothOJXXXX7e7yVFc19ZiZziog8Sl8hCU%2BBgl%2BISs2nKruGVskQZbtme5bdc8959xb9cvl6EZprKyk%2FkAsjZ1fjj6uee685YXvbv7%2BVAXLlXQNq7ljORWmIcY1I%2BdIe8kVK00RHJOaFUZ7alpjue0YiVBwL43eZi23XhZBcau6GHesK2xYsxnXVeAVseN1LPvqeHb29TYTgZg3zNeE%2BMISd1JXTMgFWSd9x0zJnA8CANyXLOfFvLImaBFRlCqQLkiwvGOVMjmwv0x7j9nj0BDiHFPSk%2BU%2BWGKWFpKWDsUtiNGqVcZibUxsjaKYqN0QEKHPzsbsrJYu5e8Yl42LSGnFG6kBGgvbkCs51OMtAdY2kxGrLLsU0BjnWQEMApQF7a0khHDNVfey3%2BJahDPBFuQAVPH43RvQQ8C%2FyXctmAdfGxvz6QU5LyssSTFQrTEa9HPnTCHTTnPqoHdEx7VgrTWtccTKMPDiiNuiZuBFB3Jjdp40yCWKgwUAuughO4kdYo4h%2BboQwaaH%2ByxJr4C%2Fr0Ow0pomhZ8WpoUW97nnOUdisHWfCmpysuzbbTbdne5Hqok9G%2B%2FjJ4sIK8sbZiy7m1C4WmowaoxybEkAHbyE2omkWCgsGnm5rgQywwFVnRDUO1ILWqXyf%2B4%2Fb7NlLaF7fP38ySmL5gAeZ0q%2F5MiwRA%2FA4sp0fZaFdCE6rF%2BRNEIyAGsZB%2BHVhuS%2BlBJJwKKDr0psu%2BAq8BzppHayqj3%2BD66nhVGLyLcCOFfw9q1W3GY1lqm4NMYO5k9NudFv7Z9YJCoAfnT7WuUrm6QGAUQIMYAZeiI52vhhW8BDFmOb9Q5AAWEwKmRBrArweZ%2BqDBYr7RWOVBqaWQWHNt5mmAfYgCt4EjEtSMNj1pLglanQEGN2YpaEhk%2FmQqZIv4sPAEPJZtA1UokANOQ6UzQ%2FskSeGe8joZXFrOk5vOpO%2BLbhGvoximG6NwpipIWStODaswvQBz8jVGHMxJeYcrA8CCnSMOvpGCZdrBz75LAhphQKbskmtlxLhSzRMtgVmg%2FZlZyDNPiS7E7sAbEZfFTU2igQUQBdzIhxDAbTmI2KbAyZ3D8GNmiMDdBNVKF1DnayrInzGKvIPgDGy9HNaujQV6i2hWQ%2F4Bfe3B3vHZJ0LtAWeekVrZ7eIwVB2R32Y19%2BrPteEgyK%2F3d6nxEv0IkVm12N1UjEDM8CmJKFK2FnDN%2BP2g2kmYEGxl6OtmSLTZ5FeXASgSPr%2FFM8%2BeTGd7Xi68%2BPVFxpZR6wyP2GSKF5E1eUJSav6ui8aXhNFUykyxMjbVAiTvDRm6H1Yy5qac0QbR6ohrOfeG1lB%2FD6XcvkaZg35gLa9euKYyHfFVudcn3BO95Hzk9IV%2FOOPbTSvXP3x8HWWLHeXczQJ31wiYP3qShfF1K4y9F7hTBy9Wm2O55Op9mtSZGkGi%2ByqczG%2B7uHh0dCuly%2Fwl%2Bnf5XTvYPDnd393UxOD6fZzq3s4Kg2LUFTWs1f7O9n2V62d7SXIfwJf32RbJBcdJFctHu4kx1Ah17qnHST%2BsehI3tTbaU6Vp%2Bf6%2BFwxoB5FGoONQT4rNkpNTw23xz9mUbRuVWrk9r71t2eTGjor3FomjEvxlJM0hwet3U7lDYZjpCJMEutDBeTVOUkOzzKssqF3HdtJHI%2BxJ3h6xb6i0z5EHtdf0w%2BzhvEqnRc3u3uxeN3hKMB0zjdGl7gAuT6p0MvHF9dgN52ddmYP91cbqNl3npClt606ANctt4vhWnQAkCRS8GniT9zGg9lhTNRRhiOSklK9CF51se4Oxb9HxvrJGBsSTjF4XV5lk0P9vuQ1RenuJ%2FF1lvDm2Ek6jQJ8XSNlVyBW84%2F3%2F%2F91x9%2FjkajGhxeyyey6e5R
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AnVfLbhzHFR0FymvrlYEAQXnhPAByhjMkpaGySKgHFUFUTIiUlSxrum53l6e6qlPVPZz2SjbyE9kZyFdwnWX%2Bwj%2BQlQED3vjcqp7hkB4KhhcSZ7qrbt177jmn7nxxNfhZ7rwutL2vLp2fXw0%2BKOUsNF5mTffr%2F521vnaBHomLUgcRmlZ1gpay0paCaEoStHBmoW0hck1GCZcLbLXBSFu0ElELcambUlvxzBZGh1LIIKQ4cZ50YcVpWkbiD89OTv8oSLWZbLSzQ%2FGUAhaMXlFTOuWMK7rRcV17J7PykTgWMz0z2lXUeJ0JaaXpAvLD6Z4CSZ%2BVom6xIkUTuXeVmOyND0Xj8HdysCOCa31GKr3iQpSuyAZerWQjZzLQDoItSJog5tShLLIq7Ahtc9OSbbQ0QrbIzuOhtCoG0VUN3CIKlJU25i0Q8jYmNcOrM2AIZPrnJAwyt3g9FCfaKnwIXGpu3CUv2ygIlS7I40TUXJPXTolSF6XBvya1pfDukg%2FStiFA0gipUE3mCqsjIlv6FBuzkKaVM0MIq2ThChyIMnvg1608ORWZQ%2BRlE4ZgBl2jTjZzwCAElCaBKdIMeI1TiM%2BUnmTEMDMtF7iufQcBq6q1fYH42pqm9XhusKzVAWhh45ogvMCj961pqwR%2Fn3DHCQGW1iocnYFnCZAK8XQuM2rQdCs59lYQEEkDQ0%2BGFtJmJGTmXQhpfw1glA4ZPrAAhuIcgtA4wVNNEpFNJxRVaBDiNhQPhnwA%2BYLEjCzlHHvLsStQDZDzzlUJViC33pQgiwzzaL66Zo3M%2Fgl8YlsZLfRbZpzGgoyrwekGZEea%2BCBq6YGjrnsIuVgpKmCUwgdOc0VCtHKhvbMcITV5LTPNwTQEH3h17GPISmekD%2BKyhF0IdhJRglEsYqzMpG2ATSgl2hRhSXbBGTCTtG25T06g1Sgy6RF8vYurK75BKa3Has9F7MR9yaNyCIgbL5sogQLt4H0KRteA0Wt1cg1Y4N6j0DydADxKJgRqvq1XOCKrENxnTrzuc9sRZykGzvudrOo%2FiXOXsWughWsh3zBWBgwvnW8A141lAh7dkz%2F6zap%2BULxnv8ParpJzPEGmBdIDkROrNlyV20gL7h%2BYnXH%2B3JW25jOTTqRy9Z0O0ftAalUll7rSn6duraGoXdObIwJca1calkZvBz0dgdVJG4W4to9Quha0AJ4oRzNl%2Bsuml9JG7NvJIaOe8yKDy0ByuulgEx7K4Bawc82xcMOsk5MDCYQL6I3bZRjTclgFQw1wvHcwk6hS1iG6QqyJDURj975%2B92%2B0qfftazuOJ1nim2bdQmzECbFlzL%2FIUiBbobzkMxE3ieuySobUixMF3bgv1nYxFJ%2FEKxxbmm70KTz85o3t8px5IYWFdZioOK9nbezzDAToQkMV8kptijr%2FPGLKOrw2kvcpcfNuWFeZrincA5RJRUPxhkuLkSX7fe2p5DuXzfHGfd7zbFPQG57z42%2FjlfITnbeJf%2Be6U6uCb9wU7zNtvjCtIGALlaOGrVdmbO4PrWOraafM7zDrpmxx2UeWJABv%2BTZvVZ2FWrLtHm5khhQCqae4mgpMQYe743HFXJAQmH9hc3c1%2BHnRo%2FjOpFnmJOpA7Q0fPiAdQku%2FpAbCpOXHr2EkoeHmiueYMP77H7cyOBLH1Qx2CLBzjIdtRR%2BYNecQ%2B18YOhUyJR4%2Bc2RsOv1KlrKD7WkqUI21f9PiLT8Q563vpPLO0GDLtvP2UsJf7Ma2l64CyuIYhnzXtvIxrm3AK9Ou6rQtxXMlXnMO7V2b6KwFA9KO9oV4CUbPxUuvg5XiaSl91WeZw8bPVP5NplW4GtzPlNOX473h5GB6%2BHDkiyCHi%2FHUPtwdT6aYJWb2Hf4P9gs9PpqOd4%2Bmk7%2BXriZIkJbztwf7R0eHh9Pp9AEWfSK%2F%2BSy2IHbwM55jd%2FceIE65
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AlVbNbhxFEHaQiMKFA1zgAGoOSLG0We%2FMrv8SAbITG6I4ssluYnHsmenZae9M96R%2FvN6cEsGJN%2BDIA3DkkHNeBPEAcMoFLnzVM7trJ7YAy%2FbuTFdXf%2FXVV1X94uXKO7k2cizVtWyqzeTlygcFT6wzPHWz6x%2BOCsESnc2YzlkpnTDceSOYVmxPjUtpC3bA1djzsWAjwdNCqjG7uXcwWmVGWMFNWjBpmVSpEdxiscMS75grBJxggbOa%2B1S64D%2BRSSl1JZyRKbPOZ1LQVljDMpeizLpsVHjbad68ZT5jp9J6Xspn2MdZ6itfcidPBVbxaZ1MeQlctTaOIgAKNjZ66go6fX7gVOIZS9IwWdVggXGVsZrCUc6GTYvQnBEqAzZtWO4NRcUyaUTqpFaWwF4Oc8otS7XKfOpExp56rpwkhKeinLFkhgN5OXtGVNYem1MsEdzmMKzPcHoHHrxyZtYBRQjNeTLqBLAgNGy5w0rBM%2FJzor2BU9CCZe5doY29wyZihpS3AYhKGKhgTBFWDfHI45ynrV6%2FAWMLQF4QwA1ILedpEmyY6tpblnHHE24Fy42uWNyL%2BsxptuPH3jo8xnGX7ePIZZy0oU1rQ5Go6lLPcJSbamZ17qbcCLLgDrrpsCeHw1MppiCcIvqGG3Lz%2B%2FOfLDtqUIb3R8LQ1%2Fl%2ByggwSUWc4KRCT%2BkE8kngKw10tdGUF1IN0RxyBcRRpxFGNNg%2Bn5SQZMEKOS4ENitfJYAENZ23CT6W5IGqkTfgnt1kin3BtuPV%2F%2B4loIMTqGDoS8cV%2B5YnWlv2WAGysSilDjus8L5xHm1e6XyuEstuRnF%2FNfiHdgX8BP9ESZMMGO8a7yAFYKdsNi6XrhZ6WFTtxZqnXJC7uRwvky6Sek6cUFaTEFREEBFt39s%2FYJDN3vCAyseJM9fyj%2FNBBunYh5OahMIDBCKQswHKMs%2FxXbmLpQA34XVKHQMUi7Kkz2h9ewEk86apCtJmLVKJToQzZEXq5hVEtS%2Fhr0Q0hLFV15vimmOJO4ON3tw39LqsQYITDTrxxtbyXVtVoKgUDTttZ%2B6yw2YJVQZcSAE9hHrC84VKQqh62b5yH%2Fr3skuF2q%2FJp6RnSKizSGd4CN1PQ4azik%2FwplvyFHRZkd3jToxRGxu3eusVJYRL7L%2Bvcv1y5d1xG%2BPzsumi%2B%2FhDTHF3vS%2BktV68I0JYcrjz9R47rIXKT3XpK%2FF%2BSa6MxJzA9u8xnzIFmmlO5byS5UwMMYVOxBg6VfYIBVFA7Q95kfiE3U8Uz4wuxcrb%2B%2BSD8tUvlT599XOzN98tuZpcaZ49gN%2FW8pFPkOPGMi%2B4Pcry16nMLOJMMy3PPo563Sja3FyLo%2FWteDDoxYMoXo%2B2t7cyaRP1HP%2BteiFp9RYtFxrx8lKcTY4H%2Fe2N7Xh9q79ReLQ8nt3P3GF1mBzvfteP9fHxsJyaXZlXcHHIX58E6gLzJ2B%2BcKuH36hAIGEGJ0JV80bTJuJaCEsHltvWCHlOkGLUQSoem%2FLsy8K52t5eW5uXRtfCF%2Fx0U12tIb61OsvXrgxxbH3iZjVRN2nnwQiP10hNOn%2BAejj%2FWjiqFdiW6D8i253dpV5wA8OtLcTsGLcQG95%2BtNVo5Ew%2BaQc7VdajebMZNQORBtW%2F3EX2z48hmj%2B32Q7bPT%2BYd9rSyZ2uZUqyu55nuoKiATWRGY9bHnUqcYkYpjI0DRGuJY1JEjU2dseg0MJY8mjEKCthsZyPwNegMTn7fCjoArAEfICQFAGmfXP0wqbaiL%2B%2F%2BvOveyv4KUD0ufOyKO5tNe4%2BPVhezchB82hm1By1Adv%2FP5h%2B%2F1KbJpD%2B9mZ78meY40KO1SXUPxRoAJldBPHje5cF0e%2F3BsGV3MNkCwPpLbgNlKdHBTJEV7jL2d8MVvVdjRJA%252


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR260484185 Volume 8, Issue 4, July-August 2026 9 

 

The Most Cited Publications. The journal distribution analysis indicates that Education Sciences leads 

the field with four publications, followed by International Journal of Inclusive Education at three 

publications, establishing these two journals as the principal venues for scholarship on multilingualism 

and inclusive classroom practices in ELT (Kamarullah et al., 2024; Seraj et al., 2024). A second tier is 

constituted by The Reading Teacher and Forum for Linguistic Studies at two publications each, 

reflecting the field's visible penetration into both literacy-focused and linguistics-oriented outlets (Ummah 

et al., 2025; Yegizbayeva, 2025). The remaining 11 journals—Theory and Practice of Second Language 

Acquisition, International Journal of Language Studies, Neophilologus, Translation and 

Translanguaging in Multilingual Contexts, Language Learning Journal, English Language 

Teaching Educational Journal, Education 3-13, Eurasian Journal of Applied Linguistics, Iranian 

Journal of Language Teaching Research, International Multilingual Research Journal, and Journal 

of Multilingual and Multicultural Development—each contribute one publication, all indexed by 

reputable publishers and aligning with Seraj et al.'s (Seraj et al., 2024) emphasis on Scopus-indexed, high-

impact outlets as markers of scholarly legitimacy. This dispersed distribution across 15 journals 

demonstrates that the field is anchored in a small number of inclusive-education and ELT-focused 

journals, with broad but thin coverage across applied linguistics outlets worldwide (Ludwig, 2021; 

Ummah et al., 2025). 

 

Table 3. Top 15 Most Cited Publications 

 
 

A closer review of the 15 most cited publications from Table 3 reinforces the thematic contours identified 

in the keyword analysis, with Chan and Lo (46 citations; 4.6 citations/year) and Lau and Shea (42 

citations; 14 citations/year) anchoring the field's empirical core through their foundational work on 
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inclusive classroom practices in Hong Kong EFL and culturally responsive, social-emotional teaching. 

Lau and Shea's leading 14 citations per year signals the field's rapid contemporary relevance, while 

contextualized studies on dyslexic learners (Nijakowska et al., 38 and 17 citations), ethnic minorities 

(Lintangsari & Emaliana, 39; Manan, 18), and indigenous communities (Boonsuk, 14 citations) confirm 

that citation footprint is strongest when anchored in identifiable learner contexts [Table 3]. This pattern 

mirrors trends documented in adjacent bibliometric studies of multilingual teacher education (Çelik & 

Daukšaitė-Kolpakovienė, 2025; Yegizbayeva, 2025). 

A cluster—Xu and Fang (24; 8.0 citations/year), Kim and Weng (24; 4.8), and Boonsuk (14; 7.0)—

reflects growing engagement with translanguaging and Global Englishes as inclusive frameworks, 

aligning with the post-2022 acceleration of these strands documented by Mahayanti et al. (Mahayanti et 

al., 2024) and Çelik and Daukšaitė-Kolpakovienė (Çelik & Daukšaitė-Kolpakovienė, 2025). Their high 

citation rates indicate that translanguaging-oriented work shapes the inclusive-education and ELT 

discourse observed in the keyword analysis [Table 3]. Kim and Weng's systematic review further signals 

a maturation from purely empirical case studies toward synthesis-level contributions that anchor the field's 

theoretical scaffolding. 

The remaining publications—Manan et al., Mortenson, Daza-Ledesma and Izquierdo, Wilson et al., 

Peychoutis and Ravathi, and Rodríguez and Frumuselu—show diversification toward critical applied 

linguistics, teacher preparedness, equity-oriented EAP, trauma-informed pedagogy, and technology-

enhanced instruction [Table 3] (Ludwig, 2021), (Yegizbayeva, 2025). Manan et al.'s coercive-power study 

in Pakistani English-medium schools exemplifies critical engagement with inequity, while Wilson et al.'s 

trauma-informed ESL work broadens inclusivity toward learner well-being [Table 3]. Moreover, these 15 

publications comprise 357 citations, confirming the citation concentration previously reported in 

multilingual teacher education bibliometrics (Kamarullah et al., 2024). The overall pattern suggests that 

the field is transitioning from descriptive, classroom-grounded studies toward theoretically integrative and 

cross-disciplinary inquiries that will likely shape its trajectory in the next decade (Seraj et al., 2024), (Çelik 

& Daukšaitė-Kolpakovienė, 2025), (Ludwig, 2021). 

 

 
Figure 5. Top 15 Productive Authors 
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The Most Productive Authors. The temporal distribution of author productivity, presented in the second 

visualization, reveals a notable concentration of scholarly output in 2024, where a significant share of the 

profiled authors produced visible contributions to the field of multilingualism and inclusive classroom 

practices in ELT. The most productive period was 2024, with Young D and Abbasi E each producing two 

articles, whereas a broader cohort of authors—Nijakowska J, Emaliana I, Lintangsari AP, Abd 

Rahman SNB, Akma F, Almumen HA, and Ariel L—each contributed their publication in the same 

year, signaling a mature and expansive research front [Figure 2](Ummah et al., 2025),(Yegizbayeva, 

2025). A distinct peak emerged in 2020, anchored by Spanoudakis G, Tsagari D, Nijakowska J, 

Emaliana I, Lintangsari AP, Arias R, and Belda-Medina J, indicating that the early portion of the 

analyzed window produced a more fragmented authorship pattern with narrower collaboration intensity 

[Figure 2](Seraj et al., 2024). Finally, the earliest outputs—Spanoudakis G and Tsagari D, who 

registered visible production in 2015—demonstrate the field's initial foothold during the first half of the 

analytical window, while the 2022 outputs from Ahmadi M and Akrim A mark a transitional period of 

slow but steady contributions [Figure 2](Çelik & Daukšaitė-Kolpakovienė, 2025; Mahayanti et al., 2024). 

The Total Citations per Year intensity, represented by node size, suggests that Young D and Akma F 

achieved the highest citation density in 2024, with Young D reaching a TC per Year of approximately five 

and Akma F at approximately one, signaling that Young D's work has attracted substantial scholarly 

attention at a comparative scale unmatched by other profiled authors in the dataset [Figure 2]. The overall 

pattern—fragmented early production, moderate mid-period activity, and concentrated recent output—

mirrors trends identified in adjacent bibliometric studies of multilingual teacher education and pluralism 

in ELT (Kamarullah et al., 2024; Ummah et al., 2025; Yegizbayeva, 2025). Taken together, the figure 

captures an emerging yet globally distributed authorship network characterized by recurring contributions 

from a small core of researchers alongside broader single-publication participation, with implications for 

the gradual institutionalization and internationalization of the field (Çelik & Daukšaitė-Kolpakovienė, 

2025; Ludwig, 2021; Seraj et al., 2024). 

RQ3. What are the dominant keywords and thematic clusters that characterize scholarship on 

multilingualism and inclusive ELT from 2017 to 2025? 
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Figure 6. Visualization of Authors’ Keywords 

 

Keyword Co-occurrence Network Analysis. The VOSviewer-generated keyword co-occurrence network 

visualizations reveal both the thematic structure and the temporal evolution of scholarship on 

multilingualism and inclusive classroom practices in ELT across the analyzed publication window. In the 

Figure 6, "inclusive education" emerges as the central anchor node surrounded by a dense constellation of 

38 co-occurring keywords, with color coding indicating that the most prominent clusters—particularly 

those anchored by inclusive education, teacher education, and English as a Foreign Language—are 

rendered in warmer yellow-to-red hues, signaling that these topics have gained sustained momentum in 

the more recent portion of the publication window (approximately 2022–2024) [Figure 4]. Periphery nodes 

rendered in cooler blue tones—such as document analysis, EFL pedagogy, data, agency, and literacy—

suggest that methodological and micro-level pedagogical terms were more dominant in the earlier phase 

of the analyzed window (approximately 2017–2019), reflecting the field's initial grounding in qualitative, 

classroom-grounded inquiry [Figure 4]. The intermediate cluster, rendered in green tones, captures the 

transitional period of cooperative learning, EFL, EFL pedagogy, and foreign language (approximately 

2020–2021), reinforcing that the field's center of gravity has progressively shifted from methodologically 

descriptive inquiry toward theoretically integrative, inclusive, and multilingual frameworks [Figure 4]. 

In Figure 7, inclusive education occupies the core region, surrounded by secondary clusters anchored by 

higher education, EFL, and multilingualism, while tertiary clusters—containing teacher education, 

inclusion, bilingual education, teachers, and English language teaching—radiate outward in declining 

intensity, identifying localized but coherent subfields branching from the dominant theme [Figure 5]. A 

peripheral cluster including dyslexia teacher concerns, inattention, and adult learners—rendered in deeper 

green—captures concentrated inquiry on specific learner populations and learning challenges, while 

another peripheral cluster containing Global Englishes, coercive versus collaborative, critical discourse 

studies, and communicative language teaching signals scholarly engagement with critical, sociolinguistic, 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
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and policy-oriented perspectives on multilingual ELT [Figure 5]. The presence of isolated nodes such as 

decolonization, Saudi Arabia, blind students, and case study suggests emerging but under-connected 

thematic strands, indicating opportunities for future research to consolidate these localities into more 

unified thematic clusters [Figure 5]. 

Thus, the overall structural pattern of both visualizations supports the broader bibliometric narrative: the 

field has transitioned from dispersed, methodology-driven inquiry to an increasingly concentrated, 

theoretically anchored discourse in which inclusive education and English language teaching function as 

integrative hubs linking pedagogical, contextual, learner-specific, and critical subdomains (Kamarullah et 

al., 2024), (Seraj et al., 2024), (Ummah et al., 2025). This shift implies that future scholarship should 

continue expanding the peripheral clusters—particularly those addressing decolonization, disability-

inclusive pedagogy, communicative language teaching, and adult learners—toward the network's core, 

thereby strengthening cross-cluster integration and consolidating multilingualism, bilingual education, 

and inclusive teaching practices as central, anchoring themes within ELT and inclusive classroom research 

(Lim & Buckingham, 2026), (Çelik & Daukšaitė-Kolpakovienė, 2025), (Bisai & Singh, 2020). 

 

Future Research Directions and Implications 

Based on this bibliometric analysis and the thematic, geographic, and methodological patterns identified 

across the 56 publications retrieved for the period 2017–2025, the future research directions for 

multilingualism and inclusive classroom practices in ELT can be organized into four intersecting 

categories: firstly, conceptualization; secondly, methodology; thirdly, antecedents of inclusive 

multilingual ELT; and fourthly, the practice–academia link, as summarized in Table 4. 

 

Table 4. Future Research Directions 

Research Category Research Gaps Research Needs 

Conceptualization Limited integration of decolonization, indigenous 

epistemologies, and Global Englishes into 

inclusive ELT frameworks(Langat, 2025) 

Multilingual policy design, 

culture-oriented pedagogy, 

and systemic teacher 

professional development 

 

Methodology Overreliance on qualitative monomethods; few 

intervention-based or cross-national 

designs(Bidari & Gnawali, 2023), (Seraj et al., 

2024) 

Mixed-method designs with 

experimental interventions; 

longitudinal cross-cultural 

replication 

 

Antecedents Underrepresentation of learner-specific 

antecedents (dyslexia, inattention, learners with 

visual impairments, adult learners); limited 

empirical work on EFL/ESL micro-

contexts(Buendgens-Kosten & Blume, 2025), 

(Seraj et al., 2024) 

 

Studies on disability-

inclusive pedagogy, 

translanguaging 

implementation, and 

trauma-informed practices 

Practice–

Academia Link 

Weak alignment between teacher preparation 

programs and inclusive classroom 

Teacher competence 

frameworks, curricular 
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realities(Donath et al., 2025), (Lancaster & Bain, 

2019) 

localization, and learner-

need diagnostics 

 

Synthesis of Research Directions 

Bibliometric analysis indicates that research into English teaching for inclusive education has increasingly 

focused on technological integration, although several conceptual areas remain underexplored 

(Kamarullah et al., 2024),(Seraj et al., 2024). Future research should address these gaps by investigating 

diverse, inclusive pedagogies such as translanguaging and culturally responsive approaches (Mahayanti 

et al., 2024),(Ummah et al., 2025). Establishing conceptual clarity regarding inclusive pedagogy remains 

a prerequisite for meaningful progress in the field (Kamarullah et al., 2024). 

 

Methodology 

The analyses revealed that qualitative monomethods dominated the research landscape across the 56 

articles reviewed, consistent with methodological trends reported in applied linguistics literature (Riazi et 

al., 2023). Only a minority of the reviewed publications employed mixed-method designs. This 

methodology gap is particularly significant because the field's central constructs—inclusive practice and 

multilingual responsiveness—lend themselves naturally to longitudinal, multi-site, and mixed-method 

designs that triangulate learner outcomes, teacher cognition, and classroom interactional data 

(Harashchuk, 2025; Ummah et al., 2025). Future research should therefore prioritize mixed-method 

inquiries with explicit experimental interventions, particularly those capable of capturing how 

translanguaging and inclusive scaffolding unfold in real time, how Global Englishes reshape classroom 

discourse, and how cooperative learning structures mediate learner engagement in linguistically diverse 

settings (Mahayanti et al., 2024; Seraj et al., 2024). Cross-national replication designs comparing inclusive 

practices across EFL, ESL, and EAL contexts would substantially strengthen the external validity of 

findings and mitigate the concentration of work in US and Indonesian contexts documented in the country 

distribution (Çelik & Daukšaitė-Kolpakovienė, 2025; Kamarullah et al., 2024). 

 

Antecedents of Inclusive Multilingual ELT 

The author productivity analysis showed that several specialized learner-population strands—including 

dyslexia teacher concerns, inattention, blind students, and adult learners—remain clustered at the 

periphery of the scholarly network despite their practical significance (Seraj et al., 2024), (Kamarullah et 

al., 2024). There is a lack of rigorous, classroom-based studies investigating how identifiable learner 

characteristics translate into pedagogical accommodations. Future research should examine three 

domains: first, how technology integration—including assistive tools, translanguaging-enabled interfaces, 

and adaptive materials—can be leveraged to support disability-inclusive and adult-learner ELT contexts; 

second, how cooperative learning configurations affect diverse learner engagement; and third, how 

trauma-informed and culturally responsive frameworks can be operationalized at scale in EFL/ESL 

classrooms (Ibrahim, 2022), (Lim & Buckingham, 2026), (Harashchuk, 2025). Furthermore, the thin 

representation of the EFL/ESL micro-context in the keyword network suggests that antecedent-level 

research must move beyond perception surveys toward classroom-embedded, interactional inquiry 

capable of capturing the everyday mechanics of inclusive ELT (Seraj et al., 2024). 
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Practice–Academia Link 

The institutional distribution revealed a fragmented authorship network across 13 universities contributing 

only one publication each, suggesting that the practice-academia interface—where teacher preparation 

programs intersect with inclusive classroom realities—remains underdeveloped (Yegizbayeva, 

2025),(Kamarullah et al., 2024). Practice-academia alignment is critical because teacher competence, 

cultural awareness, and curricular localization are widely recognized as decisive variables in determining 

whether inclusive ELT succeeds or fails at the classroom level (Ibrahim, 2022; Ludwig, 2021). Future 

scholarship should therefore investigate how learners' needs, interests, attitudes, and goals intersect with 

teachers' competence, experiences, and cultural awareness, particularly in contexts where inclusive policy 

directives have outpaced teacher preparation capacity (Seraj et al., 2024),(Çelik & Daukšaitė-

Kolpakovienė, 2025). Finally, future research should clarify how academic frameworks—

translanguaging, cooperative learning, cooperative-collaborative pedagogy, communicative language 

teaching—can be reinvented through teacher professional development programs that bridge theory-

practice divides, especially in under-resourced and linguistically marginalized settings (Mahayanti et al., 

2024),(Ibrahim, 2022). 

 

Implications 

Three implications emerge from this synthesis. First, scholars, practitioners, and policymakers should treat 

the identified gaps as a research agenda for the next decade, prioritizing cross-regional collaboration that 

counterbalances the US-Indonesia concentration documented in the corpus (Seraj et al., 2024). Second, 

journal editors and program chairs should actively invite mixed-method, intervention-based, and cross-

national studies targeting the underdeveloped peripheral strands of the keyword network—particularly 

decolonization, indigenous multilingualism, and disability-inclusive pedagogies—so that these strands 

migrate toward the network core (Seraj et al., 2024). Third, teacher preparation institutions and ministries 

of education should align pre-service and in-service programs with the inclusive multilingual frameworks 

identified in the bibliometric record, embedding translanguaging, Global Englishes, and cooperative-

collaborative pedagogy as core curricular components rather than supplementary modules (Harashchuk, 

2025), (Ibrahim, 2022). Thus, these directions can help move the field from descriptive, classroom-

anchored inquiry toward theoretically integrative, evidence-based, and contextually responsive inquiry 

capable of meeting the multilingual and inclusive demands of 21st-century ELT (Lim & Buckingham, 

2026), (Bisai & Singh, 2020). 

 

Conclusion 

This bibliometric analysis was conducted to examine published research on multilingualism and inclusive 

classroom practices in ELT retrieved from the Scopus database covering the period 2017 to 2025. The 

findings show a steady rise in publication output across the analyzed period, with inclusive education and 

English language teaching emerging as the dominant theoretical anchors of the field, while higher 

education, EFL, inclusion, and ESL occupied a sustained middle tier that reflects a shift from broad 

advocacy toward context-anchored inquiry. The United States and Indonesia led the field, followed by a 

globally distributed tier including Poland, Iran, Spain, and South Africa, demonstrating meaningful 

geographic expansion beyond Anglo-American contexts. Furthermore, the institutional distribution 

revealed a fragmented but globally diverse authorship network led by the University of Warsaw (3 

publications) and Isfahan University of Technology (2 publications), accompanied by 13 universities 
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contributing single publications—an indicator of gradual institutionalization alongside opportunities for 

broader cross-regional collaboration. Moreover, the most cited publications, exemplified by Chan and Lo, 

Lau and Shea, and Nijakowska et al., confirm that the field's impact is strongest when inquiry is anchored 

in identifiable learner populations and contextualized pedagogical interventions. Thus, despite 

limitations—the exclusive reliance on Scopus, English-language restriction, and limited 2017–2025 

period—this study offers a useful foundation for scholars, practitioners, editors, and publishers seeking to 

advance evidence-based, multilingual, and inclusive ELT research in the coming decade. 
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