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Abstract

Religious Experience and Conceptual Expression Strategies in Tirucchathakam.This study aims to identify
and examine the religious experiences expressed in Tirucchathakam by Manikkavacakar and the
conceptual expression strategies employed to articulate those experiences. The primary data for this study
consist of the poems of Tirucchathakam included in the Tiruvacakam collection. Secondary sources
include works, research articles, and previous studies related to Saiva Siddhanta, devotional literature, the
history of Tamil literature, literary criticism, prosody, the theory of emotional expression (meyppattiyal),
and literary techniques.

In accordance with the nature of the study, descriptive, analytical, comparative, and textual approaches
have been employed. Selected poems from Tirucchathakam have been examined on the basis of the
emotional states through which religious experiences are expressed. In particular, emotions such as love,
lamentation, supplication, remorse, weeping, ecstatic bliss, and transcendental bliss have been analysed.
Furthermore, in order to identify the strategies of conceptual expression, techniques such as imagination,
lexical richness, first-person expression, antati structure, the use of metrical forms, etukai (alliteration),
phonetically resonant words, and suggestive expression have been examined on the basis of textual
evidence from the poems. The selected poems have been interpreted by relating their lexical, semantic,
structural, rhythmic, and emotional dimensions to one another.

Thus, by integrating both primary and secondary sources, this study systematically demonstrates how
Tirucchathakam constructs and articulates religious experience through aesthetic forms and conceptual
expression strategies.

Keywords: Tirucchathakam, Manikkavacakar, religious experience, conceptual expression strategies,
devotional literature.
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GmerT  QelalliL(BSSIUSENHGHS sWmaTlULL  &SMmMSS  Qeueflauml(
2 SHWMMEETUD  JeoLWmaTlU®GSEH orrmileeasd  ChTHSINMSS
Q& mevor(HeTengl. @eueumalN@G (WNGETeMINS HIAITSH H(HUTEHLD QGHMTGSLILIN6L
QLLOUMID HHEFFSHD UTLVGET LWTURSSLILL(HETETEr.  S160600T5
SIQSGETTES MFAFRSHTHSID, LUHH @6evsHuw, SWD @eusHW alFeumm,
@eVER WS Hmeormule], WTLILNlwey, QUL LWV LMo 2 &5 e muilulsy
QSTLILMEOT HBI6L&HET, LUIeSH HL(HeNIHET MMID (LDEOTEN6ITW U168 6T
LTRSS LILIL (D eTermeor. g leNler @uieulIMBCas ML ellemd & (nemm, LI LILIMUI6)]
Wem, @UUILEH wem WLHMID 2 @IBlMN  IMMGSLOD  pH W
LU (N6 M &6ITLIWLIET LI & & LILIL(H 6TET60T.

FHEFSHSH 6V @LLAUMID UTLeL&GeT 65FleyQsuwiul®, Sjeummley
QeueflliL(ALD  FLOW SDILIAIMBISET 2 eorjelblemeusefledr o9 LiLemLullev
UGSUUTIe Qewwliul(heTerer. GMILILITSG 6TL, @IMH&H6eV, @)60MMmehaSe6v,
SPNIHHD, WS, WETHSLILUTISFID WMHMID eaTHSTHHIN  CLmeTm
9 _600TJ6Y & 6T QLT MWILILIL_(H 6TET60T.

G, HHSSE QeuefILIUTL () 255 &5emeT @) TemIln QUTIHL{H 8 MLI6o 60T,
Q& MELAIATLD, H6E0TEnMMILILTLEY, SBHSTH SjemoliL], wriiumelleortl Liwledsrm),
TSIMGBHOASTOL, RFHCHTGHGID QFMTME&EET WMHMID  &MWILILI600TIE S5 60
GUTETM 2 HFH&G6T LMLV FmeormidHertler Qliemluley ouFmuwliuLr (HeTermeor.
CaHIHOSMH&HSLILLL LUTLVG&HET6T Q&FT6n, QUITHET, emoLIL], M WMMILD
2 GooT6Y LG W For 0185617 R6TCMTQ L MedTm! QsTLILUUBGSS
NeTSH&LILIL(h6TeTeoT. @6Ualmm  (N&ETeMD  MHMID  HeMTTS  &HJ686M6T
RMHEIHMeTSEE  CMASTATETLILLL @elamile), HIHFFSHLD  Flouwl
VLSS PHUWE IDMMID &HSS QeueflliLuml (b 2 sFH&efler auyluims
6TEUAUTMI S L eMNGH TSI 6T60TLIENS (LN MW QeuerflliLi(h &S S eoTm S

S MEFQFTMSET:

FHFFSHID, LOT0NGEHTFST, FLWSILAID, &BHS Qeusflliuml@®
2 HHG&AT, LIS @6vsHulLlD

1.0 &S5 QeueflLLITL (B 2-5 5 (Lpemm&: 6T

@SR WMBIGET  RaIQUTETMIN &H5HW  Bleew  Bleotm  QeusuGeum
@\ LIIT(H 600T60) LD 8> 63) 61T &> @ & IT600T L_60T6U (G LD. “@) 608 &) ULIMI & 6T &HIT6VE B 60T
&5600T600TITLY.” 6T60T LIS M G0t IS emel CUEFHR6TM QUIT(HooTemnns6T CS5mmHMmLD
QUMM HMVFGLBIMVGEEG JHL AMSGESHLILLIMHHGD;,. 2 &TJ6e0or0ms
FHIGSHTeV LIPHSLOLD @608 5 WIHIG 66T 6T (h & S8 68 T6ooT LTV 3 H5 8 5 TeVE S 6V
2 Wiey QUITOMIBHS HTHaID afFLOD 35T USTTFMHHLI QLITH6TSH6TTUI60T.
G IQLILMLWLTEH eMeUSHS IHSHEMTD LGS GMSHSID Fepsn
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GMISsID aumpalwe QBMIGT QSTLIUTSHD QeueflliLeLwnms: AmMHI
Q&METeNS: FnlqUsTEH 2 6Tangl. @ CsHCUMeTM SIPNlLVEHRIU aIFeVTM 6TevIlD
mredlev GUmMAFlWT w. eugspnser, CUITRF W GCeuswliLleTemneT SHLD
GOIILES LTS AHSHHE S&MVEHEH6 BlenevQUDHMIBHS @ LD6V6NLNE6] 5 6M6IT
AMWHE QHMTETNS FalqSTEH QBHSHS. AHCH FHSS @SR WLIGT G5!
TWSLILL L BIeVSET, HHSSHHTVSEH 6 Qeueflelbs BIeVSHET 6T60T LTl MHNN 6060
QUSTTINTHSE QHMTT(H EHHMTVF (GLOVENLNEIHEN6T @)60TMHIG&HTeooT (LOLGU]LD.
56 @M GeVHERWITEIG HSL LenL LiLmeTsenl il Leml Ll Qeuerl,
SLEBE0ILD 6T60TLIEU MM 60ETTS SIT600TLY 4l FENSLD FMTHS GMWILILI&&6T Ml
Q&ITETEBHLD 2,6U600TINTEHE|LD 2_6T6TS).

@SR WMBIGET FOWL, UeorUm@m, 2 emallwiev, LevorLIM(), el@ehehmeorallllev,
soHaaalwey, DILWees6r, smleumgmuFfauilwee, CFmHILalWe) 6rsld Liey
UTOQUTGLS6flemerll CUHFUISTH 2 6TaMSl. @QbHs @evsHumGer Gu&LD
QUMTIBLGET &L LMWGESLILUR UGN 2655 (LNen 6T @)60T ) Ul 6m L0 WLITS 60T6U M85
o atemeor. SHMHEHemeT  QeueflliLBSSLILGUSHHTET 2 5H(LNemmHCerr

&H(HS S QeuerflILmL (G 2 SH(NMMGEETTEHS Q& meiTerT LI (5 59 60T m 60T
HHSSHHEHEDHEG UNFCFTLILIGTEMSH|D, @TFa6TUlemners &(hHeU6Tal TS0,
ILp&HIWI6L BIL LSS 606015 &(HEUSTEHELD QUMHR LIGLITEN & G LD

LIen L LIGLIME &G 0MeT e 2 me| Blemeuullened &L L emLnLILIGTeUT&H LD &(HE S
QaueflILUTL (R 2.5 WWem&eT Semlnbglererer. HHHS Qeusfllum (&
SH6TLOMTEOTS! @eVERWSHMHESHMLIILD 160 L_LILITeIT60T S S|6DILOLIL
wWenWlwasEE ghuenb CaummWb. SLeTme @evsHRWn &HLheny, Hallens,
BTL&GWM, FmSns GOIBTLED, SHenJeuFerd 66l 6bHE elensuilevmer
LUemLLILUMG&SIOTE Q@ObSTIN  Seummliey gCsHM IheUen&WITr SH(IHHS!
QeverflliLMLR 2655 wenwWlweumers e&WTeTLILLIQ((HHGWD. &HHESS
QaeuerfliLTL (@ 265 wemmuiledr (WenmpUWIWaID @F @a&Hw QeumnlsE
SITI6ooT DM HOTM S

1.1 2.8

ABIHVEH “QLENEH” T 2 55 AMWPSHESHILUQHOTmS. ‘2 HSIH6’,
‘QUIMTMBHSIG’ 6Tt  ellemerr g liLemLulley LUTHQUT@Heflemeor &6l @heor
QUTMSSWemM  Qalaflllsey 2 55 eeorm GSOUILLUUBWL. @
@QeVERWSHemer  FmeTmuleysE 2 LUuGSSLCUTs 2 5H Wenmuiley
(WEHHWIDhHTM S 2 5H Wemmuilleumers) Lieo L LILITeTeot] 60T
SlGHOTMNGEGID LML LIUTHMEE JghUeld 2 5H&6T QUGS WD
o (HAUTHULD WIS ETTL 2. .55 UMM  Q&TaTen&ESH6eT &L (LU L
AMIWeNMEE SLUUTHUGROTDS. 2 5HWTTE @F @)6v8 5 US55 el L
QUMEBET, allgaild, Gealefluilh wWHweMMleT SeTenndE gL QeualGalml
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AsITs  m&Rearmer. QaumMmCGHEMHL 2 .55 (WeHMSHET eM&WITEHLD
Wenmuilwald LGLL penmullusyd GeumiLi(H) 8 edTmeoT.

@69 mlemev 2 5 &6 - QFMHAUTMHERHGL 2 soorieleuefluil (&L
HNo@&Ghplemensd ghueld @eusRwsdHen eadlemwll  UweTUGSH 6
Q& MeTEBLOCLIMSI 6269 Bl6t16V 2_&GH)&6T 2_(TH6MU TS 60T M 60T.

QFMLBleMEV 2. H5H&HET - GQFML RUWMEIG, QFTH SemolIL], QFTELH MedT
eTedTLIeU MM 60T 219 L1t L_UN 6L i60D6UG QFTELBlem6V 2 HH&6T 6TeorILI(HILD.
QUITHevoTEMIDBlemeV 2 5F&H6T - QFTL 2 55 wWenmulwsL 6T QST L
Q&meooT(h) A EMLDEUET GILIMTIHEoTEND QLML 2 SH&E6T, QFTVRSTETEHLD
QUITIHEDITEOLD SITIFe00TLOMS JMHUMLD 2 55 GILITIHevTenLNemW 3L LI WIS
Q&mevor  QeueflWL(m 2.5, NIeoTLTIHeooTemnln, LOUI&HSE LG LIMTIHE00TE0LN,
LIeVQUIT(HeoTenD QLIH&HEG 6T60T @ LIGILITIHE0Tenld 2 SHFH&6T Liew SHemmiserfley
&ITeooT LILI(H)LD.

QsMTLFemLIL 2.5H&6eT - @& alafl, Gxemall, LTV, eTHTauTHLD, NwlliL,
@) 66T HCHITLIT 6TERILD LIGL QUM SHETTEH | 6MLNHG! & Meoor LLI(hLD.

FaMMIBlenen 2.5H&EET - LUTHEHIBSGHET SHHD FoMMSHSHTTES @6V WD
LUenL&HLUILILI(HSH. @QFev Seflblemey 2 55 wWwenmwns uBAFlul Sl
LO6OTBl6m6V MM FnMMTEHS SHS I L MHIGLD.

Qeuefluf_ @ mlemev 2 HFH6T - @o6UaUmEHMDUINGY  UIHETITENET, &MLIEDEOT
GLITEOTM 60T LIS LD.

SleooilBlemey 2. HFH&G6T - QevEHHWBIGIL IjenflHeT CHemeusHCHMLIALD
QUMTBSSIOMET  alem&HUIL  emsWTeTUULMH Q(HSHSH. 6ooll&HemT Ly
aemSLUIUTH&HTTHS SmeoorliLi(heler. FamliL@n QuUTBLEeneT allers&wLD
BUWSSID SaDIeUGHES @& LIW6TLIHST S,

aUlgeUFBlemey 2. 5TEET - R QEVERWSH T QUIGEIINDFTT (LNEDMEEMETLI
CUHFASTGI. IFTAIE Q@QEHHW PG, BWld, LHemw,  LIWeor
6TedT LIoTeu M Nilem et 61 &[5 &1 6m T LILISS TELD.

|60 LOLIL|BlémeV 2.58) - @ B VHRWSH 6T HHISHHEF QFLIDCLTS @\HS
@evEH W BaFellener emLlILNwe FHUI &L LeNING&GLD 2 5T (DM & LD.

wriluey  o2.5H&ar - Wiy @M QeusEHWSHT UEHESSHDG
(D&HHWILDTETS TGS LD. QUITEIAITS Q& U6 &L LemlILeniem LWl
R(MBISHMLLIL GG GG 606U WITEOTSH M5 WL aJleTRIGH OTM .

Len LIUTR Flusem L QUITH6THlen6v, & (5SS Blemev 6TedTLIcTeUMMIMEGLD e &
RWBIR MG WTLILmelerd 1986558 6TInmS 6TmSl.

@)6UEUEMEEMINSEH6T R G VEHRWINETT &H(HSSHHEHMET GalaflliILGSSHSDHES
QNG &R TSI
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1.2 &S5 S PemMUIleL HBIL LIMGIG 6T

R6IQAITIH G VHR STV GelalCGamILIL L &HESSH GQalefllium (b B LIMBI&6T
LIWw6oT LI (D) & & LI LI (h) 85 60T M 60T Fov QevsHwmGEefley WGHWTsaD Fev
@ LmIs6eL GemmbSILD aUHLD. ISl LI LILITeTenlen LUl LiemL LIL| Q,MmedleneorLl
QUTMISSHSHTGSLD.

1. jevoflLILWeTUm()

WL e 60T 61 85 61T

@6VE5T W [HevIL

Liem L L1L]Qeuerf]

QFmMeLeV(H &S

62601 [HLLILD

&) L160)60T & 5\ ) 60T

QUuUWLILTH &6T

. &OIUTL® whenm

10. QUITIHET 6MmeULIL|(LL6mM

11. plogsH&MIUIG &6

12. UG LY Wenmuiluley

13. Q& MeoTLOLD

6T60)ILD alemn s WGy &[S QeueflLiLmL_(h 2 S (Lpemm BIL LIS 6T
& 116007 LI () &) 60T M 60T .

© ©o N o oA~ DN

2.0 2_eooTFEF emmuileL - FLoW S| swILIed QuWLLIm@®

LeMLLILITeTeT SN2 00T JTHFHEMETW|D  6Te00T600TRIGHMETWD TS HISHHITL L
AepsCn QevHERWSHeT  CHMHEEMG. amlFar el MlepT
“eUMLD &M & U6V LD60I1S &6 G600TL 606, LIS HMEe, 2L 60TIqWITES &HelJEeH
oer_(HLemel, FHTHEHMel, 2 oTIHEHemnel @QeVERUSHO TGS merLILIHILD.
@&6T SmMMILILIY, @6VHEHWMBISGHET 6@ LIeLLILITETe LUl 2 60THe
BlemeuuileviLd o oot J& & Blemevuilevih SHISUWIN(HER TSI 6T60T LISl
QsefleumrmeTmal. @M ULLULUTSHESESTH6 W maTliUL(HeTer 2 eoriey
BleMeVG6T SeuMMIET QLIMTIHEIOTENN&HEHE GG ML DMMILIRID. L6t LILImeTeoleor
2 gooTjeYseflel @@HaE LMHEGLD SMHLMET @euHERWEH 6 QUITIHETHIem6VEH S
gL DTMHMLD ML B TMSI. LML LILI6U6T 60085 UlMevoTL 2_60oTH& & Blemevuilemeor
QAUMFSHET UMTRERGOTMHCLTSE gHUMGROTMHCLMS 2 600TFe D 66T CM TG L TeTm!
@) 6m600T & 60T MCLIMG! Lien L L1LIMementledT LemLLiL| F\mLiLen LS eTm .

2 EUTIEH (POMEEG 2 600TH6] (NHEHWILTHOTMS. 2 6vorhe] Blemevudlwiemnesy
QsmeLsTUILIWT Q5musTULNWL QUTIHETH&HTTSH 60 QUM LG UI6) eL6VLD
TR &S )Nl6me: G WETETITIT.
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“IHem &G (M8 @) 6rflalT6v Lo(HL6m&s

IF&F1D QUGBS QeuE 6] 2_6l6m8emuleTm

SILUTQEVLLITID QUUWILIUTQLETL” (QST.QUIT 247)

@56V 6TL_(h) 6UEM G LITET [HEM &, (DM S, @) 6flalTey, ID[HLME, F&FD, QUGBLISLD,
Qeauefl, 2 aemd erer 6TLemLUd QUUWILILITEH eredTUl. @ 6umnenieonl
geoflL1L6voT L 16V 60T & 6061 0 S55HSS QU(HLD & 5B T mIg 6T 60
QOUWILILITL LG UI6VTE 8155 6m600T GILOUWILILIT(H), 676m60Td B 6060018 & 1wl QoL iLIm(@),
LimeoTenL eTeoT UG FIWLIT euems SHHSBIETNTH. @bS GLOUWILILITLLQUIEVS 66T
QWM  UenLLumAFlurser UL LLvend SennSHemn  [F6oor(h
GOLUYLEHE5HSI.

LOT60011 85 & QU MTEF & [T & 60TED 60 L_LLI S (HEFSH 5 LML VS 6160 LeLCeumi
2 60T [T 6 Bl 60)6V 55 61T 610 60T 2 GooTIEFFLILITL6V56TTS I|60)L0 G Sl 6T6Tem LN
GO G55565TGD. @H6 DM&HEATESHT HeoTemL W LSHH U6y
ST, QIEIGSHE, @NMEHFH6), HPlalT&HED, WS, UaTHSNGH il
2 _eooTeYSemeTL] LIWeTLBH S5 QeueflliL(@ &S wennenl H(HEFSSHL LITL6V el
MWD, HHFFSHSHLI LITL6Y6V @)60)mMeU6dT QLD 6T60TMI 2_600T & 60T 616D 60T
ML FHM6V GBHMHELINTHE 61&MevoT(H @M 3 [HET MM @) (HEEGLD LD60TE S 60 60T
M MSH 3 6Um6T LGB (LNGH6TenLn GBHMEHSHLD eTeoTml aUNLILIH S 5HHB6V
2 WHGHTHELD 6T6TLIGSH LOMeol|G&HAUTFST FaMIlD MWD WG, ©)FH6060TsH
FaIDCUMCEH L 2 eoorfalllleVsemeTwld 2 eooTH&FSH  Blemevssertlement LD
QUULWTHS Q&Moo LSS ETenTl. @ emmelemer  GILOUIUI 60T 6L
2 GUOT I HG S6v0T6001 T SN Qeuginlil 6T leormev TS eulblLiL. Geuetor(H)LD 6T60TE
FaMILD &60T6M N6 UL,

“QLOWGTetT (B B TeNT TS

slettelleny WY &LpMHE & 60T

60 & S ITEOT &6016V 6M6US F18 85600T6U0! [

551109 QeugibLujeTemd ...” (B(HEFFSSHID 1)

6T6EDILD LIML6V eLpeuld mlwieumid. @ &6V eorlilleor LGS Wwimev Ul Fe9Js s
6 (H\ MBI & S eVILD | 60T L9l 60T QLITIHEM6IT Blemeors 5 lemailev @) 60T
o 60T T & & U|600T L TR WIS 6T60TLISI 1 60TL| 2 60T T&FF GMISSH CUFIWETETTT. “2_L 6V
(NS5 LMW ML QUIT(H6TaH6rfl 6T 151606V WLIT60ILO o oot IH &)
eumnileofleormin BHIG eTeoTmID BlemevwGHewemLul QOUILIQUITHET 2_6voTF&F&”
Q&meoor(h LM &H&UMTEST @QOMHSTT 6160765 FaMiaug QUILIQLITIHN6T
o goorpellWevms:E FESHFGHHMMNEMUIE STEUOTEVITID.  LOGTLD &) 60)M6UsI6TL_LL
T ([(H6eUI) &6 60L& 60lemeoT GHMTHSINTHS Q&GTETATTS HL(HNHEHEHES JSHI6UTH
BIOGWD n&eflengs Heoor(h) 2 (HE&GHMeVd: FHeooT(h @)enmeUsdT QLIHENLD Foml
@GS SH6V 2_6ooTened GaueTlLILI(h &S W|6TeTITIy.
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“GU TSI 6ITIT6OT & TevoT T 15

LOTETIT UMD & OTM T (B (HEFFH S LD 15)

LO6OT LD, Quml QLOUIS 6T F(H\LIL et GMSSI @\ 6I(&SH6em6V U LD
LNETESH MG .@enMmeUeT GLHemNG6Tlemer af(hHSIE5 Famalens WD @) hIE 560
QmAUI6eL @98 SIemTLILIENS SITEU0TEVITLO.

@emmeuBerrm®  FOULTE  BIHGL  QbBEHFsSHaenlwl  Blemevulemeor
TMHSSHTEHLCUTE  QUWSSIE Gamid Heotenlnuiled  MNSSIETETEnLN
GOUNLSSHHESTGND. ISTaUS “‘FHMEUT DTG’ 6T6TM L6008 85 6UTFS [
T(H &S MISHSH6V LD6oTGLD GG (HeUITUI 6TeBIlD QILITIHETLL {6mLDHS! BIM & 6oTmSI.
“GMHM eUITDeT CLOQ & H 6UITW]6mL

Wimeorly /BTG Qe ...” (B (HhFFSH LD 34)

@emmeUemeTd  SHmeoolTney @ bBg5 LImliy &s&meld  efeoorm&®Hes Q& mevor(h
Q&F6LH eTMET G 6T6OT M) FnMILD IB160Y6V60) LD 6D LI UL LD, o Wiliflemenrs
STUMWITHESR S Q&TETATTS @) [HE 5 60T CMG6IT 6T6dTLIGILD 6U(IHHSIH6V (LNemmUiley
g glaremend  GMILYLESHESTGWL. LImUUSTers  ©)60Mmeuss enL Ul
F([HEUI)SHEMET MLV G, @6Uaevs almpsHamasuler BItlGsID 2 6ot
2 (h&3ID 2 LB @ [H&E G606V [Hl6M6tTe S 6UHHSIH 6OTMITI.

“@UIITUIW Geuredr HITedT 2_6v0T(H (H & Skl

S BLL STCeredt CLIGTCM....” (B (HFFSH D 52)

@emmeusnienL_ W Hpallgemnul CHITEHES QUIuETCL GeausoT(hD 6TaTLINS @)\ T&H 8
2 oot Tel U swlL_60T LI 6dTeu[HLO MM So MU 6ITETITI.

“LI600TTLILI Q& T8 8 6T [hH & G LLI 60T6D) 60T

wimevor(H) Li,6vor GHTe & eorml” (F(HFFHS LD 71)

LOTeo0lH&HUTESHT  ILOTHSLILITAUFD, SeTHSTHSID TlD  QLOUIUL|6oTTeY
Blemevuwillemenrd Q&Meoor(R  @)eMMEUEMET MUl (LPeMTULD  SH6dTetL0 U 66T
T (HEFFH 853601 80 -1006U G LIMTL V6T 2_600TJ5 S Bl M &) 60T M 60T.

GUMEnMLUILLL FTeTMISGET LOMeol&H&HUTFST HHFFSHESH 0 LWeTLRSH W
o _6O0T T 6 Bl606VE: EH & FITETMTEGLD. B (HEF S8 H 60T LILY.,

1.UGH) TilD &H[HESH U (LNSTemDUITS G (BHSS. @) enmeleTdl B (HeuLquileneor
S|6MLLI (LPEeM60TSHB6V LDIT600118:86UTFS[Hem LU CHTHEINMS @ (HHSS!.
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