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Abstract

World Habitat Day 2026, observed on 5 October, focuses on “Adequate Housing for All”. The theme
places housing at the center of the global conversation on sustainable urbanization, human dignity,
equality, climate resilience and inclusive development. UN-Habitat's Strategic Plan 2026—2029 identifies
access to adequate housing, land and basic services as a central strategic focus, while Resolution 2/7
provides an institutional framework for advancing adequate housing for all. This paper examines the
meaning of adequate housing, the forces driving the global housing crisis, and the governance, planning,
financing and technological responses required to close the gap between global commitments and lived
reality. It argues that housing should not be treated only as a physical structure or real-estate commodity:
it is an integrated urban system involving secure tenure, basic services, affordability, habitability,
accessibility, location and cultural adequacy. Achieving adequate housing therefore requires coordinated
action by national and local governments, communities, private sector actors, civil society, planners,
engineers and financial institutions. The paper concludes with an action framework for inclusive, climate-
resilient and people-centered housing.

India’s 2047 VISION for housing and infrastructure, effect of 3 degrees temperature rise on housing and
infrastructure and using Al for housing are the effective strategies to be implemented by Govt of India for
achieving housing for all.
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1. Introduction

A home is more than a roof. It is the place from which people access education, employment, health care,
family life, safety and participation in society. For this reason, the condition of housing has consequences
well beyond the boundaries of an individual dwelling. Housing shapes the structure of cities, the use of
land, transport demand, public health, environmental performance and social inclusion.

UN-Habitat has placed adequate housing at the heart of its Strategic Plan 2026-2029. The plan links
housing with land and basic services and connects the issue to poverty eradication, climate action,
humanitarian preparedness and sustainable urban development. The 2026 World Habitat Day theme
therefore represents a shift from viewing housing as a narrow construction challenge toward viewing it as
a foundation of inclusive urban development.

World Habitat Day 2026 is observed on Monday, 5 October. UN-Habitat identifies the global housing
crisis as an urgent challenge and calls for concerted action to ensure access to adequate housing and basic
services for all.

2. Why INDIA’S VISION 2047 For Housing Matters
Adequate housing is not defined simply by the existence of a building. UN-Habitat's strategic framework

IJFMR260590079 Volume 8, Issue 5, September-October 2026 1



http://www.ijfmr.com/

i International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

IJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

highlights seven interrelated aspects: security of tenure, availability of basic services, affordability,
habitability, accessibility, suitable location and cultural adequacy. These dimensions show why a
technically sound building can still fail to provide adequate housing if it is unaffordable, insecure,
inaccessible, poorly located or disconnected from essential services.

Government of India plans Vision 2047 to create 100 story housing clusters with proper road, metro, rail
and air networks. Reduce heat stress for old age persons by providing sustainable housing using
environmentally Eco friendly and affordable materials. Using Artificial Intelligence Al for housing
infrastructure and infrastructure development.

By Year 2047 HOUSING INFRASTRUCTURE
3 degree Increase Effect on housing Human stress

Stalled Housing projects

Al For Housing

Locality By Locality

City By City

Create Protect

Vision 2047 Totally Transform India

3. The Global Housing Challenge

The scale of the challenge is substantial. UN-Habitat's 2026 reporting indicates that more than 3 billion
people lack adequate housing, more than 1.1 billion people live in informal settlements and slums, and
more than 300 million people are homeless. These figures demonstrate that the housing crisis is not limited
to a single region or income group; it is a global urban-development challenge.

World conflicts in Ukraine, Russia, Middle east and Africa along with the climate catastrophe in Nepal
and flooding in Thailand are among the unseen challenges to be mitigated by using Artificial intelligence
along with strategic plans for global housing.

The drivers are interconnected. Rapid urbanization increases demand for land and housing. Rising land
and construction costs can make formal housing unaffordable. Informal settlements often emerge where
formal systems cannot provide land, services and housing at the pace required. Climate hazards can
damage homes and infrastructure and can force displacement. Insecure tenure can discourage household
investment in improvements. Weak coordination between housing, transport, land-use planning and
infrastructure can push lower-income households to peripheral areas, increasing travel time and cost.

4. From Global Commitment to Local Delivery

One of the central challenges identified for World Habitat Day 2026 is the gap between commitment and
actual progress. Closing this gap requires implementation systems that connect international goals with
national policy, city planning, municipal finance and neighborhood-level delivery.

UN-Habitat's Strategic Plan identifies five broad means of implementation: integrated urban and territorial
planning and investment; participatory multilevel governance; knowledge, data, digitization and capacity
development; partnerships and advocacy; and effective resource mobilization.

This suggests a practical principle: housing policy cannot operate in isolation. A housing program without
transport may create long commutes; housing without water and sanitation cannot be considered adequate;
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housing without secure tenure may remain vulnerable; and housing built in climate-risk locations can
create future losses.

5. Inclusive and Integrated Housing Strategies

The fourth objective in the supplied World Habitat Day 2026 framework calls for inclusive, integrated
and holistic housing strategies that reach all households and forms of tenure, with targeted efforts for
people in the most vulnerable situations. This points toward a housing continuum rather than a single
model.

A comprehensive strategy can combine new affordable housing, rental housing, social housing,
incremental housing, in-situ upgrading of informal settlements, serviced land, housing finance, rental
assistance, and support for people experiencing homelessness. The appropriate mix will differ by city and
by household circumstances.

Community participation is equally important. Residents possess local knowledge about risks, mobility,
livelihoods, services and cultural practices. Participatory planning can therefore improve the fit between
projects and real needs while strengthening local ownership.

6. Climate-Resilient Housing and Neighborhoods

Housing is also a climate issue. Buildings consume resources and energy, while poorly planned
settlements can expose people to floods, heat, landslides and other hazards. UN-Habitat's 2026 strategic
framework connects housing with environment and climate action, including resilient urban infrastructure
and sustainable solutions.

Future housing strategies should therefore integrate passive design, energy efficiency, water conservation,
nature-based solutions, heat mitigation, resilient materials, disaster-risk assessment and efficient public
transport. Climate resilience should be considered at both dwelling and neighborhood scale. A resilient
building in an inaccessible or flood-prone neighborhood is not a complete resilience solution.

7. The Role of Governments, Markets and Communities

The fifth objective emphasizes the central role of all levels of government and effective multilevel
governance. National governments can establish legal and financial frameworks; states or provinces can
coordinate regional planning and infrastructure; and municipalities can translate policy into land-use plans,
building approvals, services and neighborhood investment.

Markets and private investment can expand supply and innovation, but public policy is necessary where
market outcomes do not provide affordability, security or access for vulnerable households. Civil society,
community organizations, academia and professional institutions can contribute evidence, participation
and implementation capacity.

8. Al for Technology, Data and Smart Urban Management

Digital tools can strengthen housing policy when they are used to improve evidence and service delivery.
Geographic information systems can map housing deficits and climate risks; digital land records can
improve tenure administration; building information modeling can improve design and life-cycle
management; and data platforms can help cities monitor affordability, service access and housing
conditions.
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Technology, however, should support human-centered governance rather than replace it. Data quality,
privacy, accessibility and the inclusion of digitally excluded communities must remain part of the design.

©

. Practical Action Framework

1. Put housing at the centre of urban planning: Integrate housing, land, transport, infrastructure,
employment and public services in city plans.

2. Expand affordable supply: Use a mix of public, private, cooperative, rental and social-housing
approaches suited to local conditions.

3. Upgrade rather than displace where appropriate: Invest in services, tenure security and resilient
infrastructure in informal settlements, with community participation.

4. Protect affordability: Use targeted finance, rental support, land policies and cost-conscious design to
reduce housing stress.

5. Build for climate resilience: Apply hazard-sensitive planning, efficient buildings, water
management, heat mitigation and resilient infrastructure.

6. Strengthen local government: Provide cities with appropriate powers, finance, data and professional
capacity.

7. Measure outcomes: Track housing adequacy across tenure, affordability, services, habitability,

accessibility, location and cultural adequacy.

10. Conclusion

World Habitat Day 2026 places a simple but far-reaching proposition before the world: adequate housing
must be available to all. The challenge is not only to construct more dwellings, but to create homes and
neighborhoods that are secure, affordable, healthy, accessible, well located, culturally appropriate and
connected to essential services.

The UN-Habitat Strategic Plan 2026-2029 provides a framework in which housing is linked to poverty
eradication, climate action, resilience and sustainable urbanization. The success of that framework will
ultimately be measured not by the number of commitments made, but by whether people experience safer
homes, stronger tenure security, lower housing burdens, better services and more inclusive neighborhoods.
Adequate housing is therefore both an outcome and an enabler of sustainable development. When housing
is planned as part of the wider city, it can become a platform for health, education, productivity, social
cohesion and climate resilience. The task for the coming years is to turn the principle of “Adequate
Housing for All” By using Al to create protect and connect housing -- into measurable local action—
neighborhood by neighborhood, city by city.
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