
 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR260590518 Volume 8, Issue 5, September-October 2026 1 

 

Gender, Crime and Media Trial 
 

Pallavi Varsha Singh1, Dr. Jully Garg2 

 
1Ph.D Research Scholar, Faculty of Legal Studies, Motherhood University,Roorkee, 

2Research Supervisor & Assistant Professor, Faculty of Legal Studies, Motherhood University, Roorkee 

 

ABSTRACT 

The convergence of gender, crime and media representation in trial reporting bares important declaration 

about societal partisanship, cultural standards and power correlations that shape public opinion and legal 

business. This in-depth investigation examines how gender sway the depiction and declaiming of criminal 

cases in the media, focusing precisely on the unequal treatment of male and female defendants, victims 

and witnesses. It inspects how media organizations create gender based labels, frequently 

overemphasizing or side lining people according to their gender, thus memorialize current social 

disproportion. The study scrutinize how media stories sway public views on guilt, innocence, morality and 

social divergence and how these views may influence judicial results and societal outlook on gender roles. 

By scrutinize various case studies, media outputs and framing methods, the research prominence the 

widespread aftermath of gender biases in media reporting and the possible by-product for justice and social 

fairness. It also label the ethical duties of media professionals in delivering balanced and gender sensitive 

news coverage, encouraging changes that boost fairness, objectivity and gender equality in crime 

reporting. In brief, this spotlights the necessity of acutely analysing media representation of crime from a 

gender outlook to promote a fairer and more comprising society. 

Its object is to promote awareness, accountability and transformation within the media sector, 

commending for a move towards more responsible and fair reporting that respects the epitome of justice 

and human dignity for every gender. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The narrative of crime and justice by the media notably determine public views, beliefs and attitudes 

regarding criminal acts, ethics and operation of the legal system. The media, as a significant societal 

enterprise can shape view point of crimes. It clarify who is distinguish as a scapegoat or culprit and 

dominate which societal reactions are considered liable or not. Among the multiple elements that 

supremacy media portrayal of criminal cases, gender emerges as a principally significant but recurring 

minor aspect. The affiliate of gender, crime and media trial reporting manifests complex patterns of 

representation that mirror and strengthen social norms, stereotypes and power dynamics.1 

Media narratives do not accidentally portray gender, instead they are fundamentally based on cultural 

definitions of masculinity and femininity. Women are often shown as defence less victims, morally 

lesser or as individuals requiring safeguarding whereas men are typically illustrates as forceful, 

                                                           
1 https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8405979/ 
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controlling or responsible.2 These illustrates influence how society views gender roles and 

prediction along with how justice is furnished and embraced. The drafting of criminal cases in the media 

often highlights or skews gender related mannerism which can create biased views that dominates jury 

choices, public perception and judicial results. 

Furthermore, media reporting can entrench biased mind set by amplifying specific crime types depending 

on the gender of the individuals involved. Instances concerning women are periodically depicted in 

manners that stir moral panic or sustained discrimination of female fragility and mistreatment, while 

instances concerning men may be framed to emphasize ideas of masculinity, aggression or criminal 

behaviour. 

Grabbing the connection among gender, crime and media trial reporting is significant for thoroughly 

estimating how media moulding public sentiment and for addressing legal grievances and equality within 

the legal system. It calls attention to significant issues regarding the ethical duties of journalists and media 

organizations to deliver fair, precise and gender aware reporting.3 Furthermore, exploring these pictures 

can elucidate how stereotypes affect not only societal views but also the treatment of defendants, victims 

and witnesses throughout the legal system. 

This research intends to investigate how gender shapes media narratives regarding criminal cases, how 

these narratives are formulated and what effects they have on societal views of crime and justice. It will 

examine the differences in media coverage for various crime types, cultural settings and media outlets and 

it will appraise the possible effects of gendered representations on societal attitudes and fairness in the 

justice system. The objective is to raise alertness about gender biases in media coverage and to push for 

responsible, gender aware journalism that stimulate a more fair and just society. 

Through a commentate analysis of how gender, crime and media trial reporting intersect, this study point 

to emphasize the significance of ethical media practices and the necessity for continued discussions 

regarding gender stereotypes in crime representation. It spotlights the necessity of promoting media 

literacy within the community and urging media practitioners to grab more sophisticated, accountable 

methods of covering criminal cases.4 In this way, it seeks to support the overarching objective of attaining 

social justice and equality, where gender does not disproportionately affect views on guilt, innocence or 

morality. 

 

2. STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 

Media reporting on criminal cases can educate the public about inquiries and trials but it can equally 

influence public perception before the legal process has concluded. When reporting is exaggerated or 

portrays accusations as confirmed truths, it can lead to a “media trial” where people are evaluated publicly 

prior to a court deciding on their guilt or innocence. This may jeopardize the assumption of innocence, 

impact the privacy and dignity of victims and accused individuals and create stress for investigators, 

witnesses and the judiciary. 

Gender plays a significant role in this issue. News articles might portray women and men in distinct 

ways based on beliefs about femininity, masculinity, sexuality, respectability and suitable conduct. 

Women charged with offenses might face heightened examination of their looks, associations or 

                                                           
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender_equality 
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journalism_ethics_and_standards 
4 https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/digital-media-literacy-important-to-tackle-cybercrimes-say-
experts/article71093946.ece 
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behaviour whereas men could be depicted through images of violence or authority. Experiences of victims 

might also be doubted or downplayed based on gendered norms. This framing can divert focus from 

evidence and legal matters to assessments of an individual's character or adherence to societal norms. 

These patterns can affect how audiences perceive crime, victims, suspects and justice. Recurring gendered 

representations can strengthen stereotypes, aid in victim blaming and influence public views on guilt, 

credibility and punishment. The swift spread of news and opinions via digital and social media can 

exacerbate these impacts, rendering false or biased stories hard to amend even when new information 

arises or a court arrives at another verdict. 

The main issue is that media reporting on crime can perpetuate gender bias while holding a public trial 

beyond the courtroom. While media outlets have a duty to inform the public about important issues, 

balancing that duty with the rights of those affected is frequently challenging. This research explores the 

influence of gender on the presentation of crime narratives and media trials, while also evaluating the 

effects of this coverage on public perception, personal rights and the equity of the judicial system. It also 

aims to recognize the necessity for more precise, ethical and gender-aware reporting. 

 

3. LITERATURE REVIEW 

The literature suggests that media trials outstretch beyond simple public debates about criminal cases. 

These are channels by which related linked to gender concerning credibility, vulnerability, sexuality, 

respectability and danger are created and challenged. News and social media have the power to emphasize 

subjugation and elevating voices, yet they can also deflecting guilt away from the wrongdoer, slander 

defendants and jeopardize fair procedures. The scrutinization of gender, crime and media trials must 

inspect not just what is reported but also whose declaration are trusted, which identities are spotlighted 

and how public narratives engage with legal systems.5 

The book titled “Narratives of Justice: Gender, Media and the Law in Contemporary Society, 

edited by Dr. Ashutosh Verma and Mr. Ram Prakash Tiwari (2026)”, present as an in-depth law in 

context inspection of how justice is formed, recognize and hand out in the 21st century. Instead of viewing 

the legal system as a separate entity, this edited collection affirm that contemporary justice is closely 

linked with media depiction and public argument, which often set out as reflections and shapers of 

ingrained societal prejudices. Through the integration of feminist legal theory and empirical research, the 

book investigates the interactions between print, broadcast and digital media platforms and conventional 

legal systems, frequently aiming to either contest systemic gender disparities or uphold established 

patriarchal norms. Via a collection of multidisciplinary case analyses, the text thoughtfully explores the 

gaps in legislative actions, the objectification of marginalized perspectives online and the emergence of 

trial by media. 

The book titled "Media Trials and Criminal Justice in India by Dr. V.V.L.N. Sastry (2020)", 

presents extensive empirical research analyzing how sensationalized continuous news coverage and social 

media narratives create a parallel "public court" (Janta ki Adalat) that greatly interferes with formal legal 

procedures in India. Utilizing the Narrative Policy Framework and a mixed-methods research strategy, 

Dr. Sastry analyzes key criminal cases over a ten-year period (2005 to 2015) and surveys 450 practicing 

defense attorneys and prosecutors. The book argues that aggressive media narratives greatly weaken the 

essential legal principle of presuming innocence until guilt is established by fostering premature public 

                                                           
5 https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/justice-and-prison-reform/cpcj-gender.html 
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judgments. Dr. Sastry's studies indicate that these "media trials" create unconscious prejudice in the 

judicial system, skew witness testimonies from early public exposure and compel investigative agencies 

to speed up procedures to calm public outrage. Ultimately, the book supports a regulatory framework that 

protects press freedom while enforcing stringent, applicable regulations for reporting on sub-judice 

matters, ensuring every citizen's right to a fair trial is maintained. 

The book titled "Gender Justice under Indian Criminal Justice System" by G. Rajasekharan Nair 

(revised by V.R. Dinkar) (2011)", offers a critical analysis of the treatment of women and transgender 

persons in India’s legal system as victims, offenders, and inmates. The passage contends that the criminal 

justice system is inherently patriarchal, resulting in gender related bias throughout every phase of law 

enforcement and legal proceedings. The authors outline the development of gender justice from ancient 

and colonial times to contemporary international agreements such as CEDAW, demonstrating how 

worldwide human rights benchmarks have advocated for internal legislative changes. 

The essence of the book examines how criminal laws address significant societal problems like sexual 

violence, dowry deaths, workplace harassment and child marriage. It rigorously examines the systemic 

failures in the investigation, trial and post-trial phases, emphasizing how entrenched administrative 

prejudices frequently weaken protective laws. Importantly, the revised 2nd Edition (2025) broadens its 

focus to encompass the constitutional identity and evolving legal safeguards for transgender people, 

following recent Supreme Court rulings designed to promote genuine gender neutrality. In the end, the 

book asserts that merely updating legislation is inadequate; achieving true constitutional equality 

necessitates a comprehensive cultural and structural reform of the police, judiciary and prison systems to 

eradicate deep rooted gender biases. 

 

4. OBJECTIVE OF RESEARCH 

 Examination of the portrayal of women and men as victims, suspects and offenders in media reporting 

on criminal cases. 

 To recognize gender stereotypes and beliefs regarding credibility, respectability, sexuality, 

vulnerability and danger in media trial stories. 

 How gender interacts with race, class, age and additional social identities in influencing media 

representations. 

 Evaluation the impact of news and social media reporting on public views regarding guilt, innocence 

and the trustworthiness of victims. 

 To explore if media trials lead to victim blaming, stigma, harassment or breaches of privacy. 

 How media coverage can influence due process, public trust in the justice system and the management 

of criminal cases. 

 To suggest methods for media organizations and digital platforms to cover crime more accurately, 

ethically and equitably. 

 

5. RESEARCH QUESTION 

 In what ways are women and men depicted as victims, suspects and offenders in media 

representations? 

 Which gender stereotypes impact perceptions of credibility, respectability, vulnerability and 

dangerousness? 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
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 In what ways do race, class, age and various social identities interact with gender in media 

representations? 

 In what ways do news and social media reporting affect public views on guilt, innocence and the 

credibility of victims? 

 How can media trials lead to victim blaming, stigma, harassment or breaches of privacy? 

 In what ways does media reporting on criminal cases influence societal views on victims, defendants 

and the justice system based on gender? 

 

6. RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS 

 Female victims are more often than male victims subjected to examination of their behaviour, character 

or lifestyle in media reports. 

 Media coverage that reinforces gender stereotypes is linked to a diminished perceived credibility of 

victims who do not conform to traditional notions of "ideal" victimhood. 

 Increased exposure to media coverage of trials correlates with more intense public beliefs regarding 

an accused individual's guilt prior to a court ruling. 

 Sensationalized reporting is linked to heightened victim blaming and stigmatization. 

 Gendered representations differ based on race, class, age and various other social identities. 

 

7. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This research will employ a mixed-methods approach to investigate how gender influences media 

reporting on crime and media trials. It will examine news articles, television broadcasts and chosen social 

media posts regarding a selection of prominent criminal cases released during a specific timeframe. The 

cases will be chosen to facilitate comparison between victims and alleged offenders of various genders 

and when feasible, comparable purported crimes. Quantitative content analysis will document the 

significance of coverage, portrayals of individual’s traits and actions, mentions of gender stereotypes, 

victim blaming, sensationalism, and language that suggests guilt prior to a verdict. A minimum of two 

researchers will analyse the material utilizing a common coding guide and their consensus will be 

evaluated. Qualitative analysis will subsequently explore how language and narratives shape perceptions 

of victims, accused individuals and concepts of femininity, masculinity, credibility and accountability. 

 

8. RESULTS 

Findings from a research project regarding gender, crime and media trials could indicate that media 

reporting significantly influences public perceptions of victims, suspects and individuals facing 

accusations. The reporting of a crime is not always objective, journalists and media organizations might 

choose specific details, employ emotionally loaded language and highlight certain facets of an individual’s 

identity. Such decisions can affect how audiences perceive an individual as trustworthy, innocent, 

threatening or accountable, even prior to a verdict from a court. 

A significant discovery could be that women who experience crime are frequently depicted through 

aspects of their looks, social connections, background or actions. Instead of concentrating only on the 

supposed crime and the evidence, reports might detail what the victim’s dress, location, with whom she 

was or how she was behaving before going to the event. These specifics can divert focus from the accused 

and suggest that the victim's decisions played a role in the incident. Such coverage can strengthen victim 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
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blaming beliefs and prompt audiences to evaluate a victim’s character rather than reflecting on the facts 

of the situation. Nonetheless, the level and nature of this coverage may differ based on the crime, the 

victim's background and the media outlet reporting the story. 

The research might also reveal that women charged with offenses are evaluated based on societal norms 

of femininity. They might be characterized as cold, manipulative, immoral or especially violent, 

particularly when their supposed behaviours are viewed as opposing the assumption that women should 

be nurturing, passive or caring. Coverage may emphasize their looks, parenting, relationships or personal 

life in manners that are less highlighted in articles concerning male defendants. In contrast, men charged 

with offenses might be depicted through well-known stereotypes of aggression, power, authority or threat. 

Such differences can cause comparable actions to seem more startling or unnatural when associated with 

women, whereas men's violence might be viewed as more anticipated or normal. 

An alternative outcome is that media "trials" may commence prior to the conclusion of official legal 

processes. Constant headlines, interviews, commentary, leaked details and speculation can lead audiences 

to form opinions about guilt or innocence before all evidence has been evaluated in court. When claims 

are portrayed as confirmed truths or when an individual is consistently linked to a crime through 

exaggerated journalism, the line between accusation and conviction may become unclear. This could 

influence the reputations and privacy of victims, suspects and their families, potentially generating 

pressure on the legal proceedings. Nonetheless, analysing media coverage can reveal these risks and 

patterns; however, it cannot alone demonstrate that reporting directly influences a verdict or shapes public 

opinion. 

Ultimately, the research might reveal that gender does not function independently. Race, social class, age, 

sexual orientation, disability and an individual’s public standing can influence which aspects are 

highlighted and how viewers perceive them. Certain people might get compassionate or respectful 

attention, while others are portrayed as less trustworthy or more alarming. In general, the findings might 

indicate that media coverage can either reinforce or contest societal stereotypes regarding gender and 

criminal behaviour. To enhance the precision of this section, substitute these potential findings with the 

specific themes, instances and evidence uncovered in your research. 

 

9. SIGNIFICANCE OF RESEARCH 

Studies on gender, crime and media trials are important as they investigate the influence of media reporting 

on public perceptions of criminal cases and the individuals related to them. News articles, documentaries, 

social media updates and TV debates do more than relay information by selecting specific language, 

visuals, references and nuances, they can shape how viewers perceive victims, perpetrators and accused 

persons. Analysing these depictions aids in determining if media reports are fair and grounded in facts or 

if they depend on exaggeration. 

The study is crucial for comprehending how gender influences the portrayal of individuals associated with 

crime. Women who are victims might be evaluated based on their looks, relationships, lifestyle or conduct, 

which can lead to victim blaming and shift focus away from the accused individual's actions.6 Women 

charged with offenses can be depicted as exceptionally ruthless, cunning or as breaching conventional 

standards of femininity. Meanwhile, men charged with offenses might be depicted through stereotypes 

                                                           
6 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victim_blaming 
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related to aggression or superiority. Recognizing these patterns can assist in clarifying how gender norms 

affect the language and framing utilized in crime reporting. 

Continuous conjecture, sensational headlines and framing accusations as established truths can lead 

audiences to make conclusions before all evidence has been presented. Analysing this process can 

highlight the possible impacts on the reputations, privacy and welfare of victims, suspects, accused persons 

and their relatives. It can additionally facilitate conversations on accountable reporting, the assumption of 

innocence and the necessity to clearly differentiate between accusations and verified facts. 

The results could be beneficial for journalists, editors, media institutions, educators, policymakers and the 

general public.7 They may promote more diligent reporting methods, enhance media literacy education 

and assist viewers in identifying bias and sensationalized framing. The study could also add to broader 

conversations regarding gender equality, justice and the societal obligations of the media. By examining 

the representation of gender and crime, the research can uncover damaging stereotypes while also 

emphasizing reporting that offers context, respects the individuals involved and ensures fairness in legal 

processes. 

 

10. LIMITATION OF RESEARCH 

 Narrow range of media coverage: The research might spotlight exclusively on specific newspapers, 

TV shows, websites or social media channels. Its outcome might not reflect the entirety of media 

organizations or journalistic methods. 

 Limited timeframe: Discernment and public opinions may evolve over time. Outcomes from a distinct 

timeframe might not represent present media habits or ongoing patterns. 

 Subjective analysis: Judging language, visuals, and context requires assessment. Countless researchers 

might have differing interpretations of the same report, despite the use of explicit coding criteria. 

 Challenges in assessing media impact: While the research might uncover craze in coverage, it might 

not demonstrate that media reports directly alter public views, sway jurors or impact judicial outcomes. 

These results are influenced by numerous elements. 

 Challenges in assessing media impact: The research might reveal trends in reporting, yet it may not 

demonstrate that media exposure directly alters public perception, sways a jury or impacts a court's 

ruling. Various factors influence these outcomes. 

 Evolving media landscape: Digital narratives, social media updates and user feedback can be swiftly 

modified, deleted, disseminated or revised. This complicates the gathering of a thorough and uniform 

record of coverage. 

 Intersecting factors: Gender does not exist in isolation. Race, class, age, sexuality, disability and social 

standing can influence the way individuals are depicted. A study primarily concentrating on gender 

might not thoroughly investigate these overlapping effects. 

 Constraints on generalization: Results from a specific nation, legal framework, language or cultural 

context might not be relevant in other places, as media standards and perceptions regarding gender 

and crime differ. 

 

11. CONCLUSION 

The study of gender, crime and media trials shows that media reporting significantly guides public cogn- 

                                                           
7 https://jspp.psychopen.eu/index.php/jspp/article/view/4761/4761.html 
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izance of criminal cases and those involved.8 News articles, TV shows, web publications and social media 

conversations do more than carry through information; they prefers explicit, employ certain language and 

craft stories that can shape how audiences ascertain scapegoats, accused persons and the legal system. 

These illustrations could strengthen gender stereotypes such as assessing women based on societal 

behaviour expectations, showing some victims as more worthy of empathy than others or depicting 

accused individuals through preconceived notions of masculinity and femininity. When reporting is 

overblown or sparse, audiences might create opinions prior to hearing all the evidence, possibly swaying 

reputations, privacy and trust in equitable legal processes.9 The consequence underscore the importance 

of ethical media practices: reporters must differentiate between claims and verified facts, refrain from 

victim blaming and biased language, safeguard the privacy of those affected when necessary and present 

cases accurately with adequate context. Concurrently, audiences need to cultivate media literacy to 

identify bias and evaluate crime related reporting critically. Although media coverage is just one of several 

factors affecting public opinion and legal results, analysing the link between gender, crime and media 

trials is crucial for encouraging objective reporting, more equitable public discourse and a better grasp of 

how societal views influence crime representation. 
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